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A Letter to Brother William Preston, 

Sir, and Brother, 

The eminent fcrvicc you have rendered to Ma 
fonry, by your late mafterly work, has given u 
tfniverfal fatisfa6tion, and demands our warmei 
acknowledgments: a performance, which, v/hilf 
it excites our gratitude, animates our zeal. \V( 
have now the happinefs of feeing— v/hat we al* 
ways biilcrto wiflied for, and lamented the war 
of, as the only remaining defideratum that \ 
could hope for, or even dcfirc j— the principl 
of our Ancient and Honourable Craft held up t 
mankind in fo clear, perfpicuous, and amiabl 
light, as the moft enlightened muft view wili 
rapture, and even the moft profane admire will 
reverence, awe, veneration, and cftcem. It is It 
vain to multiply words. We cannot, we wf 
not, compliment with the unmeaning prolixi{J 
of fuperfluous expreilions : Much we might c(«^ 
tainly fay without deceit or flattery ; but let ^^ 
the ctrcmcnious part of politencfs give place in r 
words and actions to love, honour, harmony, \ 
proportion. \^ 



C vii ] 

With the fincereft and mod afFe«Elionate than1c» 
for your elegant publication, and the mod fan« 
guine expeftations in every refpeft from your- 
generous ardour and uncommon abilities, we beg 
leave to fubfcribe ourfelves, 

Sir^ and Brother, 
Your grateful Brethren, and 
Very obliged humble fervants^ 
STEP. BELL. 
. , .. M. ALLISON. 

Aug Tt^.7;^ SAM. HIGMAN. 



King's Arms Lodge, 7 Die Mercurii, 28 Juliiy 
Falmouth, No. 116. 5 A. L. 5773. 

A lodge was this day held at the houfe of 

of Brother Edward Snoxell, (Brother Nicholas , 

t Symons, Mafter, in the chair) when a motion 

^ being made by Brother Stephen Bell, Deputy 

' Provincial Grand Mafter, and fecondcd by Bio« 

I ther Matthew AUifon, Provincial Secretary, the 

lodge came to the following refolutions, viz.. 

Rcfolvedy That a letter of thanks be tranfmit* 
]ptcd to Brother William Prefton, for his very 
. ingenious and elegant pamphlet, intitled ^^ Illuf- 
,:tratcons of Mafonry.'* 

Refolvedy That a committee, confiding of three 
members of this lodge, be appointed, in order to 
fignify to. Brother Prefton the very great refpe£t 

A 4 t^is. 
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this lodge pays him as a Mafon ; and to commu- 
nicate to him what fentiments it entertains of his 
publication. 

^ Rtfohed^ That Brother Stephen Bell, Deputy 
Provincial Grand Mafler, Brother M. Alliron, 
Provincial Secretary, and Brother Sam. Higman, 
Secretary to this lodge, be the committee for 
cc/nduAing this bufincfs. 

. By Order of the Lodge, 

" ' SAM. HIGM AN, Secretary. 



:, P R E F A C E. 

WHoever condders, %vith attention, 
the nature and defign of Mafonry, 
\ mud readily admit its general utility. 
j Few of the members of this Society, who 
: have examined its tenets, have ever re- 
'< traded their favourable opinion of it. 
• Did not its own excellence ftrike with im- 
! mediate conviction, it never could have 
j been fo ftrenuouHy fupported, fo nobly 
{ patronized, or fo greatly encouraged, 
I through a long fucceflion of ages. Men 
l of the moft didinguiHied talents, and of 
I the higheft rank, in all countries, have 
.; not difdained to lay afide thofe didinc- 
i tions to which their charader in life en- 
\ title them ; that they might enjoy the 
i'pleafures, and partake of the privileges, 
j of Mafonry. 

From a perfeft fenfe of its utility, and 

an anxious defire to difplay its value, I 

have been induced to offer the following 

papers to the confideration of the Public; 

A *• Many 



X PREFACE. 

Many reafons might have withheld me 
from the attempt } my inability as a wri- 
ter, my attention to the duties of my 
profefllon, and the many abler hands who 
Jiavc treated the fubjcd before me : yet, 
under all thefe difadvantages, the perfua- 
ilons of my friends, added to my zeal in 
the caufe, have enabled me to furmount 
every difficulty, and to rifle my reputa* 
tion on the fate of my performance. 

The favourable reception this Publica- 
tion has met with in its firft date, has 
induced me to fpare no pains in rendering 
its fecond appearance in the world not lefs 
undcfcrving the attention of the brethren. 
This Edition contains many articles never 
brforc publlfhed, and is confulerably en- 
larged by the addition of fevcral ufefiil 
remarks and obfcrvations. The prir.ci- 
pal articles are compiU-d fro:n authentic 
records, and the heft ;«utiioricies I could 
procure. 1 have not always particularly 
fpecified the different fources of my infor-; 
mation ; becaule the facfls I have adduced 
are well known to the majority of the 
brethren who are coVkV«^;iiv\^\^\^^ "^"^ 
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cient praflices of the Society. To my 
friends I am indebted for many extracts 
from old MSS. which tend to illulhrate 
my fubjeft, particularly to my worthy 
brother Capt. George Smith, Infpcdlpr of 
the Royal Academy at Woolwich, from 
whom I had the pleafure to receive many 
valuable annotations. 

An account of the proceedings at the 
Grand Gala in 1772* as it was a tern- 
porary affair, I have entirely omitted, to 
make room for more ufeful matter. The 
oration which was delivered on that oc> 
cafion 1 have included in the Vindication 
of Mafonry, which I have divided into 
I feftions, that any particular part of it 
I may occafionally be more eafily referred 
to. In the illullration of the leciures, 
I which conftitutes the lecond part of this 
I Edition, I have extended my remarks to 
I all the degrees, and have introduced a 
concife defcription of certain particulars, 
which come under our confideration in 
the courfe of the different feftions. To 
the Public, in general, thefe may appear 
rather unconneded and improperly placed, 
A 6 but 
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but to the well-inforiwed mafon, I flatter 
myfelf, they will be ufeful and interefling. 
The hiftorical part of the Work is 
confiderably enlarged, and Mafonry is 
traced from its firft appearance in £ng- . 
land to the prefent time. An account 
is given of the moft remarkable occur- ; 
rences of the Society, and of its patrons : 
and protedors, at different periods. The 
detail of fome of the civil commotions j 
in the reign of Henry VI. which was 
given in the Firft Edition, I thought to 
have now omitted, but as it appears, 
from fome old papers which have come 
under my infpeftion, that the edid iffued 
at that time againd the mafons took its 
rife from a falfe fufpicion of their being 
concerned in thefe difturbances, 1 have 
found it ncceflTary flill to retain the ac- 
count. In order, however, not to inter- 
rupt the hillory in its regular courfe, I 
have given the chief part of thefe tranf- 
actions in the notes. 

At the end I have inferted a few fongs,, 
which I apprehend will be more necenrary,^ 
sa mzny of them ma^ bt \tvvtQ^vl^^^^^^^ 
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propriety, to enliven the proceedings in 
the courfe of the ceremonies of -which t 
have given an explanation. 

In ihort, I have ufed my beft endea- 
vours to render this Edition complete, 
but how I have fucceeded in my dc- 
fign, I muft leave the fraternity to de- 
termine. It may be fufficient to obferve, 
that, as my intentions are good, I hope 
their candour and generofity will readily 
overlook any inaccuracies they may dif- 
cover *, under the refledion, that my fub- 
je£t would not admit of that open free- 
dom of communication, which might have 
been expedted from another theme, not 
under the fame reftriftions. 

"When I firft had the honour to be 
clefted m^fter of a lodge, I thought it 
my duty to inform myfelf more fully 
of the general rules of the Society; in 
order that I might be able to explain to 
the brethren under my dircftion, their 
utility and importance > and officially 
to enforce a due obedience to them. The 
various methods I adopted with this view, 
excited in fome of fuperHcial knowledge. 
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an abfolute diflikc, of what they confi- 
dered as innovations ; and in others of 
more enlarged faculties, a jealoufy of 
pre-eminence, that the principles of Ma- 
fonry ought to have checked. Notwith- 
itanding thefe difcouragemencs, 7 perfe- 
vcrcd in my intentions, of fupporting the 
dignity of the Society, and of difcharging 
with fidelity the tr uft repofcd in me. 

As candour and incegrity, with a warm 
zeal, uninfluenced by intereft and un- 
biafled by favour, will ever fupport a good 
caufe, many of my opponents (pardon the 
expreflion) were foon convinced by argu- 
ment of their error, and not only applauded 
my meafures, but cheerfully concurred ia 
their execution ; while others fecretly ap- 
proved what their former declared opi- 
nions forbad them publicly to adopt. 

This unexpected fuccefs exceeded my 
moft fanguine wifhes, and induced me to 
enquire, with a more minute attcntion>. 
into the contents of our various letlures. 
The ru-lc and imperfeft ftate in which 1 
found fome of them, the difnculties I en- 
countered in my featchsilw o\W^^^xA^\^ 
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variety of modes eftablifliedin our different 
affemblies, rather difcouraged me in my 
iirft attempt : perfevciing, however, in my 
defign, I continued my purfuit } and mth 
a few zealous friends to the caufe, who 
I { had carefully preferved what ignorance 
il and the degeneracy of a corrupt age had 
[\ rejeAed as unintelligible and abfurd, I 
! 1 diligently fought for the ancient and veneii 
i v Table landmarks of the Society. 
'^ In the profecution of my endeavours 
to revive the wife charges and ufeful regu- 
lations of Mafonry, which inattentbn had 
fuffered to fmk into oblivion, I folicited 
the adivity and alTiftance of my friends r 
And, with their kind help and generous 
fupport, I, in part, happily accomplilhed 
j^j the defign I had formed. 

Dire<5tcd by an afilduous ftudy and 
careful perufal of our ancient charges, 
which we eftabli(hed as the bafis of our 
work, our firft ftep was attentively to 
confider the nature of the inftitution. 
To imprint on the memory their excel- 
lence and utility in the faithful difcharge 
of our duty, we reduced the more mate- 
rial 
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rial parts of them into pradtice, and pro- 
fecuted our inquiries after dill more ufe- 
ful knowledge. 

To encourage others to join in our great 
undertaking, we obferved a general rule 
of reading, or ordering to be read, one 
or other of thefe charges on every regular 
meeting ; and of oflTering our fentiments 
in elucidation of fuch particular paffages 
as ieemed to be obfcure. This practice 
we ftill retain, perfuadcd that a recital 
of our duty can never be difagreeable to 
thofe acquainted with it i and to thofe to 
whom it is not known, ihould any fuch 
be, it is highly proper to recommend it. 

Such was the method we followed in 
the iniroduftion of our plan, which being 
favourably received, we gradually im- 
proved, and brought into form the feve» 
ral fcdtions which compofe the three lec- 
tures of Mafonry. 

The progrefs made daily by our lyftem, 
pointed out the neceflity of obtaining the 
fan^ion of our patrons. Several of our 
brethren, gentlemen of acknowledged ho- 
jipur and integrity, jolivtd ^*\v\v >a&\t^ -ww 
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j application to the Grand Officers for their 
• patronage ; and the fcheme of a Grand 
i Gala * was propofed, as the moft.efiedlual 
■ means to convince them of the propriety 
'] of reftoring Mafonry to its primitive 
] luftre, and rendering it worthy the atten- 
I tion of men of judgment and penetration. 
; This happily fucceeded, and the regula- 
! rity obferved by the officers in their difFe- 
j rent departments on the occailon, fo fully 
! anfwered the expectations of the original 
promoters, as not only to gain the fanc- 
tion required, but to fecure the counte- 
nance and fupport of our rulers to the 
profccution of our plan. 

I have thus ventured to appear in vin- 
dication of the ceremonies, and in fupport 
of the privileges of Mafonry. If I con- 
tinue to fucceed in my expectations of 
giving the world a favourable idea of the 
in(titution, 1 fliall be happy in the full 
completion of my wilh. If my hopes are 
frultrated, I (hall (till indulge the not un- 
pleafant reflection of having exerted my 
be(t endeavours in a good caufe. 

^ * The Ie£)are on the firft degree wu pnblici/ de- 
liven I occaiioa* 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 

THE following Piece is founded on a Dif- 
courfe compofed by Brother Charles Leslie, 
member of the Vernon Kilwiiining Lodge, 
Edinburgh, and delivered by him at the confe- 
cration of that Lodge on the 1 5th of May, 1 741. 
It was publifhed in the Edinburgh Free-Mafons 
Pocket Companion of the year 1 765. 

This ingenious author has difplayed great 
taftc in the choice of his fubjeA, and has handled 
it with a confiderable (hare of propriety. In 
building, however, on the foundation and the 
materials he has laid and collc£led, it appeared 
to me necefllary to deviate in a great meafure 
from his views; fo that the fupcrftrudture I 
have raifed is to be confidercd almofl entirely as 
a new work. 

The liberty I have taken, I hope will be 
freely pardoned, when it is remembered, that 
it proceeds from an ardent zeal to promote the 
reputation of a Society truly refpeflable. 
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MASONRY. 



WHOEVER reHc«5ts on the objefts 
that furround him, will Hnd abun- 
dant reafon to admire the works of Na- 
ture, and adore the Being who diredts 
-/uch adonifhing operations: he will be 
^.convinced, that infinite wifdom could 
I alone defign, and infinite power finilh 
i fuch amazing works. 
; If a man were placed in a beautiful 
'garden, would not his mind, on a calm 
[ furvey of its rich colledions, be affeiLted 
[Avith the moft exquifite delight ? the 
titrroves, the grottoes, the artful wilds. 
Bowery parterres, the opening viftos, 
B 2 the 
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the lofty cafcades, the winding fti-cams, 
the whole variegated fcene, would awaken 
his fenfibilicy, and infpire his foul with 
the moft exalted ideas. When he ob- 
ferved the delicate order, the nice fym- 
ir.etry, and beautiful d'fpofition of every 
part, which though feemingly complete 
in itfelf, yet refledted furprifing and new 
beauties on the other, fo that nothing 
could be wanting to make one beautiful 
whole, with what bewitching fcnfations 
would his mind be agitated ! A view of 
this delightful fcene would naturally lead 
him to admire and venerate the happy 
genius of him who contrived it. 

If the produ<flions of art can fo forcibly 
imprefs the human mind with furprifc 
and admiration, with how much greater! 
aftonilhment, and with what more pro-* 
found reverence, mufl: we behold the ob- 
jeds of Nature, which, on every hand, 
prefent to our view unbounded fcenes of 
pleafure and delight, in which divinity 
and wifdom are alike confpicuous ? The 
icenes which Nature difplays are icidkcdU 
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too expanded for the narrow capacity of 
man ♦, yet it is cafy, from the uniformity 
of the whole, to comprehend what may 
lead to the true fource of happinefs, the 
grand Author of exiftence, the fiipreme 
Governor of the world, the one perfect 
and unfuUied Beauty. 

Befide all the gaieties and pleafing pro* 
fpe£ts which every where furround us, 
and with which» our fenfes are every mo- 
ment gratified j befide the fymmetry, good 
order, and proportion, that appear in the 
whole works of the creation, there is 
fomething farther that affeds the rcflcd- 
( ing mind, and draws its attention nearer 

» » . 

I to the Divinity^the univerfal harmony 
i and affedion which fubfifl: throughout 
i the different fpecies of beings of every 
I rank and denomination. Thefe are the 
ifure cements of the rational world, and 
by thefe alone the rational world fubfifVs, 
Could we think that it was pofilblc for 
them to be diflblved. Nature too, and 
man, the chief work of God, would foon 
return, tp. chaos, and univerfal ruin enfue. 

a* If 
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If we look around us we (hall find, 
that in the whole order of beings, from 
the feraph that adores and burns, down 
to the meaneft infc£t, all, according to 
their proportion in the fcalc of exigence, 
have, more or lefs, implanted in them 
by wife Nature, the principle of uniting 
with others of the fame fpecies with them- 
felves. Do we not obferve fome of even 
the mod inconfiderable animals formed 
into different ranks and focieties for the 
benefit and protedion of each other? 
Need I name the careful ant, or the in- 
duflrious bee ? infe<5l$ which the wifefl; 
of men has recommended as a pattern of 
unwearied induftry and prudent forefight. 
If we raife our ideas higher, we ihall 
find that the innate principle of friendlhip 
rifes in proportion as the objedls feem to 
advance nearer to the degree of rational 
There can be no better way of judging ■ 
of the fuperiority of one part of the animal [ 
creation above the other, than by obferv- 1 
tng what degrees of kindnefs and feeming.' 
^wd-uaturc they tivpj, ^w^n^^tx^ V 
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fhall here paufe, and leave the difquifi- 
tion of this philofophical fubjedt to fome 
more refined genius of fuperior abilities, 

§ 2. No fubjeft can more properly en- 
gage our attention, than the benevolent 
difpofittons, and good temper of foul, 
which indulgent Nature has fo kindly be* 
[lowed upon the rational fpecies. Thefe 
prefent to the mind agreeable refledions, 
and are replete with happy efFefts. The 
bread is infpired with tender feelings, and 
a reciprocal intercourfe of kind and gene- 
rous a£lions univerfally prevails. As hu» 
man nature rifes in the fcale of things, fo do 
the focial aSTcAions likewife arife. When 
friendlhip is firm and cemented* we enjoy a 
high degree of pleafure ; when it deadens 
or declines, we experience an equal de- 
gree of pain. In every breaft there reigns 
a propenfity to friendlhip, which, once 
properly eftabliflied, fweetens every tem- 
poral enjoyment, and removes the dif- 
quietudes to which the infirmities of our 
nature expofe us. 

B 4 The 
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r^Fricndfliip, in its progrefs through the ; 
circle of private connexions, gives rife to . 
'benevolence, which no limits can circum* ■ 
fcribe. Its influence is univerfal, and ex- 
tends to every branch of the human race. ; 
I This virtue leads us to view the intereft of 
/ ibciety as the intereft of each individual. ! 
Aduated by this principle, the fame fcn- 
timents infenfibly operate on the mind, 
and prom^ us to feelc our own happinefs 
in the happinefs of our fellovy-creatures. 
Thus a fixed and permanent union is 
cflablilhed among mankind. 
^""^Neverthelefs, though the influence of 
friendftiip, confidered as the fource of be- 
nevolence, is unlimited, it exerts itfelf 
more or Icfs vehemently as the objects it 
favours are nearer or more remote. 
Hence fprings true patriotifm, which 
fires the foul with the moft generous ' 
flame, creates the bed and mofl: difln- 
terefted virtue, and infpires that public 
ijpirit and heroic ardor, whicli enables us 
to fupport a good caufe, and rifk our 
lives in its defence* 
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I j Tills commendable virtue crowns the 

, i lover of his country with unfading laurels, 

i gives a luftre to all his adions, and con- 

h iccrates his name to lateft ages. The 

1 warrior's glory may conlift in murder, 

and the rude ravage of the defolating 

fword } but the blood of thoufands will 

!i not flain the hands of his country's friend. 
I His virtues are open, and of the noblefl: 
!J kind. Confcious integricy fupports him 
I againd the arm of power ; and (liould he 
I bleed by tyrant-hands, he glorioufly dies 
I a martyr in the caufe of liberty, and 
' ] leaves to pofterity an everlafting monu- 
] ment of the greatnefs of his fouL 
I Friend fhip not only appears divine 
I when employed in preferving the liber- 
I ties of our country,, but (hines with equal 
I fplendor m tlie more tranquil hours. of 
.= life. Before it rifes into the noble flame 
of patriotifm, aiming deftruflion at the 
heads of tyrants, thundering for liberty, 
and courting dangers in a good caufe } 
we (hall fee it calm and moderate, burn- 
ing with an even glow, improving the 
foft hours of peace^ and heightening the 
B 5 reliih 
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rcUlh for virtue. Hence it is that con- j 
trafts are formed, focieties are inftituted, \ 
and the vacant hours of life are cheerfully I 
employed in agreeable company, and 
focial converfation. 

Though every man who carefully liftens 
to the dictates of reafon, may arrive at a 
clear perfuafion of the neceffity and beauty 
j of virtue both private and public *, yet 
I it is a full recommendation of a fociety 
to have thefe purfuits continually in view 
as the fole objeAs of their affociation: 
and thefe are the laudable bonds that 
unite free-mafons together in one indiflb- 
luble fraternity. 

§ 3. Among the various kinds of fo- 
tieties to which the pafTions and inclina- 
tions of men have given birch, we find 
few that are juftly exempt from cenfure. 
The influence of friendfhip feldom ope- 
rates fo powerfully in our general alTocia- 
tions, as to promote that fincere attach- 
ment to the welfare and profpcrity of 
each other, which can alone conditute 
the effence of civil fociety. TVw\& \k«j\ 
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be attributed to feveral caufes, but to no- 
one with more propriety than to the re- 
prehenfible mocives which generally lead> 
us to the participation of focial entertain- 
ments. It frequently happens, that in 
the quick circulation of the cheerful 
glafs, we forget the more important 
duties of life, and bury our ncbleft fa- 
culties in the cup of ebriety. From fuch 
unguarded conduct the more prudenc 
part of mankind have conceived a ge- 
neral prejudice againft convivial meet- 
ings, of which it is di/Bcult to wipe off 
the imprefllon. Thus the beft inilitu- 
tions may be brought into contempt by 
the indifcretion of thole who form them. 

Mafonry has net efcaped this general 
cenfure. Though by a fecret and attrac- 
tive force it difpofes the heart to everjr 
focial virtue, there are men fo callous to 
every laudable principle, as to refift its 
influence, and even to a£b in dire^* con- 
trad i(^ ion to its betl edablifhed rules. 
Hence the uninilrufled part of mankind 
have been encouraged to cheridi an in- 
diflferent idea of the inftitution, and ig- 
B 6 norantly 



12 A VINDICATION 

norantly to propagate their opinions to 
the world. Thus the proceedings of a 
fociety which merits the higheft cnco- 
miums, have been fubjedted to the mod 
unjuft afperfions. Vain, however, is each 
idle furmife againfl: it*, while Mafonry 
is properly fupported, it will be proof 
againfl: every attack of its mod inveterate 
enemies* Men are not aware, that by de- 
crying laudable inftitutions, they derogate 
fromjhedignity of human nature, and from 
that good order and wife difpofition of 
things which the almighty Author of the 
world has framed for the government of 
mankind, and has eflablifhed as the bafis 
of the moral fydem* Fricndlhip and 
focial delights can. never be the objeft of 
reproach. That wifdom which hoary 
Time has fanftified, can never be the 
objeft of ridicule. Whoever pretends 
to ccnfure or contemn what they cannot 
comprehend, muft appear equally mean 
and contemptible. The generous heart 
will pity ignorance fo afpiring and info- 
lent. 
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1 § 4. Geometr/, the firft and nobleib 
! of fciences, is the bafis on which the 
j fuperftrufture of Mafonry is credlcd. By 
} geometry, we may curioufly trace Nature 
i through her various windings, to her mofl: 
1 concealed receffcs. By it we may difco- 
1 ver the power, the wifdom, and the 
j goodnefs of the grand Artificer of the 
univerfe, and view with amazing delight 
the beautiful proportions which connedt 
and grace this vaft machine. By it we 
may difcover how the planets move in 
their different orbs, and mathematically 
demonftrate their various revolutions. 
By it we may rationally account for the 
return of feafons, and the mixed variety 
of fcenes which they difplay to the dif- 
1 cerning eye. Numberlefs worlds are 
around us, all framed by the fame Divine 
I Artift, which roll through the vaft cx- 
I panfe, and are all conduced by the fame 
; unerring law of Nature. How muft we 
I then improve? With what grand ideas 
' muft fuch knowledge fill our minds ; and 
how worthy is it of the attention of all 
rational beings ? 

A furvcy 
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v"^ A furvey of nature, and the obfervation 
i of its beautiful proportions, firft detcr- 
[xnined man to imitate the divine plan, 
jand to ftudy fymmetry and order. This 
gave rife to focieties, and birth to every 
iifeful art. The architeft began to de- 
fign, and the plans which he laid down, 
improved by experience and time, pro- 
duced fome of thofe excellent works which 
will be the admiration of future ages. 
j Thus, from the commencement of 
I the world, we may trace the foundation 
.\of Mafonry. Ever fince order began, 
and harmony difplayed her charms, 
it has had a -being. During many 
ages, and in many different countries, 
it has flourilhed. No art, no fcience 
preceded it. In the dark periods of an- 
tiquity, when literature was in a low 
Aate, and the rude manners of our fore> 
fathers withheld from them the know> 
ledge we now fo amply Ihare, Mafonry 
began to diffufe her influence. The 
mylteries of this fcience unveiled, arts 

tnftantly 
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\ indantly arofc, civilization took place, 
; and the progrefs of knowledge and phi- 
' lofophjr gradually difpelled the gloom of 
: ignorance and barbarifm. Government 
' being fettled, authority was given to 
\ laws, and the aflemblies of the fraternity 
;' acquired the patronage of the great and 
.! the good, while the tenets of the pro- 
! fcflion were attended with general and 
> unbounded utility. 

i § 5. I iball now proceed to confider 
I in what other refpeds Mafonry is of uni- 
I verfal utility to mankind, how it is re- 
; concilable to the bed policy, and why all 
i men are bound to promote it. It is not 
I my intention to enter into an elaborate 
I difquifition of the inllitution *, the ta(k 
: far exceeds my abilities *, I (hall only fub- 
I mit to the ferious confideration of my 

readers a few general obfervations on the 

fubjedb. 
Abftrading from the pure pleafures 

which arife from a friendfhip fo wifely 

condituted as that which fubllfts among 

mafons. 
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mafons, and which it is fcarce pofllbk 
that any circumdance or occurrence can ! 
erafe, we find Mafonry is a fcjence con- 
fined to no particular countiy, but dif- 
fufed over the whole terreftrial globe. 
Wherever arts fiourifii, there it flouriflies 
too. Add to this, that by Secret and 
inviolable figns, carefully prcferved among 
the fraternity throughout the world, Ma- 
fonry becomes an univerfal language. 
By this means, many advantages are 
gained : The diftant Chinefe, the wild 
Arab, or the American favage, will eni- 
f brace a brother Briton ; and he will 
know, that befide the common ties of 
I humanity, there is ftill a llronger obliga- 
! tion to engage him to kind and friendly 
,aftions. The fpirit of the fulminating 
pricft will be tamed ; and a moral brother, 
though of a different perfuafion, engage his 
edeem. Thus all thofe difputes which em- 
bitter life and four the tempers of men, are 
avoided j and every face is clad in fmiles, 
while the common good of all, the general 
defign of the craft, is zealoufly purfued. 

Hence 
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! Hence the univerfal utility of Mafoniyl 
lis fufScienily obvious. It unites men or 
I the mod; oppofice religions, of the mod clif-| 
jtant countries, and of the moft contra- 
i didlory opinions, in one IndiiToluble bond 
of unfeigned a6e£tion, and binds them, 
, ) by the (Ironged ties, to the practice of 
1 jfecrecy, morality, and virtue. Thus in 
; j every nation a mafon may find a friend* 
• 'and in every climate he may find a 
■ '■'. home. 

Is it not then evident, that Mafonry 
is an univerfal advantage to mankind ? 
i Unlefs difcord and harmony be the fame, 
it muft be fo. It is likewife reconcilable 
to the beft policy, as it prevents that heat 
of pafllon and thofe partial animofities 
which dihcrent interefts too often create. 
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I § 6. Mafonry paflfes and is underllood 
under two denominations : it is operative 
and fpeculative. By the former, we al- 
lude to the ufeful rules of architedlure, 
whence a ftrufture derives figure, ftrcngth, 
and beauty, and whence refult a due pro- 
portion 
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portion and a jufl; corrcfpondence in all 
its parts. By the latter, we learn to fub. 
due the paflions, a6fc upon the fquare, 
keep a tongue of good report, maintain 
fecrecy, and practife charity. 

Speculative Mafonry is fo much inter. 
woven with religion, as to lay us under 
the ftrongeft obligations to pay to the 
Deity that rational homage, which at 
once conftitutes the duty and happinefs 
of mankind. It leads the contemplative 
to view with reverence and admiration 
the glorious works of the creation, and 
infpires them with the mod exalted ideas 
of the perfeAions of the great Creator.— 
Operative Mafonry furnifhes us with 
dwellings, and convenient fhelters from 
the vicilTitudes and the inclemencies of 
feafons. It difplays human wifdom in a 
proper arrangement of materials, and de- 
mondrates that a fund of fcience and in< 
dudcy is implanted in the rational fpecies 
for the moft wife, falutary, and benefi- 
cent purpofes. 

The 
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The lapfe of time, the ruthlefs hand 
of ignorance, and the devaftationsofwar, 
have laid wafte and deftroyed many valu- 
able monuments of antiquity. Even the 
temple of king Solomon, fo fpacious 
and magnificent, and conftruded by fo 
many celebrated artilb, was yet laid in 
ruins, and efcaped not the unfparing ra- 
vages of barbarous force. Free-Mafonry, 
notwithftanding, has been able ftill to 
furvive. The attentive car receives the 
found from the inftruftive tongue, and 
its facred myfteries are fafely lodged in 
the repofitory of faithful breads. The 
tools and implements of architecture, fym- 
bob the mofl: exprelTive ! imprint on the 
memory wile and ferious truths, and 
tranfmic unimpaired, through the fuccef- 
flon of ages, the excellent tenets of this 
inditution. 

§ 7. Mafonry is a progrelfive fcience, 
and is divided into different clafTes or de- 
grees, under particular reftridions and 
injunctions of fidelity, for the more re- 

gulac 
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gular advancement of its profeflbrs in 
the knowledge of its myfteries. Ac- 
cording to the progrefs vre make, we arc j 
led to limit or extend our inquiries ; and j 
in proportion to our genius and capacity, 
wc attain to a greater or lefs degree of 
perfection. This mode of government 
may fufficiently explain tiie importance 
of Mafonry, and give us a true idea of its 
nature and defign. 

Three clafles are generally received 
under different appellations. The privi- 
leges of each are diflindt, and particular 
means are adopted to preferve thefe pri- 
vileges to the juft and meritorious. Ho- 
nour and probity are recommendations 
to the firft clafs, in which the praftice of 
virtue is enforced, and the duties of mo- 
rality inculcated ; while the mind is pre- 
pared for focial converfe, and a regular 
progrefs into the principles of knowledge 
and philofophy. Diligence, afllduity, 
and application, are qualiBcations for the 
fecond clafs, in which an accurate elu- 
cidation of fcience, both in theory and 



r^ 



' 



OF MASONRY. 21 
pra<flice, is given ; human reafon is cul-. 
tivated by a due exertion of our rational 
and intelleflual powers and faculties ^ 
nice and difficult theories are explained ; 
frelh difcoveries arc produced, and thofe 
already known are beautifully embcllifhed. 
The third dafs is confined to a feleft 
few, whom truth and fidelity have diftin- 
guiflied, whom years and experience have 
improved, and whom merit and abilities 
have entitled to preferment. With them 
the ancient lajid marks of the Order are 
preferved ; and from ihem we learn and 
praftife thofe neceflary and inftruftivc 
leiTons which dignify the Art, and qua- 
lify its profeflbrs to convince the unin- 
ftru£led of its excellence and utility. 

This is our eftablilhed mode of govern- 
ment when we aft in conformity to Our 
rules : hence true friend (hip is cultivated 
between different ranks and degrees of 
men, hofpitality is promoted, induftry 
rewarded, ingenuity encouraged, and ail 
unnecefTary (Hftinftioos are loft in the ge- 
neral good. 

§8. If 
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§ 8. If the fccrcts of Mafonry are 
replete with advantage to mankind, it ' 
may be aflced, why is not the poflTeinon 
of them attended with better effedls, and 
why are they not publickly expofed for ■ 
the general good of fociety ? To this it 
may be anfwered; if the privileges of 
Mafonry were to be common, or indif- 
criminately bcftowed, the defign of the 
jnllitution would not only be fubverted, 
but being familiar, like many other im- 
portant matters, they would foon lofe j 
their value, and fink into difregard. ' 

It is a weaknefs in human nature, that 
men are generally more charmed with no- i 
velty, than the real worth or intrinfic va- 
lue of things. The operations of Nature, 
though beautiful, magnificent, and ufe- 
ful, are frequently overlooked, becaufe 
common and familiar. The fun rifes and 
fets, the fea Bows and reflows, rivers glide 
along their channels, trees and plants 
vegetate, men and beafts adb, and all 
thefe, ever prefent to our eyes, yet re- 
main unnoticed. The moft aftoniflii 

produdti 
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woduilions of nature are pafled over 
' ith indifference on account of their fa- 
iniiiarity, and excite not one fingle emo- 
'tion, either in admiration of the great 
Vaufe, or of gratitude for the blefllngs 
'conferred. Even virtue itfelf is not ex- 
empted from this unhappy bias in the 
conftitution of the human frame. No- 
jvehy influences all our anions, all our 
'determinations. Every thing that is new. 
or difficult in the acquifition, however 
trifling or infignificant, readily captivates 
the imagination, and cnfures a temporary 
-admiration i while what is familiar, or 
(cafily attained, however noble or eminent 
for utility, is fure to be difregarded by 
i the giddy and the unthinking. 



1! 



{ § 9. It is a truth too obvious to be 
concealed, that the privileges of Ma- 
fonry have been too common. Hence we 
may affign a reafon why their good ef- 
fefts are not more confpicuous. — Several 

Strfons enrol their names in Our records 
erely to oblige their friends i;"^ and re- 

fleft 
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(left not on the confequences of fuch a 
meafure, nor inquire into the nature of, 
their particular engagements. Not a few 
are prompted by motives of intereft ; and; 
many are introduced with no better view' 
than topleafe as good companions. A 
general odium, or at lead a carelefs indiffc' 
rence, is the refult of fuch condud. — But| 
here the evil flops not. — Thefe perfons,{ 
ignorant of our noble principles, probably! 
without any real defcft in their ownf 
morals, are led to recommend others of, 
the fame call with thcmfelves for the fame, 
purpofe. Thus, behold the end ! the mod 
facrcd part of Mafonry is turned into feoff- 
and ridicule, and the fuperficial praftices 
of a luxurious age bury in oblivion prin-j 
ciples which have dignified princes, and 
the mod exalted charadbers. 

If our fecrets or peculiar forms confti* 
Cuted the eflence of the art, it might with 
fomc degree of propriety be alleged that 
our amufements were trlBing, and our cere 
monies abfurd. But this the fkilful well* 
informed mafon knows to be falfe. He 
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draws them to a nearer infpeftion ; he ad- 
verts to the circumftances which gave rife 
to them ; he confiders and dwells upon 
the excellent lefTons they inculcate } and 
Bnding them replete with ufeful know- 
ledge, he adopts them as keys to our pri- 
vileges, and prizes them as facred. Thus 
he is convinced of the propriety of our 
folemnities, and candidly acknowledges 
their value from their utility. 

Many have been deluded by the vague 
fuppofition that the myfteries of Malbnry 
were merely nominal, that the praftices 
cUnbliflied among us were (light and 
i'uperficial, and that our ceremonies were 
of fuch trifling import, as to be adopted 
or waved at pleafurc. Eftablilhing their 
opinion on this falfe foundation, we have 
found them hurrying through all the de- 
grees without adverting to the necelTar/ 
qualifications. Having pafTed through 
the ufual formalities, they have accepted 
oHiccs, and aflTumed the government of 
Lodges, equally unacquainted with the 
duties of the trufts repofed in them, and 

C the 
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the defign of the fociety they pretended 
to govern. The confequence is obvious -, 
anarchy and confuHon have enfucd, and the 
fubftance has been loft in the fhadow.— 
Thus men eminent for ability, for rank, and 
for fortune, view with indifference the di- 
ftinguilhed honours of Mafonry, and either 
accept offices with reluftance, or rejcft 
them with difdain. 

Such are the difadvantages under which 
our fociety has long laboured. Every 
zealous friend to Malbnry mufl: earneftly 
wifh for a reformarion of thefe abufes. 
Of late years, to the honour of our prcfent 
patrons, let it be acknowledged, that 
under their aufpices our alTemblies have 
been better regulated. 

I 10* The good effects of prefcrving 
order and decorum, promoting harmony, 
and inculcating a due obedience to the 
general regulations of the Order are too 
obvious to require a laboured elucidation. 
Of this the flourilhing ftate of fevcral 
Lodges who have adopted a regular plan 
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of government, are convincing proofs. 
If the brethren who have the honour to 
prefide over Lodges, were properly ap- 
prized of the duties of their refpeftivc 
offices, a general reformation would foon 
take place. This hint may probably be 
produdive of good confequences, as a 
flep fo laudable muft evince the pro* 
priety of our feveral appointments, and 
lead mankind to acknowledge, that fome- 
times at leafl: our honours are defervedly 
beftowed. Thus the ancient luftre of ouf 
refpeftable fraternity will be happily re- 
ftored, and our fyftem of government 
univerfally applauded •, virtue being duly 
encouraged, and merit properly re- 
warded. 

This conduct can alone retrieve our 
charadlcr. Our prudent anions muft 
diftinguilh our title to the honours of 
I Mafonry, and our regular deportment 
difplay the influence and utility of our 
excellent rules. The world in general 
will then admire the regularity of our 
meafures, and reconcile the uniformity of 
C 2 our 
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our proceedings with the tenets we pro- 
fefs to revere. 

^11. Mafonry is founded upon har- 
mony, and fubfifts by regularity and pro- 
portion. The delicate pleaiures of friend- 
Ihip harmonize our minds, and exclude 
rancour, malice, or ill -nature. We cul- 
tivate brotherly love, and reconcile our- 
felves to the practice of every amiable 
virtue. By improving the mind in the 
principles of morality, we enlarge our 
underftandings, and more effciflually an* 
fwer the great ends of our exidence. 

No eftrangement of behaviour is ob« 
ferved in our aflcmblies. An uniformity 
of opinion, not only ufeful in exigencies, 
but pleafing in familiar life, univcrfally 
prevails among us, (Irengthens nil the 
ties of our friendfliip, and equally pro- 
motes love and efteem. Mafons are bre- 
thren by a double tie, and among. bro- 
thers there can exift no invidious didinc- 
tions. A king is reminded, tliat although 
a crown adorns his head, and a fceptre his 

band, 
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hand, yet the blood in his veins is derived 
from the common parent of mankind, and 
is no better than that of the meaneft of 
his fubjefts. Men in inferior ftations are 
taught to love their fuperiprs, when they 
fee them divefted of their grandeur, and 
condefcending to trace the paths of wif- 
dom, and follow virtue, aflfifted by thofe of 
a rank beneath them. Virtue i s true n o- 1/^ 
I bility, andwifdomis the channel by whTcIv 

• it is direfted and conveyed, \yifdo m and 

• virtue alone didinguifh niafons. 

I Mafonry, therefore, of itfdf, com-. 

: niands the highcll; regard, claims the 

; greaieft eftcem, and merits the mod ex- 

•tenfive patronage. If all that is good 

and amiable, if all that is ufeful to man* 

jkind or fociety, be defcrving a wife man's 

'•attention, Mafonry claims it in thehigheft 

Idcgree. It infpircs beautiful ideas, opens 

jand enlarges the mind, and affords an 

;abundant fource of fatisfaftion. It re- 

:Commends univerfal benevolence, and 

.every virtue which can endear one man 

jLo another} and is particularly adapted 

C 3 to 
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to give the mind the moft difinceredcd, 
the mod generous notions. 

Such is the nature of our venerable in* 
ftitution. Union is cemented by fincere 
attachment, hypocrify and deceit arc un- 
known, and pleafure is reciprocally com- 
municated by the cheerful obfervance of : 
*^^ obliging, officet Virtue, the grand ' 
object in view, luminous as the meridian i 
fun, Ihines refulgent on the mind, en*' 
livens the heart, and converts cool appro* | 
bation into warm fympathy and cordial I 
attention. 



§ 12. if the preceding account of Ma*: 
fonry be not exaggerated, it may excite 
furprife, why fofcwof its profeflbrs are 
ciiftinguifhed for exemplary lives. When, 
we confider the variety of members ofj 
which the fociety confifts, and the fmall 
number of thofe who are converfant with; 
the tenets of the inftitution, our wonder ., 
will, in fome degree, abate. It muft be 
admitted, that though the faireft and beit 
ideas may be imprinted on the mind, :| 
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there arc fomc perfons, who, carelefs of 
their own reputation, will confcquently 
difregard the moft inftruftivc leflbns. 
Such, I am ferry to obfcrvc, are fomc- 
times to be found among the profeflbrs 
of Mafonry. Many, even didinguilhed 
for a knowledge of the Art, are often 
difpofed to violate thofe rules, to which 
a pretended conformity may have gained 
them applaufe. By yielding to vice and 
intemperance, they frequently not only dif- 
grace themfelves, but reflect dilhonour 
upon Mafonry in general. This unfortu- 
nate circumftance has given rife to many 
fcverc rcfie5tions, which the prejudiced 
part of minkind have liberally be- 
llowed upon the fociety. But let it be 
proclaimed to the world at large, that 
thefe apoftates are unworthy of their truil, 
and that, whatever name or defignation 
they aiTume, they arc in reality no rnafons. 
It is equally incompatible with the tenets 
of Mafonry and the enga-^^ments of its pro- 
feiTors, to commit a dishonourable adion. 
Mafonry confifts in virtuous improvement, 
in cheerful and innocent paftime, and 

C ^ TVOt 
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not in lewd debauchery or unguarded 
cxcefs. 

But though unhappy brethren thus 
tranfgrefs, no wife man will draw any ar< 
gumentfrom thence againiV the fociety, or 
urge it as an objcAion again/l the inflitu« 
tion. If the wicked lives of men were 
admitted as an argument againd the reli<> 
gion which they profcfs, chriftianity itfelf, 
with all its divine beauties, would be ex* 
pofed to cenfure. 

Thus much we may aver in favour of 
Mafonry, that it countenances an error 
in no individual. Such as violate our 
laws, or infringe on good order, are 
marked with a peculiar odium; and if 
our mild endeavours to reform their lives 
ihould not anfwer the good purpofes in* 
tended, they are expelled our affemblies, 
as unfit members of fociety. Thus we 
fupport the dignity of our charadler, and 
difplay Mafonry in its genuine luftre. 

§ 13. Charity is the chief of every fe- 
cial virtue, and the diftinguifhing cha* 
raderiftic of our order. This virtue n 
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only includes a fupremc degree of love to( 
the great Creator and Governor of the\ 
univerfe, but an unlimited affedion to| 
beings of all charaders and of every de-^ 
nomination. This laft duty is forcibly 
inculcated by the example of the Deity 
himfelf, who liberally difpenfes his bene- 
ficence to unnumbered worlds. ^ 
The bounds of the greatefl; nation or 
the mod extenfive empire cannot circum* 
fcribe the generofity of a liberal mind. 
Mankind, in whatever fituation they are 
placed, are dill, in a great meafure, the 
fame. They are expofed to (imilar dan- 
gers and misfortunes. They have not 
wii'dom to forefce, or power to prevent, 
the evils incident to their nature. They 
hang in perpetual fufpenfe betwixt hope 
and fear, ficknefs and health, plenty 
and want. A mutual chain of depen- 
tience fubfifts throughout the animal cre- 
ation. The whole human fpecies are 
therefore proper objects for the exercife 
of charity. Beings who partake of 
one common nature, ought ever to be 
C 5 aduated 
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adbuated by the fame motives and inte- 
refts. Hence, to footh the unhappy, 
f^by fympathizing with their misfortunes, 
and to redore peace and tranquillity to 
agitated fpirits, conftitute the general 
and great ends of our inftitution. This 
humane, this generous difpoHtion, fires 
the bread with the mod manly feelings, 
and enlivens that fpirit of compafllon, 
which is the glory of the human frame, 
and vfhich not only rivals, but out(hines 
every other pleafurc the mind is capable 
of enjoying. 
r'^All human pafllons, if dire^ed by the 
Wuperior principle of reafon, tend to pro- 
lAHOte fome ufcful purpofc ; but compaf- 
fion exerted on proper objefts, is the 
moll beneficial of all other afifedlions *, it 
extends to greater numbers, and excites 
more ladiiig degrees of happinefs. 

PofleiTed of this amiable, this godlike 
difpofition, we are (hocked at mifery un- 
der every form and appearance. The 
healing accents that Bow from our tongue, 
not only alleviate the pain of the unhappy 

fuSerer^ 
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fufFerer, but maUe even advcrfity, in her 
I difmal ftate, look gay. Our pity excited, 
.1 we affuage grief, and cheerfully^ relieve 
] diftrefs. When a brother is in want," 
' j every heart is prone to ache ; when he is 
I hungry, we convey him food ; when he 
j is naked, we clothe him •, and when he 
is in trouble, we fly to his relief. Thus 
we evince the propriety of the title wc 
s alTume, and demon Urate to the world 
I that the term brother among mafons 
is not merely a name. 

If thefe ads are not fufHcient to recom* 
mend fo great and generous a plan, fuch 
a wife and good fociety, happy in them- 
felves, and equally happy in the poflfeflTion 
of every focial virtue, nothing which is 
truly good can prevail. The man who 
refiils arguments drawn from fuch topics, 
muft be lod to all fenfe of honour, and 
callous to the nobleft principles. 

$ 14. It muft be acknowledged by 
the moft inveterate enemies of Mafonry, 
that no fociety is more remarkable for 

C 6 the 
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(theprafticc of charity,- nor any affembly 
of men more univerfally famed for difw. 
terefted liberality. It cannot be faid that 

'we meet only in order to indulge in con- 
vivial mirth, while the poor and needy" 

.'ipine for relief. Our quarterly diftribu- 
tions, exclufive of the private fubfcrip- 
tions in our different lodges, to relieve 
diftrefs, will prove the contrary. Wc 
are always ready, in proportion to our 
circumftances, cheerfully to contribute 
to alleviate the misfortunes of our fellow- 
creatures. When we confider, however, 
the variety of perfons who prefent them- 
felves at our feveral meetings, whofc 
feeming diftrefs the didates of Nature as 
well as the ties of Mafoniy incline us to 
pity and relieve, we find it neceflary 
ibmetimes to inquire into the caufe of 
their misfortunes ; left a mifconceived 
tendernefs of difpofition, or an impolitic 
gcnerofity of heart, (hould prevent our 
making a proper diftindtion in the choice 
pf obje^. Though our hearts and ears 
are ever impreiTcd with, and open to the 

diftrcflcs 
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diftrcflcs of the deferving poor, yet our 
charity is not to be tnifapplied, nor 
our bounty difpenfed with a profufe libe- 
rality on tbofe who may probably ufe- 
Mafonry as a cloak to cover their impof' 
tures. Thofe who are burdened with » 
numeror.s offspring, and through age, 
ficknefs, infirmity, or fome unforefeen* 
accident in life, are reduced to poverty 
and want, particularly claim our atten- 
tlon, and feldom fail to experience the 
happy effefls of our fraternal aflbciations. 
We cdnfider their fituation as more eafy 
to be conceived than exprefTed, and are 
induced liberally to extend our charity 
in their behalf. Thus we give convince 
ing proofs of our wifdom and difcern- 1 
ment ; for though our benevolence is, 1 
as our laws, unlimited, yet our hearts ' 
glow principally with affedion toward the i 
deferving part of mankind, ^ 

From the above view of the advantages 
refulting from the practice and profelTion 
of Mafonry, it is evident every candid 

and 
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and impartial perfon muH acknowledge 
its fuperiority to the greater pare of mo- 
dem inftitutions. it is then furely no 
mean advantage, no trifling acquifition to 
any government or flate, to have under 
its jurifdidion a fociety of men who are 
loyal fubjefls, patrons of fcience, and 
friends to mankind. 

§ 15. Having explained the principles 
of Mafonry, and endeavoured to demon- 
(Irate its excellence and utility, I (hall 
conclude my obfervations with a few 
friendly admonitions, which I hope will 
be favourably received, as they proceed 
from a zealous attachment to the fociety. 

As ufeful knowledge is the great objeft 
of our ^[dUre, let us with alTiduity apply 
to the practice and profefTion of Mafonry. 
The ways of wifdom are beautiful, and 
lead to pleafure. Knowledge muil be 
attained by degrees, and is not every 
where to be found. Wifdom feeks the 
fecret (hade, the lonely cell defigned for 
3 contcm* 
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contemplation. There enthroned (he fits, 
delivering her facred oracles. There Itc 
us feek her, and purfue the real blifs. 
Though the pafTage is difficult, the far- 
ther we trace it, the eafier it will b^ 
come. 

If we are united, our focicty muft 
Hourifh. Let all private aniniofities, if 
any (hould exift, give place to peace and 
good fellowlhip. Uniting in the grand 
defign, let us be happy ourfelves, and 
endeavour to contribute to the happinefs 
of others. Let us promote the ufeful 
arts, and by that means mark our fupe- 
riority and diftinffcion; let us cultivate 
the focial virtues, and improve in all that 
is good and amiable ; let the genius of 
Mafonry prefide, and under her fovereign 
fway let us endeavour to a£t with becom- 
ing dignity. On every occafion lee us 
preferve a noblenefs and juftneis of un- 
derflianding, a politenefs of manner, and 
an evennefs of temper. Let our recrea- 
tions be innocent and purfued with mo- 
deration. 
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deration, and never let us fufFer irregular 
indulgences to expofe our character to de- 
rifion. Thus our conduA will be conform* 
able to our precepts, and we fhall fupport 
the name we have always borne, of being 
the moft refpeflable, the mod regular, 
and the moft uniform fociety under the 
Suo. 
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Masonry (lamps an indelible mark of 
pre-eminence on all its profeflbrs, which 
neither chance, power, nor fortune can 
beftow on t^ofe who have not been ini- 
tiated into its myfteries. It is a fure 
foundation of tranquillity amidfl: all the 
difappointments of life; it is a friend 
wIjo will not deceive, but will comfocc 
and afTid, both in profperity and adver- 
fity; it is a bleiling which will remain 
with all times, circumitances, and places, 
and may be had recourfe to when all 
other earthly comforts fail. 

Mafonry gives real and intrlnHc excel- 
lence to man, and renders him fit for the 
duties of focial life. It calms domeftic 
ilrife, is company io folitude, and gives 
vivacity, variety, and energy to focial con* 
vcrfation. In youth, it calms the paf^ 
fions, and employs ufefully our mofl: 
adtive faculties; and in old age, when 

ficknefs» 
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ficknefs, imbecillity and difeafe have be* 
numbed every corj}oreal fenfe, and ren> 
dered the union of foul and body almoft 
intolerable, it yields an inexhaultiblc fund 
of comfort and fatisfadion. 

Such are the general advantages of 
Mafonry ; to enumerate them feparaiely, 
would be an endlefs labour: it may be 
fuiEcient to fay, that he who is pofTefTed 
of this true fcience, and afts agreeably 
to the charafker he bears, has within 
himfelf the fpring and fupport of every 
focial virtue i a fubjeA of contempla- 
tion that enlarges the mind, and expands 
every mental power; a fubjed that is 
inexhauftible, is ever new, and always 
interefting. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 

IN the Firft Edition, the Remarks on Ma- 
fonry were conHnec] to the Firft Le<£lure| as 
more immediately connected with the proceed- 
ings at the Grand Gala, with a defcription of 
whieh that Edition commenced* But as the 
Gala was a temporary aiFair, the defcription of 
it 19. now omitted, to make room for matter 
iDore generally ufeful} and the Remarks are 
extended to all the Degrees* 
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REMARKS 

O N 

MASONRY. 

V/jAsoNRY is judly confidered as an 
art equally ufeful and extenfive. 
It mud be allowed, that in all arts there 
is a myfleryi which requires a gradual 
progreflion of knowledge to attain to any 
degree of perfeftion in them. Without 
much inllrudtion, and more exercifej no 
man can be (kilful in any art ; in like 
manner, without an alTiduous application 
to the various feftions comprehended in 
the different ledlures of Mafonry, no per- 
fon can be fufiiciently acquainted with its 
true value. 

It is not, however, to be inferred from 

this remark, that perfons who labour 

under the difadvantages of a confined 

2 education. 
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education, orwhofe fphereof life requires 
a more incenfe application to bufinefs or 
iludy, (hould be difcouraged in their en- 
deavours to gain a knowledge of Mafonry. 
To qualify an individual to enjoy the be- 
nefits of the fociety, and to partake of its 
privileges, it is not abfolutely neceffary 
to be acquainted with the more intricate 
parts of the fcience. Thefe are refervcd 
only for the diligent and alTiduous malbn. 
Some are more dextrous and artificial 
than others, fome more expert, feme more 
eminent, fome more ufeful*, yet all, in 
their different fphercs, may prove advan- 
tageous to the community } and our necef- 
(ities as well as our confciences bind us to 
love one another. It is certain that the 
induftrious tradeiinan proves himfelf a 
very ufeful member of fociety, and wor- 
thy of every honour we can confer ; yet 
ftill it muft be allowed, that thofe who, 
by accepting offices, exercife authority, 
ihould be properly qualified to difcharge 
ic with honour to themfelves, and credit 
to their dilferenc ftacions.— All men are 
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not bleffed with the fame powers, all men 
I have not the fame advantages : All men 
! therefore are not equally qualified to go- 
; vern. — Mafonry is founded upon too no- 
; ble, too generous principles, to admit of 
; liilquietude and variance among its pro- 
! feflbrs on that account } neither arrogance 
[ and prefumption appear on the one hand» 
nor difHdence and inability on the other. 
In the whole feries of our .proceedings 
true friend (hip is cultivated among the 
different ranks of men, and that endear- 
ing happinels promoted, which conftitutes 
the elTcnce of civil fociety. 

The Ceremony of opening andclo/ing a Lodge, 

In every regular aflcmbly of men, who 
are convened for wife and ufeful purpoies, 
the commencement and termination of 
bufinefs is attended with fome form. 
Though ceremonies are in themfelves of 
little importance, yet as they ferve to en- 
gage the attention, and to impre(s the mind 
with reverence, they muft be confidered as 

neceflary 
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neceiTary on folemn occafions. They re. 
call to memory the intent of the aflbciation, 
and banifh many of thofe trifling amufe- 
ments which too frequently intrude on 
our lefs ferious moments. 

From the moft remote period of anti- 
quity this pra^ice may be traced. Being 
founded on a rational bafis, the cuflom 
Hill prevails in every civilized country of 
the world. 

The veneration due to antiquity, fctting 
afidc the reafonablenefs of the pradice, 
would recommend ic To enlarge on the 
propriety of obferving it in this fociety, 
which has received the fanftion of the early 
ages, as well as the patronage of the wifelt 
men in more recent periods, would, we 
apprehend, be equally needlefs and unim- 
portant. As the cuftom is univerfaliy 
admitted among mafons, we v/ill proceed 
to conlider the advantages of it, as far as 
the ties of the fociety will admit. 

The ceremony ufed at the opening of 
our aflemblies anfwers two purpofes ; it 
reminds the Mailer of the dignity of his 
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charafter, and the brethren of fidelity to 
their truft. 1 hefe are not the only ad- 
vantages refulting from it ; a reverential 
awe for the Deity is inculcated. Here 
we are taught to adore the God who made 
us, and to fupplicate his prote&ion on 
our well-meant endeavours. 

The clofing of our meetings teaches us 
to offer up the proper tribute of gratitude 
to the beneficent Author of life } and here 
the lefs important duties of the fociety are 
not paflcd over unobferved. By this cere- 
mony we are taught how to fuppoft the. 
regularity of our alTemblies, and the ne-' 
ceflary degree of fubordinatioh which takes 
place in the government of our lodges. 

Such is the nature and utility of this 
ceremony, that it becomes our duty never 
to omit it; hence it is arranged as a fee* 
tion in every degree of Mafonry, and takes 
the lead in all our illuftrations. 

A Prttfer ufed at opening the Ladge, 

m 

May the favour of Heaven be upon this 

our happy meeting; may it be begun, 

D carried 
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carried on, and ended with order, har- 
mony, and brotherly love. Amen. 

A Fr<yer ufed at clofing the Lodge, 

May the blelHng of Heaven be with us, 
and all regular mafons ; to beautify and 
cement us with every moral and focial 
virtue. Amen. 



A rehearfal of the ancient charges of 
the fociety properly fucceeds the opening, 
and precedes the clpfing, of the lodge ; we 
ihall therefore give them in their due ar- 
rangement. The practice of explaining 
the original laws of Mafonry ought not 
to be neglected in our regular aiTemblies. 
A repetition of our duty can never be 
difagreeable to thofe who are acquainted 
with it, and to thofe to whom it is not 
known, fhould any fuch be, it is highly 
proper to recommend it. 

Management of the Craft in working, 
[To be rehearfed at opening the Lodge.} 

Mafons employ themfelves diligently 
in th^ir.fundry vocations, live creditably. 
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end conform with cheerfulnefi to the laws 
and cuftoms of the country ia which thejr 
refide. 

The mod: expert Craftfman is choleti 
or appointed Mafter of the work, and is 
duly honoured as fuch by thofe over whom 
he prefldes. 

The Mafter knowing himfclf qualified,', 
undertakes the governmentof the Lodge, 
and truly difpenfes his rewards, giving to 
every brother the approbation he merits. 

A Craftfman appointed Warden of the 
work under the Mafter, is true to both 
Mafter and fellows, carefully overfees the 
work, and his brethren obey him. 

The Mafter, Wardens, and brethren 
receive their rewards juftly, are faithful, 
and honeftly finifli the work they begin, 
whether it is in the firft or fecond degree ; 
but never put that work to the firft, which 
has been accuftomed to the fecond de- 
gree. 

Neither envy nor cenfure is difcovered 

among -mafons. No brother is fupplant- 

ed, or put out of his work, if he is ca- 

D 8 pable 
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pable to fini(h the fame •, as no man can 
finilh the work of another To much to the 
advantage of the Mafter, unlefs he is per- 
fedly fkilled in the original defign. 
N All employed in Mafonry meekly re- 
ceive their rewards, and ufe no difoblig- 
iog name. Brotlier or Fellow are the 
t^rms or appellations they bellow on each 
other. They behave courteoufly within 
and without the Lodge, and never defert 
the Mailer till the work is HniOied. 

Laws for the Government of the Lodge. 

You are to falute one another in a court- 
eous manner, agreeably to the forms efla- 
bliAied among mafons ; you are freely togi ve 
fuch mutual inllrudlion as Ihallbe thought 
neccffary or expedient, not being overfeen 
or overheard, without encroaching upon 
each other, or derogating from that refpeA 
which is due to any gentleman were he 
not a mafon *, for though as mafons we 
rank as brethren on a level, yet Mafonry 
deprives no man of the honour due to his 
rank or chara£ler> but rather adds to his 

h r. 
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honour, cfpccially if he has defcrved well 
of the fraternity, who always render ho- 
nour to whom it is due, and avoid ill 
manners. 

No private committees are to be allow- 
ed, or feparate converfation encouraged'; 
the Mafter or Wardens are not to be in- 
terrupted, or any brother fpeaking to the 
Mafter ; but the brethren are to obfervc 
due decorum, and under no pretence to 
ufe any unbecoming language, but pay a 
proper deference and refpeft to the prc- 
fiding officers. 

Thefe laws are to be flriftly enforced, 
that harmony may be preferved, and the 
bufinefs of the Lodge be carried on with 
order and regularity. 

jimen. So mote it be. 

Charge en the Behaviour of Mafons, 

[To be rehearfed at clofing the Lodge.] 

When the Lodge is clofed, you may 

enjoy yourfelves yith innocent mirth j but 

you arc carefully to avoid excels. You 

are not to compel any brother to a£fc con- 

D 3 trary 
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traiy to his inclination, or to give ofi*ence 
by word or deed, but enjoy a free and 
eaiy converfation. You are to ufe no im- 
moral or obfcene difcourfe, but fupport 
with propriety the dignity of your cha- 
,raftcr. 

You arc to be cautious in your words 
and carriage, that the moil penetrating 
ftranger may not be able to difcover, or 
find out, what is not proper to be inti- 
mated •, and, if neceffary, you are to di- 
vert the difcourfe, and manage it pru* 
dently, for the honour of the fraternity. 

At home, and in your fevcral neighbour- 
hoods, you are to behave as wife and moral 
men. You are never to communicate to 
your families, friends or acquaintance, the 
private tranfa£tions of our different alTem- 
blies ; but upon every occafion to confult 
your own honour, and the reputation of 
the fociety at large. 

You arc to ftudy the prefervation of 
your healths, by avoiding irregularity and 
intemperance, left your families are ne- 
gle^d andinjuredy oryourfelves difabled 

from 
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from attending to your neceifaiy employ- 
ments. 

If a ftrange brother applies in that cha- 
racter, you are cautioufly to examine him 
in fuch a method as prudence may direct, 
and agreeably to the forms eftablifhed 
among mafons } that you may not be im- 
pofed upon by an ignorant falfe pretender^ 
whom you are to rejcft with contempt^ 
and beware of giving him any hints ot 
knowledge. But if you difcover him to be 
a true and genuine brother, you are to re- 
fped him accordingly : if he is in want, 
you arc to relieve him, or direft him how 
he may be relieved } you are to employ 
him, or recommend him to be employed : 
howcvbr, you arc tieVer charged (o do 
beyond your ability j only to prefer a poor 
brother, who is a good man and.true»^ 
before any other perloh in the fame cir«> 
cumftances. 

Finally, Thefe rules you are always to 
obferve and enforce, and alfo thofe duties 

1 .... . 

which havie oeen communicated in the lec- 
ture i cuttivatlhg brotherly love, tlie foun* 
D 4 dation 
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elation and capeftonc, the cement and glory 
of this ancient fraternity j avoiding, upon 
every occafion, wrangling and quarrelling, 
(lander and backbiting; not permitting 
others to flander your honcfl brethren, 
but defending their characters, and doing 
them all good offices, as far as may be 
conMent with your honour and fafety, 
but no farther. Hence all may fee the 
benign influence of Mafonry, as all true 
mafons have done from the beginning of 
the world, and will do to the end of 
time. 

jimcn. So mote it be. 



FIRST LECTURE. 

Having illuftrated the ceremony of 
opening and clofing a Lodge, and inferred 
the Charges and Prayers ufually rehearfed 
in our regular aiTemblies on both thefe 
occafions, it will now be proper to enter 
on a particular difquifition of the contents 
of the Leftures appropriated to the dif- 
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fcrcnt Degrees of Mafonry, and give a ' 
brief fummary of the whole, annexing to ' 
the Remarks on each fedtion the parti- 
culars to which it alludes. By this means 
the indudrious mafon will be properly 
inftrufled in the arrangement of the fec- 
tions in each le6lure, and be thereby ena- 
bled with greater eafe to acquire a know- 
ledge of the Art. 

The firft Icdlurc of Mafonry paints 
virtue in the moft beautiful colours,, and 
enforces the duties of morality. In it 
we are taught fuch ufeful leflbns as pre- 
pare our minds for a regular progrefs in 
the principles of knowledge and philofo- 
phy. Thefc are imprinted on the memory 
by lively and fenfible images, to influence 
our condudb in the proper difcharge of 
the duties of focial life. 

The Firft Semon, 

The firft fedion of this degree is fuited 

to all capacities, and may and ought to be 

known to every mafon who wilhes to rank 

as a member of this fociety. It confifts 

D 5 of 
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of general heads, which, though (hort and 
iimple, yet carry weight along with them •, 
and ferve not only as marks of diftindion, 
but communicate ufeful and interelling 
knowledge when duly examined. They 
qualify us to try and examine the rights 
of others to our privileges, while they 
prove our own } and as they induce us to 
inquire more minutely into other parti- 
culars of greater importance, they ferve as 
an introdu6lion to topics more amply 
elucidated in the following fedions. 

Wc can annex to tliis Remark no other 
explanation, confident with the rules of 
Mafonry} we (hall therefore refer the 
more inquifitive to our regular aflfemblies 
£ox farther inftrudion. 

The Second SeSiion. 

The fecond fedion makes us not only 
acquainted with our peculiar forms and 
ceremonies, but convinces us, beyond the 
power of concradidion, of the propriety 
of eur folemnities *, and demonftrates to- 
a th.^ 
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the moft fceptical and hefitating mind, 
their excellence and utilicy* 

As we are taught in this fe^tlon the 
ceremony of initiation into the Order, the 
following particulars relative to that ce- 
remony may be here introduced with pro* 

priety. 

A Declaration to be ajfented to iy every 
Candidate^ previous to his being propofed* 

Do you ferioudy declare, upon your 
honour, before thefe gentlemen*, that,, 
unbiaffed by friends and uninfluenced by 
mercenary motives, you freely and volun« 
tarily offer yourfelf a candidate for the 
myfteries of Mafonry ? 

Do you ferioiifly declare^ upoii your 
honour, before thefe gentlemen, that you> 
are folely prompted by a favourable opi- 
nion conceived of the inftitution, a defire* 
of knowledge, and a fmcere wilh of being 
ferviceable to your fellow-creatures i 

* The Stewards of tht Lod^ 

D 6 Per 
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. Do you rerioufly declare, upon your 
honour, before thefe gentlemen, that you 
will cheerfully conform to all the ancient 
cftabliflied ufages and cuftoms of the fo« 
cicty? 

When the above declaration is made, 
the candidate is then propofed in open 
Lodge, in manner following. 

Proportion. 

R. W. Mafter iand brethren. 
At the earncft requeft of Mr. A. B. 
[mentioning bis profejfion and re/idence^l I 
propofe him as a candidate for our myile- 
ries. . From a knowledge of his chara6ber, 
I recommend him as worthy to partake 
of the privileges of Mafonry •, and in con- 
fequencc of a declaration of his intentions, 
juft made, and properly atteded, I firmly 
believe he will cheerfully conform to all 
the rules of this fociety. 

[Note. It is a duty incumbent on every 
Mafterof aLodge,previous to the initiation 

of 
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of a candidate into Mafonry, to inform him ' 
of the purpofe and defign of the inftitu- ' 
tion ; to explain the nature of his folemn 
engagements •, and, in a manner peculiar 
to mafons alone, to require his cheerful 
acquiefcence to the duties of morality and 
virtue, and all the facred tenets of the 
Order.] 

A Prayerufedat the Initiation of a Candidate, 
Vouchfafc thy aid, Almighty Father 
and fupremc Governor of the world, to 
this our preient convention } and grant 
that this candidate for Mafonry may dedi» 
cate and devote his life to thy fervice, and 
become a true and faithful brother among 
us. Endue him with a competence of 
thy divine wifdom, that, by the iecrets of 
this Art, he may be better enabled to un- 
fold the myfteries of godlinefs, to the ho- 
nour of thy holy name. Amen. 

The Third SeSion, 

The third feftion proves us to be regu- 
lar members of the fociety, and inculcates 

thofe 
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tliol<^ neceflkiy and inftrudive duties, 
which ^t once dignify our charaders in 
the double capacity of men and mafons. 

We cannot better illuftrate the contents 
of this fedion, than by inferting the fol- 
lowing charge : 

Charge at Initiation into the Firji Degree *. 

Brother, 
[As you are now introduced into the 
firft principles of our Royal Order, 1 
have the pleafure to congratulate you on 
being accepted a Member of this moft 
ancient and honourable Society : ancient, 
as having fubfifted from time immemo- 
rial; and honourable, as tending, in 
every particular, to render all men fo, 
who will be but conformable to its pre- 
cepts. No fociety was ever raifcd on a 
better principle or more folid foundation ; 
nor were ever more excellent rules and 

* The paragraphs tnclofed in brackets [ ] may be 
•ccafiMally omitted, if time will oot admit of dc> 
Inrcmg the whole Charge. 
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ufeful maxims luddown, than areincul* 
cated on all perfons when initiated into 
the myfteries of this fcience. Monarchs» 
in all ages, have been encouragers and 
promoters of this Art, and have never- 
deemed it derogatory from their dignity 
to level themfelvcs with the fraternity, 
to extend their privileges, and to patro^ 
nize their alTemblies.] 

As a gentleman and a mafon you are 
bound to be a ftri<5b obferver of the moral 
law, as contained In this holy book * ; to* 
confider it as the unerring ftandard of truth 
and juftice, and to regulate your life and 
actions by its divine precepts. Herein, 
your duty to God f, to your neighbour X> 
and to yourfelf §, is duly inculcated i and 

• The Bible. 

f In never mentioning his name, but with that 
awe and tcfpeO. which is due from a creatnre to his 
creator ; to implore his aid in all your undertaking, 
and to efteem him as the chief good. 

X In aCling upon the fquarc, and doing to hits 
as you wifli he Ihould do to you. 

\ In avoiding all irregularity and intemperance, 
•nbecoffling the dignity of hnmaa natarCf 

your 
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your zealous attachment to thefe duties 
will fecure both public and private efteem. 

In the ilate, you are to be a quiet and 
peaceable fubjefb, true to your fovereign, 
and juft to your country ; never to coun- 
tenance difloyalty or rebellion, but pa« 
tiently to fubmit to magifterial authority, 
and conform with cheerfulnefs to the go- 
vernment of the kingdom in which you 
live. 

[In your outward demeanour you are to 
be particularly careful to avoid cenfure 
or reproach; and to beware of all thofe 
who may artfully endeavour to infmuace 
themfelves into your efteem, with a view 
to betray your virtuous refolutions, or 
make you fwerve from the honourable 
principles of this inftitution. Let not 
intereft, favour, or prejudice, ever bias 
your integrity, or influence you to be 
guilty of a difiionourable adion *, but let 
the whole feries of your conduct and be> 
haviour be regular and uniform, and your 
deportment fuitable to the dignity of this 
laudable profeflion.] 

Above 
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Above all other virtues, prafbife bene- 
volence and chanty •, two of the mod diC> 
tinguifhing chara6teri(lics of this venerable 
inlUtution. [The inconceivable pleafure 
of contributing towards the relief of our 
fellow-creatures can only be experienced 
by perfons of a humane difpofition ; who 
are naturally excited, by the power of 
fympathy to extend their aid in allevia- 
tion of the miferies of others. This alone 
encourages the generous foul to diftribute 
his bounty with cheerfulncfs. By fup- 
pofing himfelf in their unhappy fituation, 
he lidens to their complaints with atten- 
tion, bewails their misfortunes, and fpeed- 
ily relieves their diftrefs.] 

The next objeft of your attention, and 
which more immediately relates to your 
prefent Hate, is our excellent Book of 
Conftitutions. It contains the hillory of 
Mafonry from the earlieft periods, with 
a lift of the noble perfonages who have 
enriched the Art from Adam to the pr^* 
fent sera ; and alfo the laws and regula- 
tions of the focicty. 

A punctual 
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A punctual attendance on our aflem- 
blies is required, more efpeciall/ on the 
duties of this lodge. Here, as in all 
other regular meetings of the fraternity, 
you are to behave with due order and 
decorum, that harmony may be pre- 
ferved, and the bufinefs of the fociety be 
properly conducted. [You are not to lay, 
or offer to lay, wagers ; nor ufe any un- 
becoming language in derogation of the 
name of God, or towards the corruption 
of good manners j neither are you to in- 
troduce, fupport, or maintain any difpute 
about religion or politics j nor to behave 
yourfclf ludicroufly while the lodge is en- 
gaged in what is ferious and important ; 
but to pay a proper deference and refped 
to the Mafter and prefiding officers, and 
diligently to apply to your work in Ma- 
fonry, that you may the fooner become a 
proficient therein, as well for your own 
reputation, as the honour of the lodge in 
which you have been made.] 

However, although your frequent ap- 
pearance at our regular meetings is ear- 

ncftly 
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neftly folicited, yet Mafonry is not to in- 
terfere with your neceffary avocations $ 
for thefe are on no occaHon to be ne- 
glefted. At your Icifure hours you are 
required to ftudy the liberal arts and 
fciences *, and, by that means, with a few 
private inftruftions, you will foon at- 
tain a competent knowledge of our 
myfteries. 

To conclude, you are to keep invio- 
lable every particular inftruAion of this 
folemn charge •, and if ever, in the circle 
of your acquaintance, you (houldfind one 
defirous of being accepted among mafons, 
you muft be particularly attentive not to 
recommend him, unlefs you are convinced 
he will conform to thefe rules } in order 
that the honour, glory, and reputation 
of this noble inftitution may be firmly 
eftablifhed, and the popular world be 
fully convinced of its benign influence. 

[From the apparent attention you have 
paid to the recital of thefe duties, it is 
hoped that you will eftimate their real 
value, and ever imprint on your mind 

the 
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the facred dilates of truth, honour, and 
juftice.] 

TJ^e Fourth Seffion, 

The fourth fcAion rationally accounts 
for the origin of our hieroglyphics, and 
convinces us of the advantages which 
ever accompany a faithful obfervance of 
our duty •, it illuftrates at the fame time 
certain particulars, of which our igno 
ranee may lead us into error, and which 
as mafons we are indifpcnfably bound to 
know. 

To make a daily progrefs in Mafonry 
is a duty incumbent on every member of 
this fociety, and is exprefsly required by 
our general laws. What end can be more 
noble than the purfuit of virtue*, what 
motive more alluring than the pradlice of 
juftice >, or what inftrudion more bene- 
ficial than an accurate elucidation of fym- 
bolical myfteries, which tend to embel> 
liih and adorn the human mind ? Every 
thing that ftrikes the eye more fmrnedt- 

ately 
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I ately engages the attention, and imprints 
I on the memory thofe circumftances which 
; are accompanied with ferious and folemn 
; truths. Hence mafons have univerfall/ 
' adopted the method of inculcating the 
; tenets of their Order by typical figures 
and allegorical emblems. This praftice 
has fecured their myReries from defcend-. 
ing into the familiar reach of every in> 
attentive and unprepared novice, from 
whom they might not receive due vene- 
ration. 

The records of the fraternity inform 
us, that the ufages and cuftoms among 
mafons have ever correfponded with thofe 
of the ancient Egyptians, to which they 
bear a near affinity. Thefe philofophers, 
unwilling to expofe their myfteries to 
vulgar eyes, couched their particular te- 

Inets and principles of polity under hie- 
roglyphical figures, and exprefleil their 
notions of government by figns and fym- 
bols, which they communicated to their 
Magi alone, and they were bound by 
oath not to reveal them. Hence arofe 

the 
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the Pythagorean fyftem, and many other 
orders of a more modem date. Mafonrv, 
however, is not only the moft ancient, 
but the moft moral fociety that ever Tub* 
filled; for every character, figure, and 
emblem, adopted by mafons, has a moral 
tendency, and ferves to inculcate the prac- 
tice of virtue. 

Th Fifth SeSion, 

The fifth fedtion informs us concerning 
the nature and principles of our conftitu- 
tion, and teaches us to difchargc with 
propriety the duties of the different de- 
partments, which we are nominated to 
fuftain. Here too, our ornaments arc 
difplayed, our jewels and furniture are 
fpecified, and our patrons are difiiin- 
guifiied. 

To this remark we can add but little 
to explain the fubjeft of the fedion, or 
to afllft the induftrious mafon in attaining 
it. A punctual attendance on the duties 
of the fociety we would recommend as 
the moft effectual means to enable him tp 
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gain a knowledge of ic ^ and a diligenc 
application to the truths it demonftrates> 
will certainly induce him to imitate the 
example of the original patrons of the 
Art. 

"The Sixth Se£lion: 

The (ixth fe^tion, though the laft in 
rank, is not the leaft confiderable in 
importance. It (Irengthens thefe which 
precede, and enforces, in the mod en- 
gaging manner, a due regard to our cha- 
rader and behaviour in public as well as- 
private life *, in our lodges, as well as in 
the commerce of fociety. 

Of all the fedtions in this degree, the 
fixth particularly claims our attention. 
It not only retains many of the ancient 
landmarks of the Order, but forcibly 
inculcates the molt inftru^live leflbns. 
Brotherly love, relief, and truth, are the 
themes on which we here illuftrate •, and the 
cardinal virtues do not efcape our notice. 
By the exercife of brotherly love we are. 

taught 
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caught to regard the whole human fpecics 
as one family, the high and low, the rich 
and poor, created by one Almighty Be- 
ing, and fent into the world for the aid, 
fupport, and protection of each other. 
On this principle, Mafonry unites men 
of every country, feet, and opinion, and 
conciliates true fricndlhlp among perfons 
wlio might otherwife have remained at 
a perpetual diftance. — Relief is the next 
tenet of our profefllon. To relieve the 
diftrefled is a duty incumbent on all men, 
but particularly on mafons, who are linked 
together by an indiflbluble chain of (Inccre 
affeflion. To footh the unhappy, to fym- 
pathize with their misfortunes, to compaf* 
lionate their miferies, and to reftore peace 
to their troubled minds, is the grand aim 
we have in view. On this bafis we eftablifh 
our friendfliips and form our connexions. 
—Truth is a divine attribute and the foun- 
dation of all mafonic virtue. On this 
grand theme we contemplate, and by its 
dictates endeavour to regulate our con- 
du6l i hence bypocrify and deceit are un- 
known 
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known to us, fincerity and plain-dealing 
are our didinguifhing charadteriftics, and 
the heart and tongue join in promoting 
each other's welfare, and in rejoicing in 
each other's profperity. 

When thefe principles are explained, 
our line of conduct is beautifully drawn 
in an illuilration of temperance, fortitude, 
prudence, and juftice. — By the firft, we 
are inftru&ed to govern our paflions and 
to check our unruly defires. The health 
of the body, and the dignity of the 
fpecies, arc equally concerned in a faitli- 
ful obfervance of this virtue.-— By the 
fecond, we are taught to rcfift tempta- 
tions, and to encounter dangers with 
fpirit and refolution. This virtue is 
equally diftant from radinefs and cow- 
ardice, and whoever poflefles it is feldom 
Ihaken, and never overthrown by the 
ftorms that furround him.— -By the third, 
we learn to regulate our conduft by the 
dictates of reafon, and to judge and de- 
termine with propriety in the execution 
of every thing that tends either to pro- 
mote our prcfent or future -well-being. 
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On this virtue all the others depend ; it 
is therefore the chief jewel that can adorn 
the human frame. — Juftice, though the 
laft in rank, conftitutes the cement of 
civil fociety. "Without the exercife of 
this virtue, univerfal confulion would en- 
fue. Lawlefs force would overcome the 
principles of equity, and focial intercourfe 
no longer exift. As juftice in a great 
mcafure conftitutes the real good man, fo 
it is reprefented as the perpetual ftudy of 
the accomplilhed mafon. 

Such is the mode of arrangement of 
the different fedions in the firft ledure, 
which, with the forms adopted at the 
opening and doling of our aflemblitrs, 
comprehend the whole of the firft degree 
of Mafonry. This mode, while it is free 
from tautology, has the fupport of prece- 
dent and authority, and the fandion and 
refpeft which flow from antiquity. The 
whole is one regular fyftem of morality, 
conceived in a ftrain of interefting alle- 
gory, which unfolds its beauties to the 
candid and induftrious inquirer. 
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SECOND LECTURE. 

Masonry includes within its circle 
almoft every branch of polite literature. 
Under the fandtion of its myfteries is 
comprehended a regular fyftem of fcience. 
Many of its illuftrations to the confined 
genius may probably appear dull, tri- 
fling, and unimportant ; but to the man 
of more enlarged faculties they will ap* 
|)ear in the higheft degree ufeful and in- 
terefting. To pleafe the accomplilhed 
fcholar and the ingenious artift, Mafonry 
is wifely planned ', and, in the inveftiga- 
tion of its latent doctrines, the fage phi- 
lofopher will experience delight and fa- 
tisfadtion. 

To exhauft the various fubjeds of which 
Mafonry treats, would tranfcend the pow- 
ers of the brightefl; genius ; ftill, however, 
nearer approaches to perfection may be 
made, and the man of wifdom will never 
check the progrefs of his abilities, though 
£ 2 the 
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the taflc he attempts may Teem arduous 
and infurmountable. Perfeverance and 
application will remove each difficulty as 
it occurs ; every ftep he advances, new 
pieafures will open to his view, and in- 
ilru^lion of the nobleft kind attend 
his curious refearches. In the diligent 
purfuit of knowledge great difcoveries 
are made, and the intelleftual faculties 
are employed in the grand defign of pro* 
mpting the glory of God, and the good 
of man. 

Such is the refult of all our illuflrations 
in Mafonry. To promote fcience, reward 
induftry, and encourage ingenuity, is the 
general fcope of all our meafures. Reve- 
rence for the Deity, and gratitude for the 
bleflings of heaven, are inailcated in 
every degree. This is the termination 
of our inquiries, and beyond this the 
bounds of our capacity cannot reach. 

The firft degree is well calculated to 
enforce the duties of morality, and inn- 
prhit^nthe memory the nobleft principles 
^hacti can «dorn the human mind. It is 

therefore 



ON MASONRY. 77 

tlierefore the belt introdu^lton to the fe- 
cond degree, which not only extends the 
fame plan, but comprehends a more difi 
fufive fy fttm of knov/lcdge. Praftice and 
theory join in qualifying the induftrious 
mafon to (hare the pleafures which an ad- 
vancement in the Art muft neceffarily af* 
ford him. Liftening with attention to 
the wife opinions of experienced crafcfmen^ 
on important fubje^s, he gradually fa* 
miliarizes his mind to ufeful inftrudion, 
and is foon enabled to inveftigate truths 
of the utmofl; concern in the general tranf- 
adions of life. 

From this fyftem of knowledge proceeds^ 
a rational amufement \ while the mental 
powers arc fully exercifed, the dignity of 
human nature is properly fupported. Thus 
a fpirit of emulation univerfally prevails, 
and we are naturally induced to vie in 
prompting the excellent rules of our ve- 
nerable inititytion. 

tbeFhft StOioH. 
The firft fe^ion of the fecond degree 
of Mdfonry eiucidates with accuracy t>\c 

1? A «T\r»Aft 
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mode of introdudlion into this particular 
clafs, and inftru6ts the diligent craftfnun 
how to proceed with regularity in the pro- 
per arrangement of the cerennonies ufed 
on the occafion. It qualifies him to judge 
of the importance of thefe ceremonies, 
and convinces him of the neceflity of 
flridtly adhering to every eftablillied ufage 
in the fociety. Here he is entrufted with 
the knowledge of particular teds, to enable 
him to prove his title to the privileges of 
this degree, and fatisfadory reafons are 
given for their origin. Many duties which 
cement in the firmeft union our well-in- 
formed brethren, are illudrated in this 
fedion ; and an opportunity is here given 
to make farther advances in Mafonry, and 
to diftinguifli the abilities of all perfons 
who have arrived at this honourable pre- 
ferment. 

The knowledge of this fedlion is abfo- 
lutely neceflary for every mafon who has 
advanced to this degree. It not only re- 
capitulates the ceremony of initiation, but 
contains many particulars, oi Vwjitv ^>m. 
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ignorance may expofe us to derlfion. 
The following charge will remind the 
crafcfman of his duty» 

Charge at Initiation into the Second Degree •• 

Brother, 

Being now advanced to the fecond de- 
gree of Mafonry, it is ncccflary to con- 
gratulate you on your preferment. [You 
muH: know, that the internal, and not the 
external, qualifications of a man, are what 
Mafonry regards. As you increafe in 
knowledge, you will confequcntly im- 
prove in Ibcial intercourfc. 

It is unneceflary to recapitulate the fer 
veral duties, which, as a mafon, you are 
bound to difcharge; or enlarge on the 
necedlty of a ftri£t adherence to them, as 
your own'experience muft have convinced 
you of their importance and utility. It 
may be fufRcicnt to obferve,that] Your paft 
behaviour and regular deportment has me- 

* The fentences indofed in brackets Q ] may b» 
Qccafionally omitted. 

£ 4 rlted 
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ritcd the additional honour which we now 
confer ; and in your new character, it is 
expe«Stcd you will always conform to the 
principles of Mafonry, and fteadily perfe- 
vere in the pradice of every commendable 
virtue. 

The ftudy of the liberal arts, [that va* 
luable branch of education, which tends 
fo efiedtually to poU(h and adorn the hu- 
man mind,] is earneftly recommended 
to your ferious confideration } efpecially 
the fcicnce of geometry, which is efta- 
bliihed as the bafis of our Art. [Mafonry 
being both of a divine and moral nature, 
is enriched with the mofl; ufeful know- 
ledge ; while it proves the wonderful pro- 
perties of nature, it alfo demonftrates the 
more important truths of morality.] 

As the folemnity of our different cere- 
monies requires a grave and ferious de- 
portment, you are to be particularly at- 
tentive to your behaviour in our regular 
ademblies ; to preferve the ancient ufagcs 
and cuftoms of the fraternity facred and 
inviolable} and endeavour to induce 

others, | 
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others, by your example, tQ hold (hem 
in due veneration. 

The laws and regulations of the Tociety 
you are to fupport and maintain t and be 
ever ready to aflift in feeing them duly 
executed. You are not (o palliate or 
aggravate the offences of your brethren ; 
but, in the decifion of every trefpafs againft 
ourruks, you are to judge with candour, 
to admoni(h with friendihip, and to repre- 
hend with judice. 

In our private aflemblies, you are to 
offer your fentiments and opinions on va- 
' rious fubjefts, fo far as they correfpond 
with, and are agreeable to, the tenets of 
Mafonry. Thus you will improve your 
rational and intelledual powers ; qualify 
yourfelf to become an ufeful member of 
Ibciety j and vie with your brethren, in 
your endeavours to excell in every thing 
that is good and great. 

* Every regular fign or fummons, given 
and received, you are duly to honour, and 

* TIii« aad i^c foUo«rjipg par^grap^ 9re tp hp 
omitted, if p^vi9ufl/ ufcd fo the courfe of the ce> 
remooy* 

£ 5 punctually 
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punftually to obey; infomuch as they 
confifl: with our profeffcd principles. You 
are cheerfully to relieve the necellities of 
your brethren to the utmoft of your power 
and ability, without prejudice to yourfelf 
or your private concerns : and you are, on 
no account, to injure a brother, or to fee 
him injured } but you are to apprife him 
of all approaching dangers, and view his 
intereft as your own. 

Such b the nature of your prefent en- 
gagements ; and to thefe duties you are 
now bound by the mod; facred ties. 

The Second SeSiion, 

The fecond fe^tion of this degree prc- 
fents to view an ample field for the man 
of genius to perambulate. While it cur- 
forily fpecifies the particular clalTes of 
Mafonry, it explains tlie requifite qualifi- 
cations for preferment in each. In the 
explanation of our ufages many remarks 
are introduced, equally ufeful to the ex- 
perienced artift and the fage moralift. 
The various operations of the human 

mind 
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mind are demonftrated as far as ciiey mil 
admit of elucidation, and a fund of exten- 
five fcience is explored throughout. Here 
we find employment for leifure hours, 
trace fcience from its original fource, and 
contemplate with admiration the wonder- 
ful works of the Creator. Geometry is 
difplayed with all its powers and proper- 
ties; and, in the curious difquifition of 
this valuable fcience, the mathematician 
and philofopher may experience equal 
delight. Such is the latitude of this fec<« 
tion, that the mod: judicious may fail ia 
their attempts to explain it, as the rational 
powers are exerted to their utmoll ftretch, 
in illuftrating the beauties of nature, and 
demondrating the more important truths 
of morality^ 

As the orders of architefture come un- 
der our confideration in the difquifition 
of this feftion, a brief defcription of them 
may be here necelTary. 

By order in archite6ture is meant a 

fyftem of all the ornaments and propor- 

£ 6 tibns 
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tiohfi of columns and piladers, or a re- 
guUt atrangemenc of all the projeding 
paftsof a building, moreefpecially thofeof a 
colurfin, which form one beautiful, perfed^ 
and complete whole. From the firft forma. 
tion of human Ibciety they date their ori' 
gin. When the rigour of the feafons 
obliged men to contrive huts to fhelter 
themfelves from the inclemency of the 
Weather, they planted trees on end, and 
then laid others acrofs to fupport a co- 
vering. The bands which conneded 
thefe trees at top and bottom are faid to 
have given rife to the idea of the bafe and 
capital of pillars, and from this fimple 
hint originally proceeded the art of archi- 
tecture. 

The five principal orders are, the Tuf- 
can, Doric, Ionic, Corinthian, and Cora- 
pofite. 

The Tufcan is the moft fimple and 
folid of the five orders. It was invented 
in Tufcany, from whence it derives its 
name. Its colunm is feven diameters 
high, and its capital, bafe, and entabla- 
ture 
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ture have but few mouldings or orna- 
ments, yet there is a peculiar beauty in 
its fimplicity which adds to its value, 
and makes it fit to be ufed in ftru£tures 
where the more rich and delicate orders 
would be improper. 

The Doric order is the moft agree- 
able to nature. It is the mod; an* 
cient, and was iir(b invented by the 
Greeks^. Its column is eight diameter^ 
high, and it has no ornament either on 
bafe or capital. Its frieze is diftinguiflied 
by triglyphs and metopes, and the tri- 
glyphs compofe the ornaments of the 
frieze. The compofition of this order 
is both grand and noble, and it is there- 
fore ufed principally in warlike flrudures^ 
where ftrength, and a noble, but rough 
fimplicity, are required. 

The Ionic order bears a kind of mean 
proportion between the more folid and 
delicate orders. Its column is nine dia- 
meters high, its capital is adorned with 
volutes, and its cornice has denticles* 
Hiftory informs us, that the famous tem- 
ple «f Diana atEphefus was of this order. 

The 
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The Corinthian is the richefl: of the 
five orders. It is deemed a mailer-piece 
of art, and was invented at Corinth by 
Caliimachus. Its column is ten diameters 
high, and its capital is adorned with two 
rows of leaves, and eight volutes which 
ftrftain the abacus. This order is gene- 
rally ufed in ftately and fuperb ftruc- 
tures. 

The Compofite or Roman order is de- 
rived from the other orders. Its capital 
has the two rows of leaves of the Corin- 
thian, and the volutes of the Ionic. Its 
column has the quarter-round as the 
Tufcan and Doric orders, is ten diame- 
ters high, and its cornice has denticles 
or fimple modillions. To the Romans 
we are indebted for the invention of this 
pillar, which is generally found in build- 
ings where ftrength, elegance, and beauty 
are difplayed. 

In an analyfiis of the human faculties, 
which is given in the courfe of this fee- 
tioD, the five external fenfes claim our 

attention* 
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attention. We fhall therefore annex a 
brief defcription of them •. 

Hearing is that fenfe by which we are- 
enabled to diftinguifh founds, and are 
made capable of the perceptions of har- 
mony and melody, with all the agreeable 
charms of muAc. By it we are enabled 
to enjoy the pleafures of fociety, and re* 
ciprocally to communicate to each other 
our thoughts and intentions, our purpofes 
and defires *, and by means of this fenfe 
our reafon is capable of exerting its ut* 
moft power and energy* 

Seeing is that fenfe by which we are 
enabled to diftinguifh obje^s of different 
kinds, and in an inftant of time, without 
change of place or fituation ; to view 
whole armies in battle array, figures of 
the mod: flately ftruAures, and all the 
agreeable variety difplayed in the land- 
fcape of nature. By it we can find our 
way in the pathlefs ocean, traverfe the 
globe of earth, determine its figure and 
dimenfions, and delineate any region or 

* See Dr« Reid't Inquiry bto the Haman Miod. 

quarter 
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quarter of it. By it we can meafure the 
planetary orbs, and make new difcoveries 
in the fphere of the fixed (lars. Nay 
more, by this fenfe we can perceive the 
tempers and difpontions, the pafllons and 
affections of our fellow-creatures, when 
they wiih moft to conceal them } fo that 
though the tongue be taught to lie and 
diffemble, the countenance will difplay 
the hypocrify to the difcerning eye. In 
fine, the rays of light which adminifter 
to this fenfe are the mod aftonidiing parts 
of the inanimate creation, and render the 
eye, with all its appurtenances, the mailer* 
piece of Nature's work. 

Feeling is that fenfe by which we are ena* 
bled todiftinguifli the different qualities of 
bodies, and thofe of different kinds ; fuchas 
heat and cold, hardnefs and fuftnefs, rough* 
neis and fmoothnefs, figure, folidity, mo- 
tion, and extenfion} all of which, by means 
of certain correfpondingienfationsof touch, 
ire prefented to the mind as real external 
qualities, and the conception or belief of 
them invariably connected with thefe cor* 
refponding fenfatioos by an original prin* 

cip 
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ciple of human nature, which far tran- 
fcends our inquiry. 

Smelling is that fenfe by which we are 
enabled to diftinguifh odours of various 
kinds, each of which has a different im- 
prefllon on the mind. Animal and vege* 
table bodies, and indeed mofl; other bodies* 
while expofed to the air, are continually 
fending forth effluvia of vaft fubtilty, not 
only in their (late of life and growth, but in 
the ftates of fermentation and putrefaction. 
Thefe volatile particles probably repel each 
other, and fcatter themfelves in the air, till 
they unite with other bodies to which they 
bear fome chymical affinity, with which 
they unite, and form new concretes. Thefe 
ciHuvia are drawn into the noftrils along 
with the air, and are the means by which 
all bodies are fmelled. So that there is a 
manifeft appearance of defign in the great 
Creator's having planted the organ of fmell 
in the infide of that canal, through which 
the air continually paiTcs, as well in infpira- 
tion as in expiration. 

Tafting enables us to make a proper 
didinCUon in the choice of our food. 

The 
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The organ of this fenfe guards the entrance 
of the alimentary cana}> as that of fmell 
the entrance of the canal for refpiration. 
From the fituation of thefe organs, it is 
plain that they were intended by Nature 
to diftinguifh wholefome food from that 
which is noxious. Every thing that enters 
into the ftomach muft imdergo the fcrutiny 
of Tading ; and by it we are capable of 
difcerning all the changes which the fame 
body undergoes in the different compofi- 
tions of art. 

For an illuftration of the advantages 
refulting from Geometry in an expanded 
ienfe, on which we are likewife led to 
expatiate in this fe€lion, we mufl; refer back 
to the Vindication of Mafonry, p» 13. 



The Third Seffion. 

The third feflion of this, degree has re- 
courfe to the origin of the inftitution, and 
views Mafonry under two denominations, 
operative and fpeculative. Each is fepa* 
rately conlidered, and the principles on 
which both are founded, are particularly 

explained. 
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ciple of human nature, which far tran- 
fcends our inquiry. 

Smelling is that fenfe by which we are 
enabled to di(lingui(h odours of various 
kinds, each of which has a different im- 
prefTion on the mind. Animal and vege- 
table bodies, and indeed moft other bodies, 
while expofed to the air, are continually 
fending forth effluvia of vaft fubtilty, not 
only in their ftate of life and growth, but in 
the ftates of fermentation and putrefadion. 
Thefe volatile particles probably repel each 
other, and fcatter themfelves in the air, till 
they unite with other bodies to which they 
bear fome chymical affinity, with which 
they unite, and form new concretes. Thefe 
effluvia are drawn into the noftrils along 
with the air, and are the means by which 
all bodies are fmelled. So that there is a 
manifefl; appearance of defign in the great 
Creator's having planted the organ of fmell 
in the infide of that canal, through which 
the air continually paiTcs, as well in infpira- 
tion as in expiration. 

Tailing enables us to make a proper 
diftinftion in the choice of our food. 

The 
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powerfully in enforcing the refpeffc and 
Veneration due to antiquity. 

We can afford no affidance to the in* 
duftrious mafon in this fedion; it can 
only be acquired by verbal inftrudion. 
For an explanation of the connexion be- 
twixt operative and fpeculative Mafonry, 
however, we would recommend him to 
perufe the fixth feAion of the Vindication^ 
p. i;. 

The Fourth SeSlion, 

The fourth and laft fe£tion of this de* 
gree is no lefs replete with wife and ufe- 
fill inftruAion. Circumftances of great 
importance to the fociety are here parti- 
cularifed, and many of our traditional te« 
nets and cuftoms confirmed by facred and 
profane hiltory. The celeflial and terref* 
trial globes are confidered with a minute 
accuracy, and the accomplifhed gentleman 
may here difplay his talents to great ad- 
vantage, in the elucidation of the fciences, 
vhich are dafled in a regular arrange- 

tnent 
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tnent. This fedion contains obfervations 
on the validity of fome of our forms, and 
concludes with the moft powerful incen- 
tives to piety and virtue. 

As the feven liberal arts and fciences 

e illuftrated in this fedtion, it may not 
be improper to infert here a ihort expla- 
nation of them. 

Grammar teaches us the proper ar- 
rangement of words according to the 
idiom or dialed of any particular king- 
dom or people ; and that excellency of 
pronunciation, which enables us to fpeak 
or write a language with accuracy and 
judnefs, agreeable to reafon, authority, 
and the ftrid rules of literature. 

Rhetoric teaches us to fpeak copioufly 
and fluently on any fubjed, not merely 
vith propriety alone, but with all the 
dvantages of force, elegance, and beauty, 
rifely contriving to captivate the hearer 
^yftrength of argument and beauty of 
xpredion, whether it be to entreat and 
xhort, to admoniih or applaud* 

1 Logic 
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Logic teaches us to guide our re: 
•difcretionally in the general knowledg 
things, and to direft our inquiries a 
truth, as well for the inftru^ion of oti 
as our own improvement. It confift 
a regular train of argument, whence 
infer, deduce, and conclude^ accord 
to tertain premifes laid down, admin 
or granted. In it are employed the 
culties of conceiving, judging, real 
ing, and difpofing •, all of which 
naturally led on from one gradation 
another, till the point in queftion is fin. 
determined. 

Arithmetic teaches us to deduce 
powers and properties of numbers, wh 
is varioufly efFefted by letters, tab 
figures, and inftruments. By this i 
reafons and demonftrations are given 
finding out any certain number, wh 
Klation or affinity to another numbei 
already known or difcovered. 

Geometry treats of the powers i 
properties of'magnitudes in general, wh 
length, length and breadth, or leng 

brea( 
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breadth and thicknefs are confidered. 
By this fcience the architefb is enabled to 
eilimate his plans and execute his defigns i 
the general to arrange his foldiers; the 
engineer to mark out ground for encamp- 
ments } the geographer to give us the di- 
menfions of the world, and all things 
tlierein contained, to delineate the extent 
of Teas, and fpecify the divifions of em« 
pires, kingdoms, and provinces ; and by 
it the aftronomer is alfo enabled to make 
his obfervations, and to fix the duration 
of times and feafons, years and cycles. In 
fine, geometry is the foundation of archi- 
tenure, and the root of the mathematics. 
Mufic teaches us the art of forming 
concords fo as to make delightful har- 
mony by a mathematical and proportional 
arrangement of acute, grave, and mixed 
founds. This art is by a feries of expe- 
riments reduced to a demonftrative fci- 
ence with relpeft to tones and the inter- 
vals of found only. It inquires ii)to the 
nature of concords and difcords, and ena- 
bles us to find out (he proportion between 

them by numbers* ... ; 

6 Aftronomy, 
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Aftronomy, though the laft, is not the 
leaft important fcience. It is that divine 
art by which we are taught to read the 
wifdom, ftrength, and beauty of the al« 
mighty Creator in thofe facred pages, the 
celeftial hemifphere. Aflifted by aftro- 
nomy, we can obferve the motions, mea- 
fure the diftances, comprehend the mag- 
nitudes, and calculate the periods and 
eclipfes of the heavenly bodies. By it we 
learn the ufe of the globes, the fyftem of 
the world, and the primary law of nature. 
"While wc are employed in the ftudy of 
this fcience, we perceive unparalleled in- 
ftances of wifdom and goodnefs, and on 
every hand may trace the glorious Author 
by his works. 

As the dodrine of the ipheres is in- 
cluded in the fcience of aftronomy, and 
particularly confidered in this feftion, we 
ihall here infert a brief defcription of thefe 
bodies. 

The globes are two artificial fpherical 
bodies, on the convex furface of which 
axe repitfeoted the countries, feas, and 
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various parts of the earth, the face of the 
heavens, the planetary revolutions, and 
feveral other particulars of equal import* 
ance. The fphere with the parts of the 
earth delineated on its furface, is called 
the terredrial globe; and that with the 
conflellations and other heavenly bodies, 
the celeftial globe. Their principal ufe, 
befide ferving as maps to diftinguilh the 
outward parts of the earth, and the fitu* 
ation of the fixed liars, is to illuftrate 
and explain the phenomena arifing from 
the annual motion of the fun, and the di- 
urnal rotation of the earth round its own 
axis. They are the noblefl; inftruments 
for improving the mind, and giving it 
the mod clear and diftindfc ideas of any 
problem or propofition, as well as ena* 
bling it to folve the fame. By employ* 
ing ourfelves in the knowledge of thefe 
bodies, we are not only infpired with a 
due reverence for the Deity, but are alfo 
induced to apply with more anxiety and 
attention to the fciences of aftronomy, 
geography, navigation, &c. 

F Thui 
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Thus end the different fedions of tlic 
fccond lefture, which, with theceremo. 
nies ufcd at opening and clofing tiie lodge, 
comprehend the whole of theTecond degree 
of Mafonry. This ledure contains a re* 
gular fyftem of fcience, demon ftrated on 
the cleareft principles, and founded on the 
mod (labk foundation. By thefe means 
our diligent craftfmen are diilinguiflied, 
and hence they are induced to excel in 
every thing that is good and great. 

THIRD LECTURE. 

In treating with propriety on any fub- 
jeft, it is neceffary to obferve a regular 
courfe. In the two firft degrees of Ma- 
fonry, 1 have recapitulated the contents 
of the feveral feftions, and would willingly 
purlue the fame mealures in the third de- 
gree, did not the variety of particulars 
contained in it, render it impofllble to 
give an abdradl of tliem, without violat- 
ing the laws of the Order. I (hall only 
remark, that ifi twelve fedions, of which 

this 
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this le(5lurc confifts'i every circumftance 
is accurately explained, which relates 
either to our government, or the mode of 
our proceedings on private or public oc- 
cafions. Here the ancient landmarks of 
the fociety arc preferved, and the expert 
and ingenious craftfman is qualified to 
difcharge every duty in the craft with ho- 
nour and reputation. To the knowledge 
of this degree few indeed arrive, but it is 
an infallible truth, that he who merits the 
privileges of a mafter-malbn, here meets 
with his juft reward ; a reward which am- 
ply compenfates for all his paft labour 
aad afTiduity. By employing his abi- 
lities in the purfuit of ufeful knowledge, 
he demonftratcs his wifdom, and is juftly 
entitled to refpccb and veneration. 

From this clafs our rulers mull: be fe- 
le(^ed ; as it is from thofe who are capable 
of giving inllruftion, we can only exped 
to receive it. 

^he Firji SeSiou, 
The.firftTedtion ferves as an introduc- 
tion to the third degree, and contains 
F z man/ 
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many particulars to diftinguifh the mod 
deferving craftfinen, and prove their title 
to the privileges of the refpedtable order 
of mafter^mafons. 

In this fedion we are inftruded in the 
ceremony of opening a Chapter of the 
Order, and the matter of which it con- 
fifts recalls to our memory the mod im- 
portant circumftances of the preceding 
degrees. 

The Second Sexton, 

Theccremony of initiation into the third 
degree is particularly fpecified in the fe« 
cond fedion, and in it many ufcful in- 
ftruftions are given. 

Of fuch general utility and importance 
is the knov/ledge of this fedion, that we 
may fafely declare that no mafon can be 
qualified in any meafure to accept an 
ofHce in the fociety, as a ruler or gover- 
nor of the work, who is unacquainted 
withic 

5 Prayer 
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Vrcfjtr at Initiation into the Third Degree. 

O Lord, dired us, thy faithful 
fervants, to know and ferve thee aright, 
profper all our laudable undertakings, 
and grant that, as we increafe in know- 
ledge, we may improve in piety and vir- 
tue, and ftill further promote thy hor 
nour and glory. Amen. 

Charge at Initiation into the Third Degreed 

Brother, 

Your zeal for this honourable inftltu* 
tion, your knowledge in our facred my- 
fteries, and your ftedfalt conformity to 
all our wife and ufeful regulations, have 
pointed you out as a proper objefl for this 
di(lingui(hing mark of our fraternal afTec- 
tion. 

Duty, honour, and gratitude, now bind 
you to be faithful to every truft •, to fup- 
porc the dignity of Mafonry on all occa- 
lions, and to recommend a due obedience 
to its excellent tenets. To the duties 
contained in our various ledures you are 
F 3 Itriftly 
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ftriftly to adhere, and by precept and 
example enforce our laws : Thus the 
world will be convinced that merit is the 
only title to our privileges, and that on 
you our favours are not undefervedly be- 
llowed. 

In the charafter of a mafter-mafon, you 
are authorized to corredb the irregularities 
of your brethren ; if any of them have, 
*' through heedleflhefs and inattention, dc* 
viated from our excellent rules. You arc 
to be to them a perpetual monitor of their 
errors, to fortify their minds with rrfoln. 
lion to refill the temptations of the wild 
and imprudent, and to guard them againft 
every allurement to vicious praftices. On 
all occafions you are to caution the inex- 
perienced againft a breach of fidelity; 
and, as much as lies in your power, pre- 
fcrvc tlic reputation of the focicty at large. 
You are to recommend to your inferiors, 
obedience and fubmiffion ; to your equals, 
courtefy and affability -, and to your iiipc- 
riors, kindnefs apd condefcenfion. LJni- 
vcrfal benevolence you are zealou (ly to 

inculcate i 



ON MASONRY. J03 

inculcate j and qualify yourfelf, by argu- 
ment, to remove every afperlion againtt 
this venerable inllitution. Our ancient 
landmarks you are carefully to prefcrve, 
and never to fuffer an infringement of 
them i or, on any pretence, to counte- 
nance deviations from our eftablifhed 
ufages and cuftoms. 

Your virtue, your honour, your repu- 
tation, are all equally concerned in fup- 
porting, with becoming dignity, the cha- 
rifter in which you now appear. Let no 
motive therefore make you fwerve from 
yourduty, violate your vows, or betray your 
truft ; but be true and faithful, and imi- 
tate the example of that celebrated artifl:, 
whom you have this evening reprefented. 
Thus you will prove yourfelf worthy of 
the confidence that we have repofed in 
you, and deferving of every honour which 
we can confer; 

the Third Seilion, 

The third fedlion ferves as a preliminary 

introdudtion to the hiftorical traditions of 

F 4 the 
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the Order, coUe^ed from facred record, 
and other authentic writings. 

The Fourth Seilion, 

The fourth fc6tion confifts of hiftorical 
traditions concerning the Order, of the 
utmoft confequence to the fraternity. 

The Fifth Senion, 

In the Bfth fedion, the hKVorical tradi- 
tions of the Order are continued. 

The Sixth Seffiott, 

In the fixth fedlion, the hiftorical tradi- 
tions of the Order are concluded. 

The Seventh SeSlion. 

In the fcventh fejflion, many ufeful 
le/Tons are inculcated, for the extending 
of knowledge and promoting of virtue. 

The Eighth Se£Jion, 

The eighth feclion confiders the govern- 
ment of the fociety, and the difpofuion of 

its rulers. 

Tk 
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The Ninth SeSiion, 

The ninth feftion illuftrates the quali- 
fications of our rulers, and includes the 
mode of inftallation, both in the grand 
lodge and private lodges *. 

The Tenth Se^ioH, 
The tenth fe^ion comprehends the ce* 
remonies of conftitution and confecrationi 
with many particulars explanatory of 
them. 

The Eleventh Se£lion» 
The eleventh feftion conHfts of the 
forms and ceremonies ufed on public oc< 
cafions ; as, at funerals ; laying the foun^ 
dation (tones of churches, chapels, ho* 
fpitals, &c. 

The Twelfth SeSlien. 

The twelfth fe£tion .conliders the mofl; 
lemarkable circumftances in the variouf-. 

* Fov a partlcolar account of many circumflaocek 
It which this and th« two following feflions relate, 
fee the Ceremonies of Conftitntioftv Confecration, 
IkifiallatioB, jfc* aMcxed to theft ReoArki. 

F 5 degrees 
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degrees of Mafonry, and corroborates the 
"whole by the molt infallible teftimony. 

Having thus gone through the princi- 
pal degrees of Maibnry, and made fuch 
Temarks on the feveral fedions of each, as 
I conceived would illuftrate the fubjed of 
them, I am in hopes the zealous mafon 
will be encouraged to perfcvere in his re* 
fearches. When he has advanced to the 
condufion of the third degree, he will find 
himfelf qualified to fupport, with propri- 
ety, in his own charader, every office in 
the fociety ; and he will certainly merit 
the efteem and approbation of all good 
men, for having employed his leifure 
hours in the cultivation and improvement 
of a fcience, both ufeful and intereding. 



I ihall now proceed to illuftrate the 
ceremonies obferved at the conftitution 
and confecration of a lodge, with the 
mode of inftallation of officers ; and in* 
troduce the charges dually delivered on 

thoft 
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thofe occafions in their proper places. 
To thefe remarks I will likewife annex an 
explanation of the ceremonies ufed at lay- 
ing the foundation ftones of public (Iruc- 
tures, and at funerals, and will clofe this 
part of my treatife with the fcrvice re- 
hearfed previous to, and at the time of 
interment. 

f be Manner of conjiituting a Lodge^ accord* 

ing to ancient Ufage : with the Ceremony 

of Confecration^ &c. 

Any number of Mafter-mafons, not 
under feven, refolved to form themfelves 
into a New Lodge, mud apply, by peti- 
tion, to the Grand Mailer j fetting forth, 

* That they are regular-made malbns, and 

* prefent members of different lodges un- 

* der the conftitution of England : That 

* they have the profperity of the fociety 

* at heart, and are willing to exert their 

* beft endeavours to promote the prin- 

* ciples of Mafonry : That, for the con- 

* veniency of their refpedtivc dwellings, 

* and other good reafons, they have agreed 

F 6 Mo 
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• to form themfclves into a New Lodge, 

• to be named , and have nomU 

• nated A. B. to be the Mafter^ C. D. 

• to be the Senior Warden, and E. F. 

• to be the Junior Warden : That, in 

• confequence of this refolution, they pray 

• for a warrant of conftitution, to em* 

• pov/er them to aflemble, and hold a 

• regular lodge on the of every 

• month, at 

• and then and there to make, pafs, and 

• raife mafonS; according to the regular 

• forms of the fociety, and to execute all 

• the other duties of the craft : That, the 

• prayer of their petition being granted, 

• they will faithfully obey all the edi(5ls 

• or commands of the Grand Mafter, and 

• Iiridliy conform to all the lav;s and re- 

• gulations of the Grand Lodge.* 

This petition, being properly figned, 
and recommended by three Mafiers of 
regular lodges, neareft adjacent to the 
place where the new lodge is propofcd to 
be held, muft be delivered to the Grand 
Secretary *, who, on prefenting it to the 

De^utY 
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Deputy Grand Maftcr, and his approv- 
ing of it, will grant a difpenfation ; ait- 
thorifing the brethren fpeciBed in it, to af- 
femble as mafons for forty days, or until 
fuch time as a conilitution (hall be granted, 
or that authority be recalled. 

In confequence of this dilpenfation, a 
lodge may be held at the place there 
Ipecified •, and its tranfaftions, being pro- 
perly recorded, will be equally valid, tor 
the time being, with thofe of a regular 
conflituted lodge. 

The petition is prcfented by the De- 
puty Grand Mailer to the Grand Matter,^ 
who being fatisfied of the truth of the 
allegations it contains, appoints a day and 
hour for conflituting [and confecrating*] 
this New Lodge ; and for inftalling the 
Mafter, Wardens, and other officers of 
the fame. 

If the Grand Mafter attends, with all 
his Officers, the lodge will be conflituted 
IN AMPLE FORM *, if the Deputy Grand 
Mailer and the other Grand Officers at- 

* This U too freqocDtl/ omitted. 

tendy 
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tend, it will be conftituted in due form •, 
but if the power is veiled in any fubordi. 
nate lodge, it will only be condituted 

IN FORM. 

On the day and hour appointed, the 
Grand Mailer, with his Officers, [or the 
Mafter and Officers of any private lodge 
authorized by the Grand Mafter,] meet in 
a convenient room, and being properly 
clothed, walk in proceffion to the lodge 
room. The lodge is opened by the Grand 
Mafler in all the degrees of Mafonry. A 
prayer being repeated in due form, and 
an ode in honour of the fociety fung, the 
Grand Mafter [or Mafter in the Chair] 
is informed, ' That a certain number of 

* brethren then prefent, duly inftrufled 

* in the myfteries of Mafonry, defire to 

* be formed into a New Lodge, under 

* his Worftiip's [or the Grand Mafter*s] 

* patronage •, that a difpenfation had been 

* granted to them, by virtue of vhich 

* authority they had afTembled as regular 

* mafons; and that the tranfaftions of 

* their feveral meetings had been properly 

I ' recorded.' 
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< recorded.* The petition is then read, 
as is alfo the difpenfation, and the war- 
rant or charter of conftitution, granted in 
confequence of it. The minutes of all 
the tranfadions of the New Lodge, while 
under difpenfation, are likewife read, and 
being approved, they are declared to 
be regular and valid. Then the Grand 
Mafter [or Mafter in the Chair] takes 
the warrant in his hand, and requefts the 
brethren of the New Lodge, to (ignify 
their approbation or difapprobation of 
the officers nominated in the faid warrant 
to prefide over them. This being figni- 
iied accordingly, an anthem is fung, and 
an oration on the nature and defign of 
Mafonry is delivered. 

Ceremofty of Confecration *. 

The Grand Mafter, attended by iiis 
Officers, and fome dignified Clergyman, 
form themfelves in order round the lodge 
in the center. All devoutly kneeling^ 

* This U never to be aied bat when fpedall/ 
ordere4* 

the 
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the preparatory prayer is rchearfedr The 
chaplain produces his authority, and 
being properly affifted, proceeds to con- 
fecrate. Solemn mufic (Irikes up, and 
the ncceflary preparations are made. The 
firft claufe of the confecration prayer is 
rehearfed, all devoutly kneeling. The* 
refponfe is made, olory to God on 
HIGH. Incenfe is fcattered over the lodge, 
and the grand honours of Mafonry are 
given. The confecration prayer is con- 
cluded, and the refponfe repeated, toge- 
ther with the grand honours, as before. 
All ridng up, folemn muHc is introduced, 
after which the blefllng is given, and the 
refponfe made as before, accompanied 
with the ufual honours. An anthem is 
then fung, and the brethren of the New 
Lodge coming forward and doing ho- 
mage, the Grand Mailer pronounces thefe 
words : 

* In this my exalted character, and in 

* the name of the most high, to whom 

* be glory and honour, I conditute and 

* form tlvcfe good brethren into a regu* 

Mar 
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* lar Lodge of Free and Accepted Ma.- 
( Tons } and God be with them.' Ameiu 
[Flourifli with drums and trumpets.] 

The grand honours are once more re- 
peated, and the ceremony o( confecratioa 
ends. 

Ceremony of Injlallation. 

The Grand Mafter « then aflcs his de- 
puty, » If he has examined the mafter 

* nominated in the warrant, and whether 

* he finds him well fkilleJ in the noble 

* fcience and the royal Art ?' The de- 
puty anfwering in the affirmative, he, by 
the Grand Mafter's order, takes the can- 
didate from among his fellows, and pre- 
fents him at the pedeftal } faying, * Mo(l: 

* worfhipful Grand Mafter, [or right wor- 

* fhipful, as it happens,] I prefent my 

* worthy brother A. B* to be inftalled 

* Mafter of this New Lodge. I know 

* him to be of good morals and of greac 

* In this, and other fimilar ia(lanc«s» where the 
Grand Mailer is fpecified as aQing, may be nnder- 
flood any MaAcr who performi the ceremony. 

• ikill. 
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* ikil], true and trufty, and a lover of the 

* whole fraternity, wherefoever difperfcd 

* over the face of the earth.* 

The following charges f are then read 
by the Grand fecretary [or ading Secre- 
tary] to the Mader £lei5b. 

• I. You 

f A^ it may be agreeable to the curious rcailcr 
to know the ancient charges that were ufcd on this 
occafion, we (hall here infert them ^erla/im, ai 
they are contained in a MS. in the poHllTion of 
the Lodge of Aniiquity^ written in the reign of. 
James the Second. 

•••••• And furthermore, at diverfe aflcm* 

* blies have been put and ordained diverfe crafiies 
'by the beft advife of magidrates and fellows. 

' 7'uMCtiuus tx/enioribus tent, liitum, tt illi fouent ma* 

* nam /nam /upcr lit rum, 

* Every man that is a mafon take good heed to 

* thefe charges (wee pr&y) that if any man find him- 

* felfe guilty of any of thcfc charges, that he may 

* amend himfelfe, or principally for dread of God, 

* you that be charged to take good heed that you 

* keepe all thefe charges well, for it is a great evil! 

* for a man to forfwear himfelfe upon a book. 

* The fir ft charge is. That yce Ihall be true men 
i to God and the holy church, and to ufe no error 
^ or berefie by your uoderftanding and by wife men's 
^ teaching. Allfo^ 

* Secondl/i 
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< L You are to be a good man and true^ 
« and llridly to obey the moral law. 

* II. You 

* Secondly, That ) cc fliall be true Hcgc men to 

* the King of England, without treafonor any falf* 

* hood, and that yee know no treafon or treacheiy^ 
' but yee ihall give knowledge thereof to the King, 

* or to his counfcll ; allfo yee (hall be true one to 
' another, (that is to fay) every mafon of the craft 

* that is mafon allowed, yee (hall doe to him as yee 
' would be done unto yourfelfe. 

* Thirdly, And yee (hall kccpe truly all the 

* counfell that ought to be kept in the way of Ma- 

* fonhood, and all the counfell of the Lodge or of 

* the chamber. — Allfo, that yee (hall be no thcifc 

* nor theives to your knowledge free ; that you fliall 
' be true to the king, lord, or mafter that yee ferve, 
' and truely to fee and worke for his advantage. 

' Fourthly, Yee fliall call all mafons your fel« 
' lows, or your brethren, and no other names. 

* Fifthly, Yee fliall not take your fellow's wife 
' in villany, nor deflower his daughter or iervant» 

* nor put him to no difworfliip. 

' Sixthly, Yee fliall truely pay for your meat or 
' drinke wherefoever yee goe, to table or bord. Allfo, 
' yee fliall doe no villany there, whereby the craft of 

* fctence may be flandered. 

* Thefe be the charges general to every true ma* 
' fon, both maflers and fcllowes. 

* Now will I rchearfe other charges fingle for ma* 

* foni allowed or accepted. 

• Firll, 
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• II. You are to be a peaceable fubjeft» 

* and cheerfully to conform to the laws of 

* the country in which you refide. 

•III. You 

* Firft, That no mafon take on him no lord^s 

* worke, nor other man's, unlcfle he know him« 

* felfe well ab*e to perforin the woike, fo that thi 

* craft have no dander. 

^ Secondly, Allfo, that no mafler take woiko 

* but that he take reafonable pay for itt ; fo that 

* the lord mry be truely fcrvcd, and the mailer to 

* live honclUy, and to pay his fellows trucly. And 
^ that no mailer or fellow fupplant others of their 
' worke; (that is to fay) that if he hath taken a 

* worke, or elfe (land mailer of any worke, that he 
' fliall not pat him oat, unlefs he be unable of cun* 

* ning to make an end of his worke. And no maf> 

* ter nor fellow (hall take no apprintice for Icfs than 

* feaven yeares. And that the apprintice be free-* 

* born, and of limbs whole as a man ought to be, 

* and no baftard. And that no mafler or fellow take 

* no allowance to be made mafon without the aflfent 

* of his fellows, at the lead fix or feaven. 

* Thirdly, That he that be made be able in all 

* degrees ; that is, free-born, of a good kindred, 

* true, and no bondfroan, and that he have his right 

* limbs u a man ought to have. 

* Fourthly, that a mader take no apprintice with* 

* OQt ke kave occupatioa ta occopie two or three 
^ fcUowi at the lealL 

• Fifthly^ 
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* III. You arc not to be concerned in 
^ plots or confpiraciesagainft government, 

< but fubmit to the decifions of legiflative 

* power. 

* IV. You 

* Fifthly, That no mailer or fellow pot away any 

< lord's worke to taflce that ought to be joarney 

* worke. 

* Sixthly, That every mailer give pay to his fel- 

< lows and fcrvants as they may deferve, foe that he 

* be not defamed with falfe workeing* And that 
' none flander another behind his backe, to make 

* him loofe his good name. 

' Seaventhly, That no fellow in the hoafe or 
^ abroad anfwear another ungodly or reproveablely 

* without a caufe. 

* Eighthly, That every mailer- mafon doe reve« 
' rcnce his elder ; and that a mafon be no commoa 
' plaier at the cards, dice, or hazzarJ, nor at other 
' unlawful! plaies, through the which the fclence 

* and craft may be dilhonored or flandered. 

* Ninthly, That no fellow goe into the town by 

* night, except he have a fellow with him, who 

* may beare him record that he was in an boneft 

* place. 

* Tenthly, That every mailer and fellow (hall 
' come to the alTemblie, if itt be within fifty miles 

* of him, if he have any warning. And if he have 

* trefpaiTc d againft the craft, to abide the award of 

* mafteri and fcUowi. 

* Eleventhly, 
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* I V, You are to refpeft the civil magif- 

* trate, to work diligently, live creditably, 
^ and aA honourably by all men. 

• Eleventhly, That every mafler-fnafon and fel- 

* low that hath trefpafled againft the craft ihall Hand 

* to the correAion of other mailers ana ^ellows to 
^ make him accord, and if they cannot accord, to 
^ go to the common law. 

• Twelvcthly, l hat a maAer or fellow make not 

* a monld-ftone, fquare, nor rule to no lowen, nor 
^ let no lowen worke within their Lodge nor with- 
' out to mould ftone. 

^ Thirteenthly, That every mafon receive and 

* chcrifti flrange fellowes, when they come over the 

* countrie, and fet them on worke if they will 
^ worke, as the manner is, (that is to fay) if the 

* mafon have any mould ftone in his place he fliall 

* give him a mould ftone, and fett him on worke; 

* and if he have none, the mafon ihall refre(b him 

* with money unto the next lodge. 

^ Fourteenthly, That every mafon (Iiall trueljr 

* ferve his mafier for his pay* 

• Fifteenthly, That every mafter (hall truely make 

* an end of his worke, taike, or journey, whether- 
< foe it be. 

* ^ Thefe be all the charges and covenants that 
^ ought to be read at the inftallment of mailer, or 

* makcSng of a free-mafon or free-mafons. 'i he 

* aln.igbty God of Jacob who ever have you and me 
^ ia hu kcepeiog, blefs us now and ever. Amen/ 

* V. You 
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* V. You are to obey the rulers and go- 
< vernors of the fociety, iupreme and fub- 

* ordinate, in their different ftations, and 

* fubmit to the awards and refolutions of 

* your brethren. 

* VI. You arc to avoid private piques 

* and quarrels, and guard againft intern- 

* perance and excefs. 

* Vn. You are to be cautious and pni- 
« dent in your behaviour, courteous to 

* your brethren, and faithful to the lodge 

* to which you belong. 

*VIII. You are to refpcft your gc- 

* nuine brethren, and difcountenance all 

* falfe pretenders. 

* IX. You are to promote the general 
' good of fociety, cultivate the focial vir- 

* tues, and be always i-eady to give or to 

* receive inftruftion.* 

The Secretary then reads the following 
regulations. 

* I. The Grand Maftcr for the time bc- 

* ing, and all his officers are to be duly 

* homaged, and the edi£ls of the Grand 

* Lodge be'ftri<^ly enforced. 

**IL No 
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.. * il. No alteration or innovation in the 
« body of Mafonry fliall be made without 

* the confent of the Grand Lodge firft had 

* and obtained. 

« III. The duties of the Grand Lodge 

* are to be regularly attended, and the 

* dignity of the fociety fupported. 

* IV. No ftated Lodge is to be formed 

* without leave from the Grand Mafter or 

* his Deputy, or any countenance given 

* to a mafon clandeftinely made in fuch 

* Lodge. 

. • V. No malbn is to be made, or mcm» 

* ber admitted, in a regular Lodge, with< 

* out one month's previous notice, or due 

* inquiry into his character. 

* VI, No vifitors are to be received into 

* a Lodge unlefs vouchers can be pro- 

* duced of their having been initiated in 

* a regular conftituted Lodge, acting un- 

* der the authority of the Grand Mailer 

* of England, or Tome other Grand Mader 

* approved by him. 

* VIL No public procellions of mafons 

* clothed with the badges of the Order, are 

«to 
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* to be countenanced without the fpecUl 

* licence of the Grand MaOer. 

^ Thefe are the laws and regulations of 

* the fociety of Free and Accepted Mafons** 

The Grand Mafter then addrefles the 
Mafter eleft in the following manner: 
( Do you fubmit to thefe charges, and 
« do you promife to fupport thefe regu- 

* lations, as Matters have done in all 

* ages ?' The New Matter having fig- 
nified his cordial fubmiflion, is bound to 
hb truft, and invetted with the badge of 
his office by the Grand Matter, who thus 
falutes him : * Brother A. B. in confe- 

* quence of the recommendation I have 

* received of you, and your cheerful con- 

* formity to the charges and regulations 

* of the fociety, I appouit you Matter of 

* this New Lodge, not doubting of your 

* care, ikill» and capacity.' The warrant 
of conftitution is then delivered over to the 
NewMattseri after which the Holy Bible; 
the fquare and compafs, the book of con* 
(ticutions, the minute booki the hiram, the 

G moveable 
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^veable jewels, and all the infignia of hjs 
different officers^ are fcparatcly prefcnted 
to him, and the qeceiTary charges fuicable 
to each, arc properly delivered *. The New 
Mafler is then conduced by the Stewards, 
amidft the Acclamations of the brethren, to 
the Grand Mailer's left hand, where he 
returns his becoming acknowledgments ', 
to the Grand Mafter firil, and to all the 
reft in their order: after which he is 
faluted by the mufic, with a fong fuit* 
able to the occafion. The members of the 
New Lodge next advance, pay due ho- 
mage to the Grand Mafter, and fignify 
their promife of fubjedtion and obedience 
to their New Mafter, by the ufual con- 
gratulations in the different degrees of 
Mafonry. 

The Grand Mafter orders the New 
Mafter to enter immediately upon the 
cxercife of his office ^ to wit, in ap- 
pointing his wardens, whom he accord- 
ingly names. They are copduAed up to 

* The fame ceremony and charges attend ever/ 
ibccecding ioflallttioiu 

the 
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the pedeftal, and prefented to the Grand 
Mafter*, after which the New Matter pro- 
ceeds to invefl: them with thh bia^gefs of 
their offices in the following manndr t ' 

« Brother C. D'. 1 appoint; yoii" Senior 
« Warden of this Lodge } and invert you 
« with the cnfign of your office *. Your 

* regular and ^arly attendance I particu- 
' larly requeft j as iti my abfeiice you are 
♦to govern the lodge, and in my prc- 

* fence to afllft me in the government of 

* it. Your attachment to this lodge, 

* joined to your knowledge of Mafonry, 
< will, no doubt, enable you to difcharge 

* the duties of this important ftation with 

* honour and reputation.* 

* Brother E. F. I appoint you Junior 

* "Warden of this lodge *, and invert you 
« with the badge of your office*. To 

* you I entrurt the examination of vifitors, 
' and the introduction of candidates. I 

* therefore requert your regular and punc* 

* tual attendance on the lodge. Your. 

* Here rpedfy Its moral e^ccellence. 

G a •proficiency 
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proficienqr in Mafonry, I doubt nor, 
will qualify you to execute faithfully the 
duty you owe to your prefent appoint- 
ment.* 

* Brother Wardens, you are both too 
good members of our community, and 
too expert in the principles of Mafonry, 
to require much information in the du- 
des of your refpedive offices : fuffice 
it to mention, that I expert what you 
have feen praife-worthy in others, you 
will carefully imitate ; and what in them 
may have appeared defective, you will 
caiefiilly avoid. Good order and regu- 
larity you muft endeavour to promote. 
By a due regard to the laws in your 
own conduA, you can only expeft to 
enforce a due obedience to them in that 

, of the other members.' 

The Wardens retire to their feats, and 
the Treafurer * u next invefted. The 
Secreury is then called up to the pedeftal, 
and invefted with the jewel of his office % 

• This officer it not appoiated by the Matter, boc 
dcAcd by tbe lodge. 

upon 
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upon which the New Mailer thus addrefles 
him : 

* I appoint you, brother G. H., Secre- 

* tary of this lodge. It is your province 

* to record the minutes, fettle the ac- 
« counts, and iflue out the fummons for 
« our regular meetings. Your good in- 

* clinations to Mafonry will certainly in- 
*duce you to difcharge this truft with 

* fidelity, and in fo doing you will juftly 

* merit the efteem and applaufe of the 
! lodge.' 

The Stewards are next called up and 
invefted, and the following charge is deli* 
vercd by the New Matter : 

* Brother I. K. and brother L. M. 1 

* appoint you Stewards of the lodge. 

* The duties of your office are to in- 

* troduce vifitors, and to fee that they 

* are properly accommodated ; to collet 

* the quarterage and other fees, and to 

* keep an account of the lodge expences. 

* Your regular and early attendance will 

* be the beft proof you can give of your 

* zeal for Mafonry, and your attachment 

* to this lodge.* 
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The Mafter then appoints the Tyler, 
and delivers over in form the inftniment 
of his office, with the necelTary charge 
on chat occafion ; after which he addrefles 
the members of the lodge as follows :' 

'Brethren, 

* Such is the nature ofourconftitution, 

* that as fome muft of neceflity rule and 

* teach, fo others muft of courfc learn to 

* fubmit and obey. Humility in both 

* is therefore an e^ential duty. The 

* brethren I have appointed to fupport me 

* in the government of this lodge, I hope, 

* afe too well acquainted with the prin- 

* ciples of Mafonry, and the rules of 
♦good breeding, to extend their power; 

* and the other members are too fenfible 

* of the neceffity of their appointment, 

* and of too generous difpoHtions, to envy 

* their preferment. From the knowledge 
^ 1 have of both, I make no doubt but 

* we fhall ail unite in the grand defign of 

* biiiig happy, and of communicating 
^ happineft.* 
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The Grand Mafter gives all the bre- 
thren joy of their officers, recommends 
harmony, and exprelTes his defire that 
their only contention will be a laud- 
able emulation in cultivating the royal 
Art, and the focial virtues. Upon which 
all the New Lodge bow together, and 
return thanks for the honour of the con- 
ftitution. 

Ihe Grand Secretary proclaims the 
New Lod^e three times, with the ho- 
nours of Mafonry. Flourifli with horn» 
each time. 

A fong is then fung with a grand 
chorus. After which the New Mailer, 
proceeds to explain the lodge. 

The Grand Mafier orders the lodge 
to be regiftered . in the Grand Lodge 
book, and the Grand Secretary to notify 
the fame to all other regular lodges. 

A forig • concludes the ceremony^' 
and the lodge is clofed with the ufual 

* Many of the fongs and anthems, ttfed apon thit 
and other octAfioni, are intexM af the end of thia 
volome. 

G 4 foiemnities 
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iblcmnicies in the different degrees, bj 
the Grand Mafter and his Officers ; after 
which they return in proceffion to the 
apartment from whence they came. 

This is the ufual ceremony obferved 
by regular mafons, but the Grand Officers 
can abridge or extend it at pleafure. 

The Ceremony obferved at laying the Foun- 
dation Stones of Public StruSlures, 

This ceremony is conduced by the 
Grand Mafter and his Officers, affiled 
by the members of the Grand Lodge.' 
No private member, or. inferior officer 
of a private lodge, is admitted to join 
in the ceremony. Provincial Grand Maf- 
ters are authorized to execute this trufl, 
in their feveral provinces, accompanied 
with their Officers, and the Mafters and 
"Wardens of the feveral Lodges under 
their jurifdidion. The chief magiftrate 
and other civil officers of the place where 
the building is to be eredted are generally 
iblicited to attend on the occaflon. The 
ceremooy is thus conduced : 
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At the time appointed, the Grand 
Lodge is convened at fome convenient 
place approved by the Grand Mafter. 
An excellent band of martial mufic is 
provided, and the brethren appear, in the 
infignia of the Order, elegantly drefled, 
with white gloves and aprons. The lodge 
is opened by the Grand Mafter, and the 
rules for regulating the procellion to and 
from the place ^here the ceremony is to 
be performed are read by the Grand Se> 
cretary. The neceflary cautions being 
given from the chair, the lodge is ad- 
journed, and the proceffion begins in the 
following order : 

Two Tylers, with drawn fwordsi 

Mufic } 

Members of the Grand Lodge, two and twO| 

A Tyler, in his uniform i 

Paft Grand Stewards i 

Grand Tyler } 

Prefent Grand Stewards, with white rods i 

Secretary of the Stewards' Lodge % 

iWardens of the Stewards* Lodge 1 

Mastir of the Stewards* Lodge -, 

G 5 Choirifteni 
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? ; Choirifterst ' 

•$wordbearer, with the fword of ftate i 

Grand Secretary, with his bag ; 
: . Grand Treafurer, with his ftafT; 
: •:. Provincial Grand Matters j 
. * . . Paft Grand Wardens ; 
, Pift Deputy Grand Matters i 
Paft Grand Matters } 
Chief Magiftrate of the place ; 
^ : Grand Wardens; 

Deputy Qrand Matter} 

Grand Chaplain } 

.The Bible, Square, and Compafs on a 

■ crimfon velvet cuttiion, carried by the 

Matter of the oldett lodge, fupported 

by two Stewards with white rods ; 

Grand Master. 
Two Stewards clofe the proceffion* 

A triumphal arch is ere6led at the place 
where the ceremony is to be performed, 
with proper fcaOblding for the reception 
^f the brethrem The procefTion pafles 
through the arch, and the brethren repair 
to their ftands, while the Grand Matter 
and his Officers take their places on a 

temporary 
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temporary platform covered with clrpets. 
The Grand Mafter commands filencey 
and an ode on Mafonry is Aing. The. 
necelTary preparations are then made for 
laying the Stone, on which is engraved 
the year of our Lord and of Mafonry, the 
name of the reigning Sovereign, the 
Grand Mailer's titks, &c. The Stone 
being raifed up by means of an engine 
fet up for that purpofe, the Grand Chap- 
lain repeats a fhort prayer, and the Grand 
Secretary, by the Grand Maftcr*s com- 
mand, places under the Stone various 
forts of coin and medals. Solemn muQc 
flrikes up, an anthem is fung, and the^ 
Stone is let down into its place, and pro-, 
pcrly fixed ; upon which the Grand. 
Mader defcends to the Stone, and gives 
three knocks with his hiram, amidft the^ 
joyful acclamations of the -fpedators. 
The Grand Mader re-afcends the plat* 
form, and an oration fuiuble to the oc- 
cafion is delivered. A voluntary fub« 
fcription is made for the workmen, and 
the fiim colle^ed is placed upon the 

G 6 Stone 
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Stone by the Grand Treafurer. A fong 
in honour of Mafonry concludes the ce- 
lemony. The procellion then returns to 
the place from whence it fet out, the 
lodge is clofed by the Grand Wardens, 
and an elegant entertainment is provided 
for the company. 

The Ceremeitf ehftrved at Funerahy accord- 
ittg to aucient Cuftom : with the Service 
ufed OH tbofe occqfions. 

No malbn can be interred with the 
formalities of the Order, unlefs by his 
own efpecial requeft, communicated to 
the Mafter of the lodge, of which he 
died a member \ nor unlefs he had been 
advanced to the third degree of Ma* 
ibnry*. 

The Mafter of the lodges on receiving 
intelligence of his death, and being made 
acquainted with the day and hour ap- 
pointed for his funeral, is to iflue his 

* Varcigaen and (i)}oaraen are excepted. 

command 
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command for fummoning the lodge; and 
immediately to make application^ hy the 
Grand Secretary, to the Deputy Grand 
Mailer, for a legal power and authority 
to attend the procefllon, with his officers^ 
and fuch brethren as he may approve of» 
properly clothed f . 

The 

t By an exprefs law of the Grand Lodge, if ia 
enabled, ^ That no regular mafon do attend any 

* funeral, or other public proceffion, clothed with 

* the badges and enfigns of the Crdcr ; nnlefs a diA 

* penfation for that porpofe, has been obtained front 

* the Grand Matter, or his Deputy : under the 

* penalty of forfeiting all the rights and pririleges 

* of the fociety ; and of being deprived of the be« 
^ne/itofthe general fund ofcharity, fliouldhe be 

* reduced to wantt* 

As difpenfations for public proceflions are fel« 
dom or never granted but upon iftry particular 
occafionsi it cannot be thought that thefe will be 
very frequent, or that regular mafons will incline 
to infringe an eftablifhed law, by attending tbofe 
which are not properly authorized. Many public 
parades under this charaAer^ il is true, have been 
made of late years ; but it may fafely be affirmed^ 
that they nerer received the fanAion of the Grand 
Mafter^ or the countenanct of any regular maibn, 
converfimt wilh the bws of thcSociety« Ofthia 



154 REMARKS 

The difpenfation being obtained^ the 
Mafter may invite as many Icxlges as he 
thinks proper, and the members of the 
faid lodges may accompany their officers 
in form ; but the whole ceremony muft 
be under the dire^ion of the Mafter of 
the lodge to which the dcceafcd belonged ; 
and he, and his officers, muft be duly 
honoured, and cheerfully obeyed on the 
occafion. 

All the brethren, who walk in procef- 
fion, fhould obferve, as much as poffible, 
an uniformity in their drefs. Decent 

tht public may be cafily convinced, if they refleft 
that the reputa ion of the whole fraternity would 
be at rifle by irregularity on fuch an occafion* It 
cannot be imagined, that the Grand Mailer, who 
is generally of noble birth, would fo far degrade 
the dignity of hit office, as to hazard the character 
ofthefociety at large, by granting a difpenfatioa 
from our eftabliflied rules, for a public proceflioa 
upon fo trifling an occafion as a private benefit at 
aplayhoufe, public garden, or other place of gene- 
ral refort; where neither the interefl of the frater* 
nity, nor the public good, is concerned ; and which, 
though it may be of advantage to one or two in* 
dividQaliy can never redound to the good of Ma* 
Ibniy, or the lioiioiir of its patrons* 

mournings 
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mourning, with White (lockings, gbves, 
and aprons*, is moft fuitable and be* 
coming. No perfon ought to be diftin- 
guifhed with a jewel, unlefs he is an offi- 
cer of one of the lodges invited to attend 
in form, and the officers of fuch lodges 
ihould be ornamented with white fafhesi 
and hatbands ; as alfo the officers of the 
lodge to whom the difpenfation is granted, 
who (hould likewife be diftinguiffied with 
white rods. 

In the proceffion to the place of inter* 
ment, the different lodges rank according 
to their feniority } the junior ones pre- 
ceding. Each lodge forms one divifion^ 
and the following order is obferved : 

The Tyler, with his fword i 
The Stewards, with white rods 5 
The Brethren out of office, two and two | 

The Secretary, with a roll ; 

The Treafurer, with his badge of office 5 . 

Senior and Junior Wardens, hand in hand^ 

ThcPaftmafteci 

TheMafteri 

^ ThU is the ofaaldotluligtif iiufter*inafons. 

TJie 
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The Lodge to which the deceafed Bro^ 
ther belonged, in the following order ; 
all the members having flowers or 
herbs in their hands : 
The Tyler; 
The Stewards ; 
^be Mufic [Drums muffled, and Trum- 
pets covered] } 
The Members of the Lodge ; 
The Secretary and Trcafurer; 
The Senior and Junior Wardens i 
ThePaftmafter; 
. The Bible and Book of Conftitutions on 
^ cuihion, covered with black cloth^ 
carried by a Member of the Lodge i 

The Master i 

|ri "* Choirifters, Hnging an anthem i 

The Clergyman ; 



j^ Bearers, 



The BODY. 

with the regalia 

placed thereoD» 

and two fwordt 

crofled. 



PallBcarers) 



Chief Mourner i 

'4Ufiftant Mourners i 

Two Stewards » 

ATyieri 



€m 
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One or two lodges march, before the 
procefllion begins, to the church-yard, to 
prevent confufion, and make the neceflary 
preparations. The brethren are on no ac- 
count to defert their ranks, or change their 
places, but keep in their different depart* 
ments. When the proceflion arrives at 
the gate of the church -yard, the lodge 
to which the deceafed brother belonged, 
and ail the reft of the brethren, muft 
halt, till the members of the different 
lodges have formed a perfeft circle round 
the grave, when an opening is made to 
receive them. They then march up to 
the grave ; and the clergyman, and the 
officers of the afling lodge, taking their 
Ibtion at the head of the grave, with the 
choirifters on each fide, and the mourners 
at the foot, the fervice is rehearfed, an 
anthem fung, and that particular part of 
the ceremony is concluded with the ufual 
forms. In returning from the funeral, 
the fame order of procelfion is to be ob« 
(erred. 
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The Funerat Service, 

The lodge is opened by the Mafter of 
the lodge to which the deceafed belonged 
in the third degree, with the ufual forms, 
and an anthem is lung. The body, being 
placed in the center on a couch, and the 
coffin in which it is laid being open, the 
Mafter proceeds to the head of the corpfe, 
and the fervice begins. 

Master. ' What man is he that li\r. 
^ eth» and fhall not fee death ? fhall he 

* deliver his foul from the hand of the 
f grave ? 

*■ Man walketh in a vain . fhadow, he 

* heapeth up riches, and cannot tell who 
^ (hall gather them. 

• When he dieth, he Ihall carry no- 

* thing away % his glory fhall not defcend 

* after him. 

* Naked we came into the world, and 

* naked we muft return : the Lorfi gave^ 

* and the Lord hath taken away % blefled 

* be the name of the Lord.* 

TVs. 
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The grand honours are then given, and 
certain forms ufed, which cannot be here 
explained. Solemn miific is introduced, 
during which the Mafter ftrews herbs of 
dowers over the body } and, taking tht 
SACRED KOLL in his hand, he fays, 

* Let me die the death of the righteous^ 
< and let my laft end be like his.* 

The Brethren anlwer, 

* God is our God, for ever and everj 

* he will be our guide even unto death.' 

The Mafter then puts the roll into th6 
cheft •, after which he fays,* 

* Almighty Father, into thy hands 
*we commend the foul of our loving 

* brother.* 

The Brethren anfwer three times, givf 
^g the grand honours each time, 

* The will of God is accompliihed t 
•fobeit.» 

The Mader then repeats the following 
prayer : 

* Moft glorious God, author of all 

* good, and giver of all mercy, pour down 
*■ thy bleflSngs upon us^ and ftrengthew 

*aU 
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* all our folemn engagements with the 
*ties of fraternal affedion. Let this 

* ftriking inftance of mortality remind 
' us of our approaching fate ; and 
*fo fit and prepare us for that awful 

* period, whenever it may arrive, that 

* after our departure hence, in peace and 

* in thy favour, we may be received into 

* thine cverlafting kingdom, and there 

* enjoy, in endlefs fruition, the jud re- 

* wards of a pious and virtuous life. 
. *,Amen.* 

An anthem being fung, the Mafter re- 
! tires to the pedeftal, and the coffin is (hue 
up. An oration fuitable to the occafion 
IS then delivered i and the M after recom- 
mending love and unity, the brethren join 
hands, and renew to each other their 
pledged vows. The lodge is adjourned, 
and the proceflion begins, in the form 
already defcribed, to the church, and from 
thence to the place of interment } where 
the foUomi^ exhortation is given : 

* The prefent occafion prefents to our 
I view a ibriking iaftance of the uncer- 
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( tainty of life, and demonftrates the va* 

* oity of all human purfuits. As the laft 
( offices paid to the dead are only ufeful 
( as they are lefkures to the living, we 

* ought to derive inftruftion from them,' 
(and confider every folemnity of this 
t kind as a fummons to prepare for out' 
I approaching diflblution. 

* Notwithftanding the various m&? 

* mentos of mortality with which we daily 

* meet, notwithftanding we are con^nced 
'that Death has eftabliflied hb empire 

over all the works of Nature, yet,* 
through fome unaccountable infatua* 
tion, we are ilill apt to forget we were 
born to die. We go on from one de- 
' ;n to another, add hope to hope, and 
layout plans for the fubliftence andem«' 
ployment of many yean, till we are 
fuddcnty alarmed with the approach of 
Death when we leaft expected him, and 
at an hour which we had probably con* 
eluded to be the meridian of ourexiftence^' 
' What are all the externals of majefty, 
pride of wealth, or charms of beauty^ 
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when Nature claims her juft debt? Let 
us, for a moment, throw our eyes oa 
the laft fcene, vitw life ftript of her 
ornaments, and expofed in her natural 
meannefs, and we fhall then be con* 
vincied of the futility of thefe empty de. 
.lufions. . In the grave, all fallacies arc 
detedted, all ranks are levelled, and ;ill 
diftin£lions are done away. 

* As, therefore, life is uncertain, and 
all earthly purfuits are vain, let us no 
longer poftpone the important concern 
of preparing for eternity. Let us em- 
brace the happy moment wliilc time 
and opportunity offer, in providing witli 
care againft that great change, when t 
tranlitory pleafures of this world can n( 

.longer delight us, and the reBeiflions oi 
a .life /pent in the cxercife: of piety and 
virtue yield the only comfort and coo* 
folation* 

* While we drop the fympathetic t« 
over the « grave of our deceafed fricw' 
let charity induce us to throw a ve 
over his foibles» whatever they may ha 

•beer 
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« been, and let us not with-hold from his 
*■ memory the praife his virtues may have 
^daimed. Suffer the apologies of human 
(nature to plead in his behalf. Perfec- 

* tion has never been attainedt and the 
•wifeftas well as the bed; pf men have 
< erred. His meritorious aftions let. us 
•imitate, and from his weakne^ depve 

* in(lru£tion. 

•Let the example of his fate excite 

* our ferious confideration, and ftrengthen 

* our refolutions of amendment, left our 

* expe^ations be alfo fruftratcd, and we 
^ be hurried unprepared into the prefence 

* of an all-wife and powerful Judge, to 

* whom the fecrets of all hearts are known, 

* and from whofe dread tribunal no cul- 

* prit can cfcape, 

* To conclude : Let us fupport with 

* propriety the charaAer of our profelTion 

* on every occafion, advert to the nature 
' of our folemn engagements, and fup« 
' plicate the divine grace to enable us to 
*^f urfue with unwearied aflid^iiMty the.fa> 
^cred tjcnets of our Order* Thus wo 

2 • ih9^ 
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(hall iecure the favour of that eternal 
Being whole goodnefs and whofe power 
can know no bound; and profecute 
our journey, without dread or appre- 
henfion, to a far-diftant country from 
which no traveller returns. By the light 
of the divine countenance, we ihall pafs 
without trembling through thofe gloomy 
manfions where all things are forgotten, 
and at that great and tremendous day, 
when, arraigned at the bar of divine 
juftice, judgment (hall be pronounced 
in our favour, we ihall receive the 
reward of our virtue by acquiring the 
poflbflion of an immortal inheritance, 
where joy flows in one continued dream, 
, and no mound can check its courfe.* 

The following invocations are then 
made by the Mailer, and the ufual ho- 
nours accompany each. 
Master. ' May we be true and faith* 

* fttl, and may we live aind die in love I' 

AMSWBt. *■ So mote it be.* 
Master. * May we always profefs 

* what 11 good, and may we always aft 

* agreeably to our pro&liioii T 

Answi 
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Answer. * So tnocc it be.' 

Master. * May the Lord blefs us,' 

* and profper us i and may all our good 

* intentions be crowned with fuccefs !* 

Answer. * So mote it be.* 

The Secretaries then advance, and 
throw their rolls into the grave with the 
ufual forms, while the Mailer repeats 
with an audible voice : 

* Glory be to God on high, on earth 

* peace, and good-will towards men.* 

Answer. * So mote it be now, from 

* henceforth, and for evermore.* 

The Matter then concludes the ce- 
remony at the grave in the following 
words : 

* From time immemorial it has been 

* an ettablilhed cuttom among the mem- . 

* bers of this refpeftabl6 fociety, when 

* requetted by a brother, to accompany 

* his corpfe to the place of interment ; 

* and there to depofit his remains with 
' the ufual formalities. 

' In conformity with this laudable 

* ufage, and at the ipecial requell of 

H *our 
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« our deceafed brother, whofe memory 

* wc revere, and whofe lofs we now de- 
« plore, wc are here aflembled, under le- 

* gal difpenfation, in the form and charac> 

* ter of mafons, to refign his body to 

* the earth from whence it came, and to 

* offer up the laft tribute of our fraternal 

* affeflion and regard to his memory -, 

* thereby demonftrating to the world the 

* fincerity of our paft eftcem, and our 

* fteady attachment to the principles of 

* our honourable Order. 

• "With all proper refpeft to the efta- 

* bliihed cuftoms of the country in which 
« wc rcfide, with due deference to our lu« 

* periors in church and ftate, and with 

* unlimited good-will to all mankind, 

* we here appear in the character of our 

* profeflion. — Inveftcd with the badges 

* of our facred inftitution, we humbly 

* implore the blefling of Heaven on all 

* our zealous endeavours for the general 

* good of fociety, and pray for our fteady 
« perfcverancc in the principles of piety 

* and virtue. 
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( As it has pleafed the great Creator 

* to remove our worthy brother now dc- 
» ceafed, from the cares and troubles of 

* a tranfitory exiftence, to a ftate of eter- 

* nal duration ; and thereby to weaken 

* the chain by which we are linked one 

* to another : may this example of the 

* uncertainty of human life remind us of 

* our approaching fate, and may we who 

* furvive him, be more ftrongly cemented 
' with the ties of union and friendfliip ; 

* and fo regulate our conduct: here, by 

* the facred didates of truth and wifdom, 

* as to enjoy, in the latter period of life, 

* that ferene tranquillity of mind which 

* ever flows from a clear and unfuUied 

* confcience, void of offence. 

* Unto the grave we have refigned 

* the body of our loving friend and bro- 

* tlier, there to remain until the general 

* refurreftion •, in favourable expedtation 

* tliat his immortal foul will then partake 

* of thofe joys which have been prepared 

* for the righteous from the beginning 

* of the world : and we earneftly pray 

Ha * Almighty 
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* Almighty God, of his infinite goodnefs, 

* at the grand tribunal of unbiafTed juf- 

* tice, to extend his mercy towards him, 

* and all of us, and to crown our felicity 

* with everlafting blifs in the expanded 

* realms of a boundlefs eternity. This 

* we beg, for the honour of his holy name, 

* to whom be glory, now and for ever. 

* Amen.' 

Thus the fcrvice ends, when the ufual 
honours are given, and the proceflion re* 
turns to the place from whence it came. 

The brethren being all arrived at the 
lodge, the neceflary duties are complied 
with, and the bufincfs of Mafonry is re- 
newed. The regalia^ and ornaments of 
the deccafed, if an officer of a lodge, are 
returned to the Mader in due form, and 
with the ufual ceremonies i after which 
the charges for regulating the condudb of 
the fraternity are rehearfed, and the lodge 
is clofed in the third degree with a 
blefllng. 
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Remarks and Annotations by the Editor* 



ADVERTISEMENT. 

THIS letter inclofes a copy of an old Ma* 
nufcript in the Bodleian library, on the fubjci^ 
of Free-Mafonry, in which the fundamental 
principles of that inftitution are accurately 
flated. It is enriched with many learned notes 
and obfervations by Mr. Locke, who, though 
not at that time enrolled in the order of mafons, 
yet offers conje£lures on the hiflory and tradi- 
tions of Mafonry^ which are not only juft but 
truly judicious. 

Every reader muft feel fome fatisfadlion la 
theperufal of this ancient manufcript, efpecially 
the true and faithful mafon, whom it more 
nearly concerns. The recommendation of the 
celebrated Mr. Locke, a philofopher of as great 
merit and penetration as this nation has ever pro* 
duced, added to the real value of the piece itfelf, 
muft not only give it a fandlion, but render it 
defcrving a fcrious and candid examination. 
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EXPLAINED. 

A Letter from the learned Mr, John Locke, 
to the Right Hon. Thomas Earl of Pern" 
hroke^ with an old Manufcript on the 
fuhjeS of Free-Mafonry, 

My Lord, fthMay, 1696. 

T Have at length, by the help of Mr. 

Collins, procured a copy of that MS. 
in the Bodleian library, which you were 
fo curious to fee : and, in obedience to 
your Lordihip*s commands, I herewith 
fend it to you» Mod of the notes an«> 

U. 4, nexedi 
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flexed to it, are what I made yederday 
for the reading of my lady Ma(ham, who 
is become fo fond of Mafonry, as to fay, 
that (he now more than ever wiihes herfclf 
a man, that Ihe might be capable of ad- 
mifllon into the fraternity. 

The MS. of which this is a copy, ap- 
pears to be about i6o years old ; yet (as 
your lordfliip will obferve by the title) it 
is itfelf a copy of one yet more ancient 
by about i oo years : for the original is 
faid to have been the hand-writing of 
K. Henry VI. "Where that prince had it, 
is at prefent an uncertainty } but it fecms 
to me to be an examination (taken per- 
haps before the king) of fome one of the 
brotherhood of mafons i among whom 
he entered himfelf, as it is faid, when he 
came out of his minority, and thence- 
forth put a (lop to a perfecution that 
had been raifed againft them : But I muft 
HOC detain your lord(hip longer by my 
preface from the thing itfelf. 

I know not what effeA the fight of 
this old paper may have upon your lord- 

(hip I 
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(hip; but for my own part I cannot 
deny, that it has fo much railed my cu- 
riofity, as to induce me to enter myfelf 
into the fraternity* which I am deter* 
mined to do (if I may be admitted) the 
next time I go to London, and that will^ 
be ihortly. I am. 

My Lord, 
Your Lordfliip*s moft obedient. 

And moft humble fervant^ 

JOHN LOCKE. 



H 5 Ortayne 
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Certayne ^ejiyons, wytb Anfweres to the 
Jamty concerning the Myftery of Ma- 
(ONRYB } writtene by the bande of kynge 
Hbnryb, the fixthe of the name^ and 
faythfuliye copyed by me (i) Johan 
Leylande, Antiquarius, by the com' 
maunde of his (2) Highneffe, 

They be as foUowethe, 

Quest. What mote ytt be ? (3) 
Answ. Ytt beeth the flcylle of nature, 
the underflondynge of the myghte that 
ys hereynne, and its fondrye werckynges i 

fonderlyche, 

(1) John Liylanob was appointed by Henry 
VUI. at the diflblution ofmonafteries, tofearch for, 
f nd fave fach books and records as were valuable 
among them. He was a man of great labour and 
indnftry. 

(s) Hii HiGHKEiiB, meaning the faid king 
Henry VII f. Oar kingi bad not then the title of 
aajefty. 

(3) What mote ytt be?] That ii, what may 
thii myftery of mtToory be ? The ufwer k f> 
that it coafifti ia natural^ matbenatical* d t - 

( cal 
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fondcrlyche, the flcyllc of rcftcnyngs, of 
waightes and metyngcs, and the treu. 
manere of fa9onnynge al thynges for* 
mannes ufc} headlye, dwellinges, and: 
buyldynges of allc kindes, and al.odhen 
thynges that make gudde to manne. 

Quest, Where dyd ytt bcgyne ? 

Answ. Ytt dyd bcgynne with the (4).. 
fyrfte menne in the cfte, whych were be-^ 
fore the (5) fFyrfte manne of the wefte, and. 
corny nge weftlye, ytt hathe broughtc 
herwyth alle comfortcs to the wylde andi 
comfortleflc. 

chanical knowledge.. Some part of which (as ap- 
pears by what follows) the mafons pretend to have* 
taught the reft of mankind, and fome part they ftilL 
conceal. 

(4) (;) Fyrfte menne yn the efte, &c.] It fliould: 
feem by this that mafons believe there were men • 
in the eaft before Adam, who is called the * fFyrfte 
manne of the wefte ;' and that art ; and fciences he* 
gan in the eaft. Some authors of great note for 
learning have been of the fame opinion ; and it is*, 
certain that Europe and Africa (which, in refpeft. 
to Afia, may be called weftern countries) were wild 
and favage, long after arts and politenefi of man* 
neri were in great perfeAion in Cbina^ and the- 
Indies* 

H. 6 QtJEST.. 
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QjTEST, Who dyd brynge ytt weftlye ? 
Answ. The (6) Venetians, whoo bc- 
ynge grate merchaundes, corned fFyrfte 
iFrommc the efte ynn Venetia, for the 
commodytye of marchaundyfynge beithe 
cfte and wefte, bey the rcddc and myd- 
dlelonde fees. 

Quest. Howe comede ytt yn Engc* 
londe ? 

Answ. Peter Gower (7) a Grecian, 
journeyeddc fFor kunnynge yn Egypte, 

and 

(6) The Venetians, ice] In the timci of monk- 
i(h ignorance it is no wonder that the Phenicians 
fliould be miftaken for the Venetians. Or, per- 
haps, if the people were not taken one for the other, 
fimilitiide of found might deceive the clerk who 
iirft took down the examination. The Phenicians 
were the greateft voyagers among the ancient?, and 
were in Europe thought to be the inventors of let- 
ters, which perhaps they brought from the eail 
with other arts. 

(7) Peter Gower.] This muft be another miflake 
of the writer. 1 was puzzled at firft to guefs who 
Peter Gower (hould be, the name being perfeOly 
;£nglilh } or how a Greek (hould come by fuch a 
aame : But at foon as I thought of Pythagoras, I 
could fcarcc forbear (miliDgy to find that philolb- 

pher 
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and yn Syria, and yn cvcrychc londe 
whereas the Venetians haddc plauntedde 
maconrye, and wynnynge entraunce yn 
al lodges of ma^onnes^ he lerned inuche^ 
and retournedde, and woned yn Grecia 
Magna (8) wackfynge, and becommynge 

pher had undergone a metemprychofii he never 
dreamt of. Wc need only confider the French pro« 
nonciation of his name, Pythagore, that is Peta- 
gore, to conceive how eafily fuch a miftalce might 
be made by an unlearned clerk. That Pythagoras 
travelled for knowledge into Egypt, &c. is known 
to all the learned ; and that he was initiated into 
feveral different orders of prieAs, who in thofe days 
kept all their learning fecret from the vulgar, is as 
well known. Pythagoras alfo made every geome- 
trical theorem a fecret, and admitted only fuch to 
the knowledge of them, as had firft undergone a 
five years filence. He is fuppofed to be the in- 
ventor of the 47 th propofition of the firft book of 
Euclid, for which, in the joy of his heart, it is 
faid he facrificed a hecatomb. He alfo knew the 
true fyftem of the world, lately revived by Coper- 
nicus ; and was certainly a moft wonderful man* 
See his life by Dion. Hal. 

(8) Gricia Magna, a part of Italy formerly 
To called, in which the Greeks had fettled a large 
colony. 

a myghcye 



TsS NT A S O N R Y 

a myghtyc (9) wyfeacrc, and greatelyche 
renowned, and her he framed a grate 
lodge at Groton (10), and maked many 
maconnes, fome whcreofFe dyd journeyc 
yn Frauncc, and maked manye majonnes,. 
wherefromme, yn proceffc of tyme, the 
arte pafTed yn Engelonde. 

Quest. Dothe maconnes difcouer there 
artes unto odhers ? 

Answ. Peter Gower, whenne he jour- 

. neyedde to lernne, was ffyrfte (11) made, 

and anonne techedde*, evenne foe fliulde 

(9) Wyfcacrc.] This word at prcfent fignifict 
fimpletoDi bat formerly had a quite contrary mean- 
ing. Wcifager, in the old Saxon, is philofopher, 
wifeman, or wizard, and having been frequently 
ufed ironically, at length came to have a dire^ 
meaning in the ironical fenfe. Thus Duns Scotus, 
a man famed for the fubtilty and acutenefs of his 
undcrftanding, has, by the fame method of irony, 
given a general name to modern dunces. 

(10) Groton.] Groton is the name of a place in 
lEngland. The place here meant is Crotona, a city 
of Grecia Magna, which in the time of Pythagoras 
was very populous. 

(11) Fyrftemade.] The word made I fuppofe 
has a particular meaning among the mafoni } per* 
luipi it fignifiesy initiated. 
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all odhers beyn rccht. Nathclcfs (12) ma- 
^onnes haucthe always yn cvcrychc tyme, 
from tymc to tyme, communycatedde to- 
mannk/nde foche of ther fecrettes as gene* 
rallyche myghte be ufefuUe j they haucth 
keped backe foche allein as ihulde be- 
harmefulle yff they corned yn euylle 
haundes, oder foche as ne myghte be 
holpynge wythouten the techynges to be- 
joyneddc herwythe in the lodge, oder 
foche as do bynde the freres more ftronge- 
lyche togeder, bey the proffytte and com- 
modytye comynge to the confrerie her* 
fromme. 

Quest* Whatte artes haueth the ma- 
(onnes techedde mankynde ? 

(iz) Maconncs haueth communycatedde, &c.] 
This paragraph hath fomething remarkable in it. 
It contains a jufiificatton of the fecrec^ To much 
boaded of by mafons* and fo much blamed by 
others ; aiTerting that they have in all ages difco« 
vered fuch things as might be ufeful, and that they 
conceal fuch only a» would be hurtful either to the 
world or themfelvci. What thcfe fecreu are, we 
ice afteiwardi* 

Answ. 
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Answ« The artcs (i3)agncultura) ar* 
chitedtura, aftronomia, geotnetria, nume- 
res, mufica, poefie, kymiftrye, govern- 
tnente, and relygyonne. 

Quest. Howe commethe ma9onnes 
more teachers than odher menne ? 

Answ. The hemfelfe haueth allein in 
(14) arte of fyndinge neue artes, whychc 
arte the flfyrfte mafonnes receaued from 
Godde; by the whyche they fyndethe 
whatte artes hem plefethe, and the treu 

(13) The artes, agricultural &c.] It fccms a 
bold pretence this of the mafons, that they have 
taught mankind all thefe arts. They have their 
own authority for it ; and I know not how we (hall 
difprove them. But what appears mod odd is, that 
they reckon religion among the arts. 

(14) Arte offFyndinge neue artes.] The art of 
inventing arts, moft certainly be a mod ufeful art. 
My lord Bacon's Novum Organom is an attempt 
towards fomewhat of the fame kind. But I much 
doubty that if ever the mafons had it, they have 
now loft it ; fince fo few new arts have been lately 
invented, and fo many are wanted. The idea I 
have of fuch an art is, that it mnft be fomething 
proper to be applied in all the fciences generally* 
as idgebrt is in nambers, by the help of which, new 
mles of arithmetic are, and may be found. 

^ way 
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way of tcchyngc the fame. Whatt odher 
menne dothe ffyndc out, ys onelyche bey 
chauncc, and herfore but lytel I tro. 

Quest. What dothe the maconnes 
concele and hyde ? 

Answ. They concelcthe the art of 
ffyndynge ncue antes, and thattys for here 
own proffytte, and (15) prcife r They 
concelethe the art of kepynge (16) fc- 
crettes, thatt foe the worlde mayeth no- 
thinge concele from them. Thay concel- 
ethe the art of wunderwerckynge, and of 
forefayinge thynges to comme, that fo 

(15) Prcife.] It feems the mafons hare great 
regard to the reputation as well as the profit of 
their order ; fince they make it one reafon for not 
divulging an art in common, that it may do ho* 
nour to the poflTeiTors of it. I think in this parti* 
cular they fiiew too much regard for their own fo* 
ciety. and too little for the reft of mankind. 

(16) Arte of keepynge fecrettes.] What kind of 
an art this is, I can by no means imagine. But 
certainly fuch an art the mafons muft have: For 
though, at feme people fuppofe, they flionrd have 
no fecret at all, even that muft be a fecrec which 
being difcovered would expofe them to the higheft 
ridicule : and therefore it reqairei the ntmoft cau« 
tion to conceal it. 

thay 
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thay fame artcs may not be ufedde of the 
. wyckcddc to an cuyell ende. Thay alfo 
concelethe the (17) arte of chaunges, the 
wey of wynnynge the facultye (18) of 
Abrac, the fkylle of beconimynge gude 
and parfyghte wythouten the holpynges 
of fere and hope j and the univerfcile (19) 

longage of maconnes. 

Quest. 

(17) Arte of chaunges.] I know not what this 
means, onlefs it be the tranfmutation of metals. 

(18) Facoltye of Abrac.] Here I am utterly in 
the dark. 

(ig) Univerfelle longage of maconnes.] An uni* 
verfal language has been much deiired by the 
learned of many ages. It is a thing rather to be 
wiihed than hoped for. But it feems the mafons 
pretend to have fuch a thing among them. If it be 
true, I guefs it moft be fomething like the lan« 
guage of the Pantomimes among the ancient Ro» 
mans, who are faid to be able, by figns only, to 
exprefs and deliver any oration intelligibly to men 
of all nations and languages. A man who has all 
thefe arts and advantage^, is certainly in a condi* 
tion to be envied: But we are told, that this is] 
not the cafe with all mafons; for though thefe 
arts are among them, and all have a right and an 
opportunity to know them, yet fome want capacity, 
and otheri indnftry to acqtiire them, Howevcri of 
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Quest. Wylle he tcchc me thay fame 
artes ? 

Answ. Ye (liallc be techedde yfFye be 
warthyc, and able to Icrne. 

Quest. Dothe all ina90nnes kunne 
more then odher menne ? 

Answ. Not fo. Thay onlyche haueth 
recht and occafyonne more then odher 
menne to kunne, butt manye doeth fale yn 
capacity, and nianye more doth want in- 
duftrye, thatt ys pernecefTarye for the 
gaynynge all kunnynge. 

Quest. Are ma^onnes gudder menne 
then odhers ? 

Answ. Some ma^onnes are not fo ver- 
tuous as fome odher menne % but, yn the 
mode parte, thay be more gude than they 
woulde be yf thay war not ma^onnes. 

all their arts and fecrets, that which I moft defire 
to know is, * The flcylle of becommynge gude and. 
parfyghte ;* and I wiQi it were communicated to 
all mankind, fince there ia nothing more true than, 
the beantifol fentence contained in the laft anfwer* 
* That the better men are, the more they love one 
another.' Virtue having ia itfelf fomething fo. 
amiable aa to charm the hearta of all that behold it*. 

Quest.. 
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Quest. Doth ma^onnes love eidther 
odher royghtylyc as beeth fayde ? 

Answ. Yea verylychc, and yt may not 
odherwife be : For gude menne and treu, 
kennynge eidher odher to be foche, doeth 
always love the more as thay be more gude. 
Hereendethe the queilyonnes, and awnfweies. 



A Glossary, to explain the old wcrds in 
the foregoing Manufcript* 

jflUin, only 
AlweySy always 
Beitbey both 

Commodytyey conveniency 
Confrerie, fraternity 
Faconnyngey forming 
Forefayingey prophecying 
Freresy brethren 
Headlyey chiefly 
Hem plefetbey they pleafc 
Hemfelfey themfclves 
Hefy there, their 
liereynney therein 
Hervoytby with it 
Holpynge^ beneficial 
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Kuane, know 

Kunnynge, knowledge 

Make guddCf are beneficial 

MetyngeSi mcafurcs 

Mote, may 

Myddlelonde, Mediterranean 

MygbtCi power 

Occafyonne^ opportunity 

Oder^ or 

Onefycbe, only 

Perneceffaryet abfolutely neceflary 

Preifey honour 

Recbty right 

RecketryngSy numbers 

SonderlycbCy particularly 

Skylky knowledge 

JVackfyngCy growing 

JVercky operation 

IVeyy way 

ll^hereaSy where 

Wonedy dwelt 

Wunderwerckyngey working miracles 

JVyldCy favage 

Wynnyngey gaining 

TnUi into 

Rtmarh 
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Remarks en the preceding MS, and on tht 
jinnotations of Mr. Loc k e . 

This dialogue pofTelTes a double claim 
to our regard } firft for its antiquity, and 
Acxc for the notes added to it by fo great 
a man as Mr. Locke: but Mr. Locke 
being then a ftranger to the fraternity, is 
a circum (lance that it is hoped will render 
a few additional remarks not altogether 
impertinent. 

The conjeAures of this ingenious and 
learned annotator concerning it being an 
examination taken before King Henry of 
fome one of the fraternity of mafons, are 
juft. The fevere edift paiTed at that ' 
time againft the fociety, and the difcou* 
ragement given to the mafons by the 
bifhop of Winchefter and his party, in- 
duced that prince, in his riper years, to 
make a fl;ri(5ier fcrutiny into the nature of 
the mafonic inftitutlon. This was fort 
nately attended with the happy circum- 
fiance of gaining his favour, together with 
his patronage. Had not the difturbances 

and civil commouoiv% \tv xVv^ Y^xv^^'^. 
6 ^ssw 
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during his reign, folely attrafled the notice 
of government, it is more than probable 
this aA would have been repealed, 
through the interceflion of the duke of 
Gloucefter ; whole attachment to the fo- 
ciety was particularly confpicuous. 

Page 154. What moteyttbe?] Mr. 
Locke obferves, in his annotation on 
this queftion, that the anfwer to it im- 
ports, that Mafonry confifts of natural, 
mathematical, and mechanical knowledge ; 
fome part of which, he fays, the mafons 
pretend to have taught the reft of man- 
kind, and fome part they ftill conceal.^ 
The arts which have been communicated 
to the world by mafons, are particularly 
fpeciiied in an anfwer to one of thcf follow* 
ing queftions) as are alfo thofe which 
they have reftri(Sled to themfelves for wife 
purpofes. — Morality, however, might like- 
wife have been included in this anfwer, as 
it conftitutes a principal part of the ma- 
fonic fyftem. 

Page 155. Where dyd ytt begyne ?] 
In the annotation on tV« wvt«« \o \J\\% 
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queftion, Mr. Locke feems to fuggefli, 
that mafons believe there were men in the 
eafl: before Adam, which is indeed a mere 
conjeAure. This opinion may be con- 
firmed by many learned authors, but ma- 
fons comprehend the true meaning of Ma* 
fonry taking rife in the eaft, and fpread- I 
ing to the weft, without having recourlc 
to Praeadamites. Eaft and weft are terms 
peculiar to the fociety, and, when ma- 
fonically adopted, are only intelligible to 
the fraternity, as they refer to certain { 
forms and eftabliflied cuftoms among 
themfelves. 

Page 156. Who dyd brynge ytt 
weftlye ?] The judicious corredion of an 
illiterate clerk, in the anfwer to this quef- 
tion as well as the next, refledVs great 
credit on the ingenious annotator. His 
explanation Is juft, and his elucidation 
accurate. 

Page 156. Howe comede ytt yn Engc- 
londe ?J The records of the fraternity 
infbnnuS) that Pythagoras was regularly 

initiated 
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initiated into Mafoniy, and being pro- 
perly inftrufted in the myftcries of ehc 
Art, he was much improved, and propa- 
gated the principles of the Order in other 
countries into which he afterwards tra- 
velled. 

Page 158. Dothe ma^onnes difcouer 
here artes unto odhers ?] Mafons, in all 
ages, have (ludied the general good of 
mankind. Every art which is ufefiil, 
or neceflary for the fupport of authority 
and prefervation of good government, as 
well as for promoting fcience, they have 
cheerfully communicated to mankind. 
Thofe matters which were of no public 
importance, they have carefully preferved 
in their own breafts ; fuch as, the tenets 
of the Order, their myftic forms, and par- 
ticular cuftoms. Thefe are only of pri- 
vate ufe to diftinguifli each otiier in diffe- 
r<fht countries, and thus to confine their 
privileges to the juft and meritorious. 

Page 159. Whatte artes haueth the 

ma^onnes techedde mankynde?] The 

I arts 
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arcs which the mafons have publicly 
taught, are here fpecified. It appears to 
have furprifed the learned annotacor, that 
religion (hould be ranked among the arts 
propagated by the fraternity. Mafons 
have ever, in compliance with the tenor 
of their profcflion, paid due obedience to 
the moral law, and have inculcated its 
precepts with powerful energy on all 
their followers. The dodrine of one 
God, the creator and pieferverof the uni- 
vtr.'c, has always been their firm belief. 
Under the influence of this doiftrinc, the 
conduifl of the fraternity has been regu- 
lated tSrough a lucccfiion of ages. The 
jprogrefs of knowledge and philoibpliy, 
aided by divine revelation, having abo- 
liflied many of tlie vain fuperllitions of 
antiquity, and enlightened tiie minds ot 
men with the knowledge of the true God 
and the facred mylleries of the chriftian 
faith, mafons have always acquicfced in, 
and zealoufly purfued every meafure which 
might promote that holy religion, fo wifely 
calculated to make men happy. In tho' 

counti 
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antries, however, where the gofpcl has 
not reached, and chrlftianity difplayed her 
beauties, the mafons have purfued the 
univerfal religion, or the religion of na> 
ture } that is, to be good men and true, bf 
J vvhatever denomination or perfuafion the/ 
have been diftinguiftied. A cheerful com- 
pliance with the efl:abli(hed religion of the 
country in which they live, fo far as it 
correfponds with, and is agreeable to the 
tenets of Mafonry, is earneftiy recom- 
mended in all their aiTemblies. This uni- 
verfal conformity, notwithftanding private 
fcntiment and opinion, anfwers the laud* 
able purpofe of conciliating true friend* 
fliip among men, and may be confidered 
as an art few are qualified to learn, and 
dill fewer to teach. 



Page 160. How commethc mafonncs 
more teachers than odher menne ?] The 
anfwer implies, that mafons, having greater 
opportunities of -improving their talents, 
are better qualified to inftrudfc others. 
Mr, Locke's obferv{ition on their having 
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the art of finding new arts, is very judi- 
cious, and his explanation fecms to be 
juft. The fraternity have ever made the 
iludy of the arts a principal part of their 
private amufement; in their feveral af- 
femblies nice and diHicult theories have 
been f^thfully canvafled and wifely ex* 
plained ; frelh difcoveries have alfo been 
produced, and thofe already known 
have been accurately illuftrated. The 
different clafles eftablifhed, the gradual 
progreflion of knowledge communicated, 
and the regularity obferved throughout - 
the whole fyfiem of their government, is 
an evident proof of this affertion. Ti 
initiated into the myfteries of the Art foon 
difcover that mafons are pofleiled of the art 
of finding out new arts *, to which know- 
ledge they gradually arrive by inftrudion 
from, and familiar intercourfe with, men 
of genius and ability. 

Pag^ i6i. What dothe the ma^onnes ~ 
concele and hyde ?J The anfwer imports, I 
the art of fiodiog new arts, for their 

pr. 
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profit and praife % and then particularizes 
the different arts they carefully conceal. 
Mr. Locke's remark, that this fhews too 
much regard for their own fociety, and 
too little for the reft of mankind, is 
rather fevere, when he has admitted 
the propriety of concealing from the 
world what is of no real public utility* 
left, being converted to bad ufes, the 
confequences might be prejudicial to fo- 
ciety* By the word prai/e, is here meant 
honour and refpe6b, to which mafons 
were entitled, and which only could give 
credit to the wife doctrines they propa- 
gated. Their fidelity has given them a 
claim to efteem, and the reditude of their 
manners has demanded veneration. 

Of all the arts which the mafons 
profefs, the art of fecrecy particularly 
diftinguilhes them. Taciturnity is a 
proof of wifdom, and is of the utmoft 
importance in the difierent tranfa^ions of 
life. Sacred, as well as profane hiftory % 

has 

* Many inftancei may be addoced fn try, 

Af the gnat ireneration that wu \f aid 1 art by 
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^has declared it to be an art of inefii. 
liable value. Secrecy is agreeabk to the 

Deity 

tbe ancients. Pliny informs us, that Anaxarchus, 
being ixnprifoned with a vie^ to extort from him 
fome fccrets with i^hlch he had been entrufked, 
and dreading that exquifiie torture might induce 
him to betray hiitrufl, bit his tongue in the middlci 
Uid threw it in the fate of Nicocreon, the tyrant of 
Cypras.*— No tormcots could make the fervants of 
Plancas betray the fccrets of their mailer; with for* 
titude they encountered every pain, and flrenuoufly 
fupported thsir fidelity, till death put a period to 
their fuficricgs.— The Athenians had a flatueof 
brafs, to which they bowed ^ the figure was repre- 
/eated without a tongue to denote fecrecy.— The 
fgyptians worfliipped Harpocrates, the god of fr- 
lence^ who was always reprefented holding his fin* 
ger at his mouth. — The Romans had likewife their 
goddefs offilence, named Angerona, to whom they 
oflfered worQiip.^Lycurgus, the celebrated law* 
giver, as well as Pythagoras, the great fcholar, par- 
ticularly recommended this virtue : cfpecially the 
laft, who kept hisdifciples filent during five years, 
that they might learn the valuable fecrets he had to 
communicate unto them ; thereby expreffing that 
fecrecy was the rarell, as well as the noblellart. 

The following ftory is related by a Roman hif* 
torian, which, as it may be equally pleafingand 
inftraftive, i (hall here infert at full length. 

The fenatort of Rome had ordained, thai, dor- 
bg thcif confultations ia the rcnate-hoofc, each fe« 
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Pcity himfclf, who gives the glorious ex- 
ample, by concealing from mankind the 

Tecrets 

nator fliould be permitted to bring his Ton widi 
him, who was to depart if occafion required ; but 
this favour was not general,, being rcdrtAed 
only to the fons of noblemen; who were tutored 
from their infancy in the virtue of fecrecy, and 
thereby qualified, in their riper years, todifcharge 
the mon important offices of government with fide- 
lity and wifdom. About this time it happened, that 
the fenators met on a very important cafe, and the 
affair requiring mature deliberation, they were de-^ 
tained longer than ofual in the fenate-houfe, and 
the conclufion of their determinations adjourned to 
the following day ; each member engaging,, in the 
mean time, to keep fecret the tranfaflions of the 
meeting. Among other nobIemen*s fons, who bad 
attended on the occafion, was the fon of the grave 
Papyrus ; a family of great renown and fplendor* 
The young Papyrus was no lefs remarkable for hi» 
genius, than for the prudence of his deportment. 
On his return home, his mother, anxious to know 
what important cafe had been debated in the fenate 
that day, which bad detained the fenators fo long' 
beyond the ufual hour,, entreated him to relate the 
particulars. The noble and virtuous youth told 
her, it was a bufinrfi not in hts power to reveal, he 
being foleoinly enjcincd to filence. On hearing 
this, her importunicics were more earned, and her 
kquiries more minute.* Tntelligeiice (he muft Have; 

\ S all 
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fecrecs of his providence. The wifeft of 
men cannot pry into the arcana of heaven, 

nor 

ill evafiont were vain. By fair Speeches and en- 
freatiei, with liberal promirrs, (he endeavoured to 
break open this little caflcet of fecrecy ; but thefe 
means pro?ing inefTeAual, (he adopted rigorous 
neaforesy and had recourfe to (Iripes and violent 
threats ; firmly perfuaded that force would extortt 
what lenity coold not tSt&. The youth, finding 
his mother's threats to be very har(h, but her (Iripes 
more fevere ; comparing his love to her, as his mo« 
ther, with the duty he owed to his father; the one 
mighty, but the other impnlfive ; lays her and her 
fOad conceit in one fcale ; his father, his own ho« 
Boor, and the folemn injunflions to fecrecy in the 
other fcale ; and finding the latter greatly prepon- 
derate, with a noble and heroic fpirit preferved his 
honour, at the rific of his mother's difpleafure; 
and thus endeavoured to relieve her anxiety : 

* Madam, yoo may well blame the fenate for 
' their long fitting, at leaft for prefumxng to call in 
^ qaeftion a cafe fo truly impertinent ; except the 
^ wives of the fenators are allowed to confult on it» 

* there can be no hope of a conclufioo. I fpeak 
' this only from my own opinion ; 1 know their 

* gravity will eafily confound my juvenile appre- 
^henfioos; yet, whether nature or duty indruQs 

* me to do fO) I cannot telK Ft feems nece(rary to 

* them^ for the increafc of |ieopte, and the public 
« good, that every fenator (hould be allowed two 

• wives I 
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nor can they divine to-day what tQ-mor- 
row may bring forth. 

* wivei ; or otherwife, their wives two hofbandi • 

* I (hall hardly incline to call, under one roof^ two 

* men by the name of father ; I had rather with 
^ cheerfulnefs falate two women by the name of 
^ mother. This is the qne(Uon» Madam s and to« 

* morrow it is to be determined/ 

His mother hearing this, and he feeming un* 
willing to reveal it, fhe took it for an infallible 
truth. Her blood was quickly fired, and rage en« 
fued. Without inqairing any farther into the me* 
rits of the cafe, flic immediately difpatched meflen* 
gers to all the other ladies and matrons of Rome, 
to acquaint them of this weighty affair now under 
deliberation in the fenate, in which the peace and 
welfare of their whole lives were fo nearly concerned. 
The melancholy news foon fpread a general alarm ; 
and a thoufand conjeAures were formed. The 
ladies being refolved to give their affiftance in the 
decifion of this weighty point, immediately af« 
iembled* Headed by young Papyrus's mother, 
on the next morning, they proceeded to the fcnate«» 
hottfe. Though it is remarked that a parliament 
of women are feldom governed by one fpeaker, 
yet the affair being urgent, the hafle pertinent, 
and the cafe (on their behalf) of the utmoll confe* 
quence, the revealing woman muft fpeak for all the 
itfl. It was agreed, that fhe (hould inf.ft on the 
aeceffity of the concurrence of the fenatori* wives 
I 5 to 
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' Mr* Locke has made feveral judicious 
Obfervations on the anfwer to this ques- 
tion. 

40 the detenninatioii of a law in which they were (o 
particularly iDterefted. When they came to the 
door of the fenate-hoofe, fuch a noife was made, 
for admiffion to fit with their hufbands in this grand 
confultation^ that all Rome feemed to be in an 
uproar. Their bufinefs, however, moll be known 
before they could gain an audience. This being 
complied with, and their admiflion granted, fucb 
an elaborate oration was made by the female fpcaker 
on the occafion, in behalf of her fcx, as aftoniihed 
the whole fenators. She rcquefted, that the matter 
might be ferioufly canvafTcd according to jullice 
and equity ; and expre/Ted the determined refolu- 
tionsofall her fiflers, tooppofea meafure fo un- I 
conftitutional. as that of permitting one huiband I 
to have two wives, who could fcarcely pleafe one. 
She propofed. in the name of her fiders, as the 
mod effectual way of peopling the Hate, that if any 
alteration was made in the eftabliOied cuftom of 
Rome, women might be permitted to have two ■ 
hufbands. The fenatori were foon informed of ] 
Papyrus's fcheme to preferve his reputation, and 
on the riddle being folved, the ladies were greatly ■ 
confoonded, and departed with bluihing cheeks. 
The noble youth, who had thus proved himfelf 
worthy of his truft, was highly commended for his 
fidelity ; but, in order to avoid a like tumult in 
IgtiuCf it watrc£>lvcd» that thecoftom of intro- 

ducing 
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tion. His being in the dark concerning, 
the meaning of the faculty of Abrac, I 
am no ways furprifed at, nor can I con- 
ceive how he could otherwife be. Abr ac. 
is an abbreviation of the word abrac a* 
DAB!i A. In the days of ignorance and fu- 
perdition, that word had a magical figni- 
fication. The explanation of it is now lo(V. 

Our celebrated annotator has taken no 
notice of the roafons having the art of 
working miracles, and forefaying things to 
eonie. Aftrology was received as one of 
the arts which merited their patronage } 
and the good effefts refulting from the- 
ftudy of it, may fully vindicate the coun* 

ducing the fons of the fenators ihoatd be aboliihed. 
Papyrus, however, on account of his attachmcnf 
to his word, and his difcreet policy* was excepted 
from this reftridion, and ever afterwards freely ad- 
mitted into the fenate>houfe, where many hoooura - 
were conferred upon him. 

The virtue and fidelity of Papyrus is iffdced 
worthy of imitation ; but the mafoni have flill a 
more glorious example in their own body» of -a bro* 
ther, accompliihed in every art, who, rather than^ 
forfeit hit honour, or betray his trnff, fell a (acri* 
ficctothc cruel band'of a barbarous aflafin. . « 

L6 tenancy 
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tenance given by the mafons to this d&r 
lufion. 

The ancient philofophers applied with 
unwearied diligence to difcover the af- 
peds, magnitudes, diftances, motions, and 
revolutions of the heavenly bodies ; and 
according to the difcoveries they made, 
pretended to foretell future events, and 
to determine concerning the fecrets of 
providence : Hence thb lludy grew, in a 
courfe of time, to be a regular fcience, 
and was admitted among the other arts 
pradifed by mafons. 

Aftrology, it muft be owned, however 
vain and delufive in itfelf, has proved ex* 
tremely ufeful to mankind, by promoting 
the excellent fcience of aftronomy. The 
vain hope of reading the fates of men, and 
the fuccefs of their deHgns, has been one 
of the ftrongeft motives to induce them, 
in all countries, to an attentive obfervation 
. of the celeilial bodies ; whence they have 
1)een taught to meafure time, to mark the 
duration of ieafons, and to regulate the 
operatioM of agriculture. 

Page 
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Page 1 6 J. Wylle he teche me thay 
fame artes ?] By the anfwcr to this quef- 
tion, we learn the neceflary qualifications 
which are required in a candidate for Ma- 
fonry } a good character, and an able ca-, 
pacity. 

Page 163. Dothe all ma^onnes kunne 
more then odher menne?J The anfwer 
only implies, that though malbns have a 
better opportunity than the reft of man- 
kind, of improving in ufeful knowledge^ 
a want of capacity in fome, and of appli- 
cation in others, obftru^b their progrefs. 

Page 163. Are ma^onnesguddermenne 
then odhers ?] Mafons are not underftood 
to be more virtuous in their lives and 
anions, than other men may be ; but it 
is an undoubted h6t, that a ftridt con- 
formity to the rules of their profeflion, 
may make them better men than they 
otherwife would be. 

Page 164. Dothe ma^onnes loveeidher 
odher myghtylye as beeth fayde ?] The 
anfwer to this queftion is truly great, and 
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lit judiciouflf remarked upon by the 
lumed annotator. 

By the anfwers to the three iaft qaef- 
tions, Mafonry is vindicated againft all 
the objedtions cf cavillen } its excellency 
is difplayed ; and every cenfure againft 
it,, on account of the tranfgreflions of its 
profe(n>rs,. entirely removed. No bad 
man can be enrolled in our records, if 
known to be fo ; but (hould he impofe 
upon us, and we unwarily are led to re- 
ceive him, our endeavours are exerted to 
reform him : and, it is certain, by being a 
mafon, he will become a better fubjefb to 
his fovereign, and a more ufeful member 
to the ftate. 

Upon the whole, Mr. Locke*s obfer- 
vations on this curious manufcript, are 
well deferving a ferious and careful' ex- 
amination } and there remains little doubt,, 
but the favourable opinion this philofo- 
pher conceived of the fociety of mafons 
before his admiflion, was fufficiently con* 
firmed after his initiation. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 

I N the Firft Edition we confined our remarks 
on the hiftory of Mafonry to a particular period, 
and inferted a detail of the principal tranfadions 
which then occurred. To render this part of 
the Book more complete, we have now ex« 
tended our plan, and traced the progrefs of Ma* 
fonry from its firft appearance in Britain, to the 
pfcfent time* 



THE 

HISTORY 

OP 

MASONRY* 

npHE hiftory of Britain, previous to 
the invafion of the Romans, is fo 
mixed with fable, as not to afford any 
fatisfadory account either of the original 
inhabitants of the idand, or of the arts 
pradbifed by them. It appears, however, 
from the writings of the beft hiftorians, 
that they were not deftitute of genius or 
tafte. There are yet in being the remains 
of fome ft upendous works executed by them 
much earlier than the time of the Ro- 
mans, and thefe veftiges of antiquity, 
though defaced by the cruel hand of time, 
difplay no fmall fhare of ingenuity in the 

invention^ 
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iiiventiony and are convincing proofs tliat 
the fcicnce of Malbnry was not unknown- 
in thofe rude ages. 

The Druids are faid to have retained 
many ufages among them fimilar to thofe 
of mafons, but of what they chiefly cono 
iided, wc cannot, at this diftance of time,, 
with certainty, difcover. 1 hefe philofo- 
phers held their aflfemblies in woods and 
groves, and obferved the mod impene- 
trable fecrecy in explaining their princi- 
ples and opinions, which being known 
only to themfelves, muft have petiHied 
with them. 

The Druids were the priefts of the Bri- 
tons, Gauls,, and other Celtic nations. 
They were divided into three clafles -, the 
bards, who were poets and muficians, 
formed the firft clafs-, the vates, who 
were priefts and phyfiologifts, compofed 
the fecond dafs y and the third clafs con* 
fifted' of the Druids, who added moral 
pliilofophy to the ftudy of phyfiology. 

Jt.is fuggefted that the Druids derived 
kheic fy-llem of government from Pytha- 
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goras. Study and fpeculation were the 
favourite purfuits of thefe philofophers. 
In their private retreats they^ entered into 
a difquifition of the origin, laws, and 
properties of matter, the form and mag*' 
nitude of the univerfe, and even the moft 
fubiime and hidden fecrets of nature. On 
thefe fubjeds they formed a variety of 
hypothefes, which they delivered to their 
difciples in verfe, that they might more 
cafily retain them in memory, being bound 
by oath not to write them. 

In this manner the Druids communis 
cated their peculiar tenets, and under the 
veil of myftery concealed every branch of 
ufeful knowledge. This fecured to their 
order univerfal admiration and refpedb, 
while their religious inftruAions were 
every where received with reverence and 
fubmiflion. To them was committed the 
education of youth, and from their femi- 
naries many valuable produdions ilTued. 
They determined all caufes, bothxccle- 
fiaftical and civil } they taught philofophy, 
tftrology, politics, rites, and ceremonies i 
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and in fongs recommended the heroic 
deeds of great men to the imitation of 
pofterity. 

It would be contrary to the intention 
of thu treatife to enlarge further on the 
ufages that prevailed among thefe ancient 
philofophers } on thefe we can offer but 
probable conjedures } it will therefore be 
more prudent to abbreviate our obferva* 
tions on thb head, and» leaving the ex- 
perienced mafon to make his own reflec* 
tions on their affinity to the mafonic rites, 
haften to relate occurrences of more im- 
portance and better authenticated. 

Upon the arrival of the Romans 
in Britain, arts and fciences began to 
flouriih apace. In the progrefs of civili- 
zation, Mafonry came into efteem, and 
was much encouraged by Casfar, and fe- 
veral of the Roman generals, who fuc- 
ceeded him in the government of this 
ifland. At this period the mafons, though 
few in number, were remarkably diftin* 
guiihed for their fkill in architecture. 
yft find them employed in ereding walls* 
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forts, bridges, cities, temples, palaces, 
courts of juftice, and other ftately works. 
Hiftory, however, is filent concerning 
their lodges or conventions, and tradition 
affords but an imperfect account of their 
ufages and cuftoms. 

The wars which loon after broke out 
between the conquerors and the conquered 
obftruded the progrels of Mafonry in 
Britain, and the Art continued in a low 
ftate till the arrival of the Emperor Ca- 
raufius, when, under his aufpices, it re- 
vived. This general, having (haken ofF 
the Roman yoke, contrived every means 
to render his perfon and government ac- 
ceptable to the people. As he pofllefled 
real merit, he encouraged learning and 
learned men, improved the country in 
the civil arts, and intended to have efta- 
blifhed an empire in Britain. He col- 
leded workmen and artificers from all 
parts, and under his fway they enjoyed 
peace and tranquillity. He held the ma- 
fons in great veneration, and appointed 
AJbanuSf his ftewatd, ^inxkcv^^ (>x^vc\« 
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tendant over their aflemblies. Under 
this patron, the lodges or conventions 
of the fraternity were regularly con- 
duced. TJie mafons, through the in- 
iluence of Albanus, obtained a charter 
from Caraufius to hold a general council, 
at which this worthy knight prefided in 
peribn as Grand Mailer, and aflifled at 
the reception of many perfons. To this 
council the name of Aflcnibly was after- 
wards given*. Albanus was born at 

* An old MS. which was dellroyed with many 

others tti 1 720, faid to have been in the poflTeflion 

pf Nicholas Stone, a curious Iculptor under Inigo 

Jones, contained the following particulars : 

^ ' * St. Alban loved mafons well, and cheriflicd 

* them much, and made their pay right good ; for 
' he gave themijs. per weeke, and iijd. to their 
' cheer f ; whereas, before that time in all the land, 
' a mafon had but a penny a day, and his meat, un* 

* 111 St. • Alban mended itt. And he gott them a 

* charter from the King and hiscounfcll for to hold 
*.a general counfell, and gave itt to name Aflemblie. 
^ Thereat he was himfclfe, and did helpe to make 
^ mafons, and gave them good charges/ 

' ' f A MS* writtco \n the rHgn of James II. before cited in 
kh\9 volunr.r, conUiDS an accoaat of tUi rifcomAaneit^ vxA V«^ 
efcsiei the ircdtlj paj to jk i4%%ft4 \4% % 4v)\^^^>)it»M:% 
o/^of4ciif» ^^ 
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Verulam, (now St. Albans^ in Hertford- 
fiiire) of a noble familjr. In bis youth 
he travelled to Rome, where he fervcd 
(even years under the Emperor Diocle>: 
fian. On his return home, by th-j ex- 
ample and perfuafion of Amphibalus of 
Cacr leon (now Chefter), who had ac- 
companied him in his travels, he was 
converted to the Chriftian faith, and in 
the tenth and laft perfecution of the Chrif« 
tians, was beheaded A. D. 303. He was' 
the 6r(l who fuffered martyrdom for the 
Ciiridian religion in Britain, of which this 
venerable Bede gives the following ac- 
count. The Roman govcrner having 
been informed that St. Alban harboured 
a Chridian in his houfe, he fent a party 
offoldiers to apprehend Amphibalus. St, 
Alban immediately put on the habit of. 
his gucft *, and prefented himfelf to the 

officers. 

• The garment which Alban wore upon this oc- 

cafion was called a Caiuicalla ; it was a kind of 

cloak with a cowl, rcfeinbling the veflmeot of the- 

Jcwith ptitHii. WaKingViam t«\«.U%, vVv\x \\ 'w** 

J> en ia a large chtft*n tikt 0^1^TC^l «S"«X>|» 
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officers. He was carried before a magi- 
ftrate, where he behaved with fuch a 
manly freedom, and fo powerfully fup* 
ported the caufe of his friend, as not only 
to incur the diipleafure of the judge, but 
to bring upon himfelf the punilhment 
above fpecified. 

The old conftitutions affirm that St. 
Alban was employed by Caraufius to en- 
viron the city of Verulam with a wall, 
and to build him a fine palace ; and that 
the Emperor, as a reward for his diligence 
. in executing thefe works, appointed him 
fteward of his houfehold, and chief ruler 
of the realm. However this may be, 
there is great reafon to believe, from the 
corroborating teftimonies of ancient^hifto- 

wbick was opened in the reigo of Edward 11. A. D. 
1314; aad ThoiAas Rudbara, another writer of 
eqnal anthoritx» confirms thu relation, and adds, 
lliat there was found i^th this garment an old 
Writing in thefe words : * This is the Caracalla of 
' St. Amphibalos, the monk and preceptor of St. 
' Alban ; in which that proto>mart]rr of England 
*fnfiercd death, nnder the cmel periecution oC 
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liins, that this knight was a celebrated 
architeft, and a great encourager of good 
workmen. It cannot then be fuppofed 
that Free-mafonry fhould be iiegledfced un* 
der fuch a patron. 

After the departure of the Romans from 
Britain, Mafoniy made but a (low pro- 
grefs, and was in a little time almoft to* 
tally neglefbed. The irruptions of the 
PiAs and Scots obliged the fouthern in- 
habitants of the idand to folicit the afllft- 
ance of the Saxons, to r«pel thefe inva- 
ders. As t^e Saxons increafed, the nar 
tive Britons funk into obfcurity, and, ere 
long, yielded the fuperiority to their pro- 
teftors, and acknowledged their fove- 
reignty and jurifdlftion. Thefe rough 
and ignorant heathens, dcfpifing every 
thing but war, foon put a Hnifliing ftroke 
to :all the remains of ancient learning 
which had efcaped the fury of the Pi^ 
and Scots. They continued their depre- 
dations, with unreftrained rigour, till the 
arrival of ibme pious teachers from Wales 
and Scotland, when many of thefe fa- 
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vages were reconciled to Chriftianity, and 
the dodrincs of that religion gained 
ground among them. As Chriftianicy 
fpread, Mafonry was . eftablifhed, and 
Jodges began to be formed*. Thefe lodges, 
.being under the dire^ion of foreigners, 
'were feldom convened, and never attained 
any degree of confideration or importance. 
Mafonry continued in this fituation till 
the year 557, when Auftin, with forty 
more monks, among whom the fciences 
iiad been preferved, came into England. 
Auftin was commiflioned by Pope Gre- 
gory, to baptize Ethclbcrt King of Kent, 
'who appointed him the firft archbifliop of 
Canterbury. This monk and his afToci- 
ates propagated the principles of the 
Chriftian faith among the inhabitants of 
Britain, and by their influence, in little 
more than fixty years, all the kings of 
the heptarchy were converted. The lodges 
now began to flouriih under the patronage 
of Auftin, and feveral foreigners came 
into England who introduced the Gochlc 

* See theBookof CotL^vxVkSktA. 



^ 
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ftyle of building among the mafons.. 
Auftin appeared at the head of the fra* 
ternity in founding the old cathedral of 
Canterbury in 600, and ^he cathedral of. 
Rochefter in 602. 

Several expert mafons arrived in Eng« 
land from France in 680, who formed 
themfelves into lodges, under the direc- 
tion of Ben net, abbot of Wirral, who 
was appointed by Kenred, king of Mercia, 
to infpeit their proceedings. 

During the heptarchy, however, Ma- 
fonry continued in a low ftate. In the 
year 856 it revived under the patronage 
of St. Swithin, who was employed by 
Ethelwolph, the Saxon king, to repair • 
fome pious houies, and gradually im* 
proved till the reign of Alfred, A. D. r 
^yu when, in the perfon of that prince, : 
it found a zealous protestor. 

Mafonry has, for the moO: part, kept 
pace with the progrefs of learning, and : 

: have generally found the patrons, and 
cncqyragers pf the latter mofl: remark- ; 

!e for cultivating and promoting the 
K a former. 
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former. No prince ever ftudied more to 
poliih and improve the underftandings of 
.his fubjedbs than Alfred, and therefore 
no one could prove a better friend to 
Mafonry. By his indefatigable afliduity 
in the purfuit of knowledge, he induced 
his people to imitate his example, and 
thereby reformed their dillblute and bar- 
barous manners. Hume, in his hiftory 
of Great Britain relates the following par- 
ticulars of this prince: 

Alfred ufually divided his time into 
.three equal portions ; one was employed 
in deep, and the refe^ion of his body by 
diet and exercife ; another in the difpatch 
of bufmefs ; and a third in ftudy and de- 
votion. That he might more exaftly 
meafure the hours, he made ufe or burn- 
ing tapers of equal lengths, which he 
fixed in lanthorns -, an texpedient futted to 
that rude age when the geometry of dial- 
ing and the mecbanifm of -clocks and 
watches were totally unknown. By this 
regular diftribution*of his time, th *i 
he jofttn Ubourtd vandicc ^^'^ V:K3&^^ ^ 
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firmities, this martial hero, who fought 
in perfon fifty-fix battles by fea and land,, 
was abl^, during a life of no extraordi* 
nary length,, to acquire more knowledge 
and even to compofe more books, than 
moft ftiidious men, bleft with greater lei« 
fure and application, have, in more for- 
tunate ages, made the objefb of their un- 
interrupted induftry. 

This prince was not negligent in en- 
couraging the mechanical arts. Ma- 
fonry, therefore, claimed a great part of 
his attention. He invited, from all quar<« 
ters, induftrious foreigners to repeople ' 
his country, which had been laid defolate 
by the ravages of the Danes. He intro^ 
duced and encouraged manufadures of 
all kinds among them ; no inventor or 
improver of any ingenious art did he 
fuSer to go unrewarded } and he fet apart 
afcventh part 0^ His revenue for main- 
taining a number of workmen, whom he • 
conftantly employed in rebuilding his ruin- 
ed cities, caftles, palaces, and monafteries» 
The univerfity of Oxford was founded by 

IJi. J. \VVKU 
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him. On his death io 900, Edward fuc- 
ceeded to the throne. 

During the reign of Edward, the ma- 
fons continued to hold their lodges, un- 
der the fanflion of Ethred, his fifter*s 
hufband, and Ethelward, his brother, to 
whom he intruded the care of the frater- 
nity. Ethelward was a prince of great 
learning, and an able archite(5t. He 
founded the univerfity of Cambridge. 

Edward died in 924, and was fuc' 
ceeded by Athcldane his fon, who ap« 
pointed his brother Edwin patron of the 
mafons. This prince procured a cl)arter 
from Athelftane, empowering them to 
meet annually in communication at York. 
In this city the firft Grand Lodge o( Eng- 
land was formed in 926) at which Edwin 
prcfided as Grand Mafter *. Here many 
old writings were produced in Greek, 

Latin, 

* A record of the fociety, written in the reiga 
of Edward IV. faid to have been in the pofleHion 
of the famouc Elias Aflimole, founder of : Mu- 
fenm at Oxford, and unfortunateljr deftr -< , i 
other papers TO the fub]cft of MdCotit^^ «.t.\ 



OF MASONRY. 199 

Latin, and other languages, from which, 
it is faid, the conftitutions of the Englifh 
lodges have been extra^ed. Athelftane 

kept 

volution, gives the following account of the date 
pf Mafonry at this period. 
^ 1 hat though the ancient records of the Brother-^ 

* hood in England were many of them dcftroyed or 
' loll in the wars of the Saxons and Danes, ycc 
' King Athelftane, (the grandfon of King Alfreds 
^ the Great, a mighty architcA) the firft anointed 

* king of England, and who tranflated the Holy 

* uibie into the Saxon tongue, (A. D. 930) when 

* he had brought the land into reft and peace, built 
^ many great works, and encouraged many ma(bns 
^ from France, who were appointed overfeers there* 

* of, and brought with them the charges and regu- 
' lations of the lodges, preferved fince the Romaa* 
' times ; who alfo prevailed with the King to im-- 
' prove the conftitution of the Engllih lodges ac- 
'cording to the foreign model, and to increafe the 

* wages of working mafons, 

* That the faid King's brother. Prince Edwin,. 
^ being taught Mafonry, and taking upon him the 
^charges of a mailer mafon, for the love he had to * 
'the faid Craft, and the honourable principles 
' whereon it is grounded, purchafed a free charter 
' of King Athelilane, for the mafbns having a Cot- 

* re£lion among tbemfelves, (as it was anciently ex- 
' preiTed) or a freedom and power to regulate them- 
'felves, to amend what might happen amifs^ and 

K 4 •to 
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kept his court for fome time at York^ 
where he received feveral embafTies from 
foreign princes, with rich prefents of 
various kinds. He was loved, honoured,, 
and admired by all the princes of Europe, 
who fought his friendlhip and courted his 
alliance. He was a mild fovereign, a 
kind brother, and a true friend. The 
only blemilh that hiftorians Hnd in the 
whole reign of Athelftane, is the fuppofed 
murder of hb brother Edwin. This 
youth was diftinguiflied for his virtues, 
and having died two years before his bra* 
ther, a falfe report was fpread of his be- 

* to hoM a yearly communicatioa and general af* 
*fembly. 

' That accordingly Prince Edwin fummoned all 

* the mafons in the realm to meet him in acongre- 

* gation at York, who came and compofed a gene* 

* ral lodge, of which he was Grand Matter; and 

* having brought with them all the writings and 
'records extant, fome in Greek, fome in Latin, 

* fome in French, and other languages, from the 

* contents thereof that aflembly did frame the con* 

* ftitution and chargea of an Englifli lodge, made a 

* law to prefenre and obferve the farot in all time 

* coming, and ordained good pay fof working sMr 

* fons, &c.* 

mg 
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ing wrongfully put to death by him« But 
this adion is fo improbable in itfelf, fo 
inconfiftent with the charadter of Athel« 
(lane, and indeed fo flenderly attefted, as 
to be undeferving of a place in hiftory ^. 

The 

♦ The excellent writer of the Hfeof King Athel* 
ilane f , has given fo clear and fo perfeA a view of 
this events that the reader cannot receive greater 
fatisfaflion than in that author's own words. 

The bufinefs of Edwin's death, is a point tlie 
mod obfcure in the ftory of this King, and, to fay 
the truth, not one even of our beft hiftorians, hath 
written clearlyi or with due attention, concerning 
it. The fa£l, as commonly received, is this ; - The 
King fufpeAing his younger brother Edwin, of d«* 
figning to deprive him of his crown, caufed him, 
notwithllanding his .protedations of innocency, to 
be put on board a leaky fliip, with his armour- 
bearer and page.. The^ young prince, unable to 
bear the feverity of the weather, and want of food, 
defperately drowned himfelf. Some time after, . 
the King's cup-bearer, who had been the chief 
caufe of this a^ of cruelty, happened, as he was * 
ferving the King at table, to trip with one foot, 
but recovering, himfelf with the other, ' See,' faid . 
he pleafantly, * how brothers afford each other 
^ help ;' which ftriking the King with the remem- 
brance of what himfelf had done, in Caking otf: 

^ 'Bio|. Brit. vol. I, p, 63«, 

K*5 Edwin^ 
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The aftivity and princely conduft of 
Edwin qualified him, in every refpeft, 
to prefide over (o celebrated a body of 

men 

EdwiOf who might have helped him in his wars, 
he caofed that bufinefs to be more thoroughly ex- 
aminedt and finding his brother had been fairely 
accofcd, caufed his cap-bearer to.be pat to a croel 
death, endared himfelf feven years (harp penance, 
and boilt the two monafteries of Middleton and 
Michelnefs, to atone for this bafe and bloody faA^ 
Dr. Howel, fpeaking of this (lory, treats it as if 
very indifferently founded, and, on that account, 
unworthy of credit f. Simeon of Durham, and 
the Saxon chronicle, fay no more, than that Edwin 
was drowned by his brother's command, in the year 
933 1« Brompton places it in the fir(l, or at far- 
theft in the fecond year of his reign ; and he tells 
OS the (lory of the rotten (hip, and of his punifhing 
the cup-bearer ^. William of Malm(bury, who is 
irery circttmllantial, fays, he only tells us what he 
he2rd |t ; but Matthew, the flower gatherer 4-» (lamps 
the whole down as an indubitable truth. Yet thefe 
difcordant dntcs arc not to be accounted for. If he 
was drowned in the fccond» he could not be alive 
in the tenth year 6f the King, the (irft is the more 
probable date, becaufe about that time there cer- 

* Speeds Chronicle, Bdok vii. chap. 3s* f Gen* Hifl» 

P, iv. t, i« § to* I Simeon Duneloii p. 1 54* Chron« 

Stioii. p. Ill* S Chronicon. p. SiS* I De CtSU 

ll.A.iib.U. 4 Mattht Floe ik(« 
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men as the mafons* Under him they 
were employed in repairing and building 
many churches and other edifices, whicli 
had been deftroyed by the ravages of the 
Danes and other invaders, not only in the 
city of York, but at Beverley, and other 
places. On the death of Edwin, Athel* 
(lane undertook the direction of the lodges, 

tainly was a confpiracy againft King Athelftane, in 
order to dethrone him, and put oat his cyei, yet he 
did not put the author of it to death ; is it likely 
then that he fhould order his brother to be thrown • 
into the fea upon bare fufpicion ? But the reader 
muft remember, that we cite the fame hiflorians, • 
who have told us this ftory, to prove that Athelftane 
was unanimoufly acknowledged King, his brethren 
being too young to govern ; one would think then, 
they could not be old enough to confpire. If we 
take the fecond date, the whole ftory is deftroyed $ 
the King could not do feven years penance, for he 
did not live fo long ; and as for the tale of the cup* 
bearer, and his ftumbling at the King*s table, the 
fame ftory is told of Earl Godwin, who murdered 
the brother of Edward the Confeflbn Laftly, no* 
thing is clearer from hiftory, than that Athelftane 
was remarkably kind to his brethren and fifters, for 
whofe fakes he lived fingle, and therefore one would 
think his brother had leis temptation to conipire 
againft. him. 

K6 and 
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and propagated the art of Mafonry in 
peace and fecurity. 

When Athelftane died, the mafons dif- 
perfed, and continued in an unfettled ftate 
till the reign of Edgar in 960, when they 
were again colleded by St. Dunftan. 
Under the aufpices of this patron they 
were employed in rearing fome pious 
ftruAures, but meeting with little encou- 
ragement, their lodges foon declined. Af- 
ter Edgar's death, Mafonry remained in 
a low condition upwards of fifty years» 
It began to revive under the patronage of 
Edward the Confeflbr, in 104 1, and fe- 
veral great works were executed by this 
prince. He rebuilt Weftminfter Abbey, 
aflifted by Leofrick, earl of Coventry, 
whom he had appointed to fuperintend the 
mafons. The Abbey of Coventry, and 
many other ftruflures, were alfo finifhed 
by this accompliOied archited. 
William the Conqueror acquired the 
- crown of England in 1066: he ap- 
pointed Gundulph, bilhop of Rocheller, 
and Roger de Montgomcryt joint patrons 
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of the mafons, who at this time excelled 
both in civil and military architedure^ 
Under the aufpices of thefe patrons, ths 
fraternity were employed in building the 
Tower of London, which was completed in 
the reign of William Rufus, who rebuilt 
London bridge with wood, and firft con* 
ftrufted the palace and hall of Weftminfter 
in 1087- On the acceflfion of Henry I, the 
lodges oontinued to be held ; and from this 
prince the firft Magna Charta, or charter 
of liberties, was obtained by the Nor*- 
mans. Stephen Succeeded Henry in 11359 
and employed the fraternity in building 
a chapel at Weftminftcr, now the Houfe 
of Commons, and feveral other works. 
Thefe were finiihed under the direAion 
of Gilbert de Clare, marquis of Pem- 
broke, wiio at this time prefided over the 
bdges. 

During the reign of Henry II. the 

grand mafter of the Knights Templars 

. fuperiotended the mafons, and employed 

them in building their Temple in Fleet* 

ftreet, A. D. 1155. Mafonry continued 
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under the patronage of this Order till the 
year 1199, when John fucceeded his bro* 
ther Richard in the crown of England. 
Peter de Colechurch was then appointed 
Grand Mafter. He began to rebuild 
London bridge with ftone, which was 
fini(hed by William Alcmain in 1209. 
Peter de Rupibus fucceeded Peter de 
Golechurch in the office of Grand Mafter, 
and Geoffrey Fitz-Peter, chief furvcyor 
of the king's works, a^ed as deputy un«' 
der him. Mafonry flourilhed under the 
aufpices of thefe two artifts, during the 
remainder of this and the following reign. 
On the acceffion of Edward I. A. D. 
1272, the care of the lodges was entrufted 
to Walter Giffard, archbifhop of York ;. 
Gilbert de Clare, earl of Gloucefter^ and 
Ralph, lord of Mount Hermer, the pro* 
genitor of the family of the Montagues. 
Thefe architects fuperintended the Hnifh- 
ing of Weftminfter Abbey, which had 
been begun in 1220, during the mino- 
rity of Henry III. In the reign of Ed- 
ward II. the fraternity were employed in 

building 
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building Exeter and Oriel colleges, Ox- 
ford i Clare-hall, Cambridge; and niany* 
other firu6bures ; under the aufpices of 
Walter Stapleton, biihop of Exeter, who 
had been appointed patron of the ma* .■ 
fons in 1307. 

Mafonry flouri(hed in England in the 
reign of Edward III. This prince be- 
came the patron of fcience, and the en- 
courager of literature. He applied with 
indefatigable afliduity to the conllitutions^ 
of the Order ; he revifed and meliorated 
the ancient charges, and added feveral 
wife regulations to the original code of 
Jaws, by which the fraternity had been 
governed. He patronized the lodges, and 
appointed five deputies under him to in- 
(peCt their proceedings, viz. i. John de 
Spoulce, who rebuilt St. George's chapel 
at Windfor, where the order of the garter 
was firfl: inftituted, A» D. 1350 ; 2. Wil- 
liam a Wickham, afterwards biihop of 
Winchefter^ who rebuilt the caftle of 
Windfor at the head of 400 freemafons, 
A. D. 1357 i 3. Robert aBarnham^ who 

fi^tvlQied 
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finilhed Sb George*s hall ar the head of 
250 free-mafons^.with other works in the 
caftle, A. D. 1375 ; 4. Henry Ycucle, 
(called in the old records, the King's frce- 
mafon) who built, the Charterrhoufe in 
London) King's hall, Cambridge-, and 
Queenborough caftle -, andwho alfo re- 
built St. Stephen's chapel, Weftminfter}. 
and 5. Simon Langham, abbot of Weft^ 
ininfter,.who rebuilt the body of that ca- 
thedral as it now ftands* From fome. 
old records* ftill extant it appears, that at 
this period lodges were numerous, and 
that communications of the fraternity 
were held under the^ protedion of . the 
civil magiftrate*.. 

Richard: 

* An old record of the Sodety rnns thus : 

* In the glorioai reign of King Edward III. when 

* lodgei werf>more frequent, the Right WoHbipfal 

* the Mailer and Fellow*, with confent of the lords 
'of the realm, (for moft great men were then ma> 
' font) ordained, 

* Tliat for the future, at the making or admii^ 

* fi(m of a brother, the conftitntion and the ancient 
' chaigea ihonld be read by the Mafter or Warden. 



\ 



•Vwa* 



OF MASONRY. 205^/ 

Richard II. having fuccceded his grand« 
father Edward III. in 1377, Wiliiam a 
Wickham was continued Grand Maftef. 

He 

' That fuch as were to be admitted maftcrwinafoos» 

* or mailers of work, fliould be examined whether 
^they be able of cunning to ferve their refpeflive 
^ lords, as well the lowed as the higheft, to the ho* 
^ nour and worfliip of riie afbref^ud art, and to the 
^profit of their lords ;. for they be their lords that 

* employ and pay them for their fervice and travel/ 

The following particulars are alfo contained in 
a \xry old Mi. of which a copy is faid to have beea 
in the pofleffion of the late George Payne, Efq;. 
Pad Grand Matter. . 

' That when the Mailer and Wardens meet in a 
^ lodge, if need be, the flierifFof the countyi or the* 
' mayor of the city, or alderman of the town, in 
^ which the congregation is held, fliould be made 

* fellow and fociate to the Mailer, in help of him. 
^ againft rebels, and for upbearing the rights of the* 

* realm •^ 

' That entered prentices, at their making, were^ 
^ charged not to be thieves or thieves-main tainers }. 

* that they fliould travel honeflly for their pay, and 
^ love their fellows as themfelves, and be true to^ 
' the king of England, and to the realfai, and to the 
' lodge. 

* That at fuch congregations it fliall be inquired, 

* whether any mafter or fellow has broke any ofthe 
' articles agreed to ; and if the offender, being dtal/ 
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He afterwards rebuilt Wcftminfter-hall 
as it now (lands ; and employed the fra< 
tcrnity in building New College, Oxford, 
and Wincheftcr college, both of which he 
founded at his own expence. 

Henry, duke of Lancaftcr, taking ad- 
vantage of Richard's abfence in Ireland, 
. got the parliament to depofe him, and 
next year caufed him to be murdered 
Thus he fupplanted his couHn, and mount- 
ed the throne by the name of Henry IV. 
He appointed Thomas Fitz Allen, earl of 
Surrey, Grand Mafter. In this reign 
the Guildhall of London was built. I'he 
King dying in 1413, Henry V. fucceedcd 

^ cited to appear, prove rebel, and will not attend, 
J then the lodge (hall determine againft him, that he 

* fliall forfwear (or renounce) his mafonry, and (hall 
' no more ufe this craft* the which if he prerume 
•^ for to do, the flieriff of the county (hall prifon 
' him, anckake all hit goods into the King's hand-s 
^ till bis grace be granted him and iffwd. For 

* this caufe principally have thefe congregationt 
^ been ordained, that as well the lowcft as the high- 
^ eft (hould be well and truly ferved in this art fore- 
^ faid, throoghoQt all the kingdom of England. 
^ Amen, fo mote it be.^ 
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to the crown; when Heniy Chtchelc/^ 
archbifhop of Canterbury, Obtained the 
dire6lion of the fraternity i and under the 
aufpices of this patron> lodges and com.-^ 
munications were frequent* 

Henry VI. a minor, fucceeding to the 
throne in 1422, the parliament endea- 
voured to diflurb the mafons, by paffing 
the following aft to prohibit their chap*^ 
ters and conventions : 

3 Hen. VI. cap. i. A. D. 1425. 

Masohs ^ail not confederate in chapters or- 
congregations* 

* Whereas, by the yearly congfega-^ 

* tions and confederacies made by the 

* mafons in their general alTemblies, the 
« good courfe and effeA of the (latutes of 

* labourers be openly violated and broken, 

* in fubveriion of the law, and to the 

* great damage of all the commons ; our 

* fovereign lord the King, willing in this 

* cafe to provide a remedy, by the advice 

* and confent aforefaid, and at the fpecial 

* requeft of the commons» hath ordained 
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^ and eftabli(hed| that fuch chapters and 
^congregations fhall not be hereafter 
^ holden ; and* if any fuch be made, they 

* that caufe fuch chapters and congrega- 
^ tions to be affembled and holden, if they 
^ thereof be convidt, (hall be judged for 
^felons : and that the other mafons, that 
^ come to fuch chapters or congregations, 

* be punilhed by imprifonment of their 
^'bodies, and make fine and ranfome at 

^ tlic king's will •.* 

This 

^ Judge Coke gives the following opinion on- 
diisftttate: 

* All the ftatntes concerning laboarers before this 

* aQ, and whereanco this afi doth refer, are repealed 
' by the Aatuteof 5 £]is« cap. 4. ateui A. D. 1562, 
** whereby the canfe and end of making thk aA ii 

* taken away, and confeqaently theaA 11 become of 

* no force ;. for ceffanU rat Urn hgis^ cejfat ipfa U:t: 

* and the indidmentof felony upon this ftatute mult 
^'contain, That thofe chapters and congregations 

* are to* the violating and breaking of the good 
^coorfe and eflfeft of the ftatatea of labourers; 

* which now. cannot be fo alleged, becaufe thefe 
^'flatutes be repealed. Therefore this would be 
^pQt our of the charge of juftices of the peace.* 
IjMTiTVTti, PartlUtioL 19^ 
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This adk was never once put in forcc^ 
jior the fraternity deterred from aflem^ 
bling as ufual under archbifhop Chicheley^ ' 
who (till continued to prefidc over them. ' 
Notwithdanding this rigorous edift, tlie 
eiFeft of prejudice and malevolence in an 
arbitrary fet of men, lodges were formed 
in different parts of the kingdom } and 
tranquillity, joy, and felicity reigned 
among the fraternity *. 

As 

Tt is plain, From the above opinion, that this 
2&f though never exprefsly repealed, can have no 
force at prefent. The mafons may reft very qoiet^ 
may continue to hold their aiTemblies, and may 
propagate their myfteries, as long as their con fbr« 
mity to their profeflcd principles entitles them to 
the fanftion of government* Mafonry is too well 
known in this country, to raife any fufpicton in the 
legiflature. The greatcft perfonages have prefided 
over the fociety, and under their auQpicious govern* 
ment, at different times, an acquiiition of patrons^ 
both great and noble, has been made. It would 
therefore be abfurd to imagine, that any legal attempt 
Wilt ever be thought of to difturb the peace and bar* 
mony of a fociety fo truly refpedable and ib liighly 
ihonoured. 

^ The Latin Regiftcr of William Molart, prior 
'Of Canterbury! ia nanaftripti pap. 88. entitled^ 

* Liberatio 
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As the attempt of parliament to fup-^ 
prefs the lodges and communications of 
mafons renders the tranfadtions of this pe* 
riod worthy our attention, it may not be 
improper to ftate fome of the circum- 
(lances which are fuppofed to have given 
rife to this fevere edi6t. 

The Duke of Bedford, at that time re- 
gent of the kingdom, being in France, the 
regal power was veiled in his brother 
Humphrey, Duke of Gioucefter ♦, who 

was 

^ Liberatio generilis Domini Guliclmi Prions Ec« 

* defiac Chrifti Cantaarienfis, erga Faftam Natalis 

* Domini 1429/ informs us, that, in the year 
1429, during tbe minority of this prince, a refpeA- 
able lodge was held at Canterbury, under the pa« 
tronage of Henry Chicheley, the archbiOi^ ; at 
which were prefent Thomas Stapylton, the Mafler; 
John Morris, cuftos de la lodge lathomorum, or 
warden of the lodge of mafons ; with fifteen fellow- 
xrafts, and three entered apprentices, all of whom 
are particularly named. 

* T^iis prince is faid to have received a more 
learned education than was ufual in his age, to have 
founded one of the firft public libraries in England, 
«nd to have been a great patron of learned men. 
If the reoords of the ibcictj may be relied on, we 

have 
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was (lyled protestor and guardian of the 
kingdom. The cace of the young king's 
peribn and education was entrufted to 
Henry Beaufort, bilhop of "Winchefter, , 
the Duke's uncle. The bifhop was a pre- 
late of great capacity and experience, but < 
of an intriguing and dangerous charafter. ' 
As he afpired to the government of af- '. 
fairs, he had continual difputes with his : 
nephew the protestor, and gained fre- ' 
quent advantages over the vehement and 
impolitic temper of that prince. Being ,1 
invefted with power, he foon began to * 
(hew his pride and haughtincfs, and he ' 
wanted not followers and agents, who ' 
were bufy to augment his influence *. 

The > 

have reafon to believe, that he was particularly at^ 
tached to the mafona, that he was admitted into * 
their Order, and that he affifted at the initiation of * 
King Henry in 1442. ' 

«* In a parliament held at Weftminfter on the 1 7th 
of November 1423, to anfwer a particolar end, it 
was ordained, * That if any perfon, committed for 

* grand or petty treafon, (hould wilfully ealc out 

* of prifon^ aad efupefirom tbe (amei it i nld be 
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The animoficy between the uncle and 
nephew daily increafed, and the authority 

of 

^ deemed petty treafoiit and his goods be forfeited %• 
About this timef one William King, of Womoltoa 
inlYorkihire, fenrtnt to Sir Robert Scott, lieutenant 
of the Tower, pretended^ that he had been offered 
by Sir John Mortimer* (couGa to the lately^^deceafcd 
Edward Mortimer, earl of March, the neareft in 
blood to the Englifli crown', and then a prifoner in 
the Tower) ten pounds to buy him clothes, with 
forty pounds a year, and to be made an earl, if he 
would aflift Mortimer in making his efcape ; that 
Mortimer faid, be would raife 40,000 men on his 
enlargement, and would ftrxice off the heads of the 
rich bilhop of Winchefter, the duke of Gioucefter, 
and others. This fellow undertook to prove upon 
«ath the truth of his aflfertion. A (hort time after, 
a fcheme was formed to cut off Mortimer, and an 
opportunity foon offered to carry it into execution* 
Mortimer being permitted one day to walk to the 
Tower wharf, was fuddenly purfued, feized, brought 
back, accnfed of breaking out of prifon, and of 
attempting bis efcape. He was tried, and the evi- 
dence of King being admitted, was convided, 
agreeably to the late fiatute, and afterwards be* 
headed. 

The death of Mordmer occafioned great mur- 
muring and difeonteac among the people, and 

. 4 Wetfi% GbcmOdti fi^'tfMVi^i^n^^ 

^1 



OF MASONRY. 217 

of parliament, at length, was obliged to 
intcrpofe. On the laft day of April, 
1425, the parliament met at Wcftmin- 
ftcr. The fervants and followers of the 
peers coming thither, armed with clubs 
and ftaves, occafioned its being named 
THE BATT PARLIAMENT. Several laws 
were then made, and among the rcIt^ 
the aft for abolishing the fociety of ma- 
fons*i at leaftfor preventing their aflfem- 

blics 

threatened a fpeedy fubverHon of tho(e in power* 
Many hints were thrown out, both in public and 
private afleniblies, of the fatal confequences which 
were expeAed to fucceed this commotion. The 
azing progrefs it made, juftly alarmed the fof> 
pi ns of the ambitious prelate, who fpared no 
pains to exert his power on the occafion. 

* Dr. Anderfont in the firft edition of the Book 
of Conftitutions, in a note, makes the following 
obferration on this a£t : 

* This z6t was made in ignorant times, when 

* true learning was a crime, and geometry con- 

* demned for conjuration ; but it cannot derogate 
' from the honour of the ancient fraternity, who, 
'to be fure, would never encourage any fuch con* 

federacy of their working brethren. By tradition 

it it lie?ed, that the parliament were then too 

inflacnccd by the illiterate clergy, who 

L ^ were 
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blies and congregations. As their meet* 
^gs were fecret, it can raife no furprife 
that they fhould attrad the attention of 
the afpiring prelate, renew his appre- 
henfion, and incur his difpleafure f . 

Sovereign 

^ were not accepted mafonst nor underftood archi- 
^ teftore, (as the clergy of /ome former ages) and 

* were generally thought unworthy of this brother- 

* hood. Thinking they had an indefeafible right 

* to know all fecrets, by virtue of auricular con* 

* feflion, and the mafons never confefling any thing 

* thereof, the faid clergy were highly offended, and 
^ at firft fufpe£ting them of wickednefs, reprcfentcd. 

* them as dangerous to the (late during that mino-l 

* rity, and foon influenced the parliament to laj 
'hold offuch fuppofed arguments of the working 
' mafons, for making an aA that might feem to 
^ refleA diflionour upon even the whole fraternity, 

* in whofe favour feveral aAs had been before and 
^ after that period made.* 

t The bifliop was diverted from his perfecu 
of the mafons, by an affair in which he was ni | 
nearly concerned. On the morning of St. 
snd Jude's day, after the lord mayor of U I I 
returned to the city from Weftminfter, lere 
had been taking the ufual charges of his high ofl 
fice, he received a fpecial meffage. while feat( :| 
dinner, from the duke of Gloucefter, requir 
iimnedUte attendiAce* He immediately repi 
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Sovereign authority, however, being 
veiled in the duke of Glpuccfter, as pro- 

tcdor 

to the palace, and being introdacf d into tbe pft^ 

fence, the duke commanded his iQrdfliip to fee that 

the city was properly watched the following night, 

as he expeAed his uncle would endeavour to make 

himfelf mailer of it by force, unlpfs fome effeQaal 

means were adopted to ftop his progrefs. This 

command was firiflly obeyed ; and, at nine o*clocIc 

the next morning, the bifhop of Winchefter, with 

his fervants and followers, attempted to enter the 

city by the bridge, but were prevented by the vi« 

gilance of the citizens ; who, having been prevt* 

oufly apprized of their deiign, repelled them by 

force. This unexpefled repulfe enraged the haughty 

and imperious prelate, who immediately coUefied a 

numerous body of archers and other men at arau^ 

and commanded them to aiTault the gate with (hot* 

The citizens diredlly (hut up their (hops, and 

crowded to the bridge in great numbers, when a 

general ma(racre would certainly have enfued, had 

it not been for the timely interpofition and prudent 

adminiftration of the mayor and aldermen, who 

happily ftopt all violent meafures, and, in all pro* 

ity, prevented a great efFufion of blood. 

T archbi(hop of Canterbury, and Peter, duke 

of Coimbra, eldeft fon of the King of Portugal, 

th e others, endeavoured to appeafe the fury 

i\ I 9 contending parties, and, if poflible, to 

reconciliation between them ; but all 

fe, neither party would yield. They 

r<H , or ten times backwards and forwards, 

L f ttfing 
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te£lor of the realm, the execution of the 
laws, and all that related to the civil 
magiftrate, centered in him : a fortunate 
circumftance for the mafons at this cri- 
tical junAure. The Duke, knowing 

them 

nfing every fcheme they could think of to prevent 
further extreoiitieit before they could fucceed in 
their nedittion, or bring the parties to a confor* 
snity ; at laft it was agreed on both fides, that all 
hoftile proceedings (hould drop, and the matter be 
referred to the award of the duke of Bedford. 
Upon this, peace was reftored, and the city re« 
aiained in quiet for the prefent. 

The biOiop loft no time in tranfmitting his cafe 
to the duke of Bedford ^ and in order to glofs it 
over with the beft colours, he wrote the following 
letter; 

* Right high and mighty prince, and my right 

* noble, and after one, leiueft [earthly] lord ; 1 re- 

* commend me unto your grace with all my heart. 

* And as you defire the welfare of the King our fove- 
^ reign lord, and of his realms of England and 
< France, your own weal [health] with all yours, 

* hade yott hither ; For by my troth, if you tarry 

* long, we (hall put this land in jeopardy [adven« 
^ ture] with a field, fuch a brother you have here ; 

* God msike him a good man. For your ifdc 

^ well knoweth that the profit of France fla h 

* in the welfare of England, tec. ThA < L 

* Tiiaity keep yoiu Vftvutti vbl ^«x 
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them to be innocent of the accufations 
laid againft them, not only protcdted 

them, 

< London, on All-hallowen*eveD, the 31 ft of OAo- 

•bcr, I42v 

* By your fenrant« to my lives end, 

•HENRY, Winchester,* 

This tremendous Jetter had the defired effeft, and 
haftened the return of the duke of Bedford to Lon- 
don, where he arrived un the loth of Janoaryt 
1425-6. On the 21ft of February he held a great 
council at St. Albans, adjourned it to the '15th of 
March at Northampton, and the 25th of June at 
Leicefter. Batts and ftaves being now probibitedt 
the followers of the members of parliament attended 
with ftones in a fling, and plummets of lead. The 
duke of Bedford employed the authority of parlia* 
ment to reconcile the differences which had broke 
out betwixt his brother and the bilhop of Wincliefter; 
and he obliged thefe rivals to promife before that af> 
fembly, that they would bury all quarrels in oblivion. 
Thus the long wiflied for peace between thefe two 
great pei fonages, was, to all appearance, accompliflied* 

The duke of Glouceder, during the difcuflion of 
this matter before parliament, exhibited the follow- 
ing charge, among five others, againft the bifliop 
of Winchefter : * That he had« in his letter to the 
' duke of Bedford at France, plainly declared his 

* malicious purpofe of aflembling the people, and 
•ftirring up a rebellion in the nation, contrary to 

* the king's peace.* 

The bi(hop*s anfwer to this accufation was, * That 

* he never had any intention to diftorb the peace of 

L % « the 
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them, but transferred the charge of re- 
bellion, fcdition, and treafon, from thcm^ 
to the bilhop of Winchcftcr, and his fol- 

^ the nation, or raife any rebellion ; but that he 
' Tent to the duke of Bedford to fnlicit his fpeedy re* 
' turn to England to fettle all thofc differences which 

* were fo prejudicial to the peace of the kingdom ; 

* That though he had indeed written in the letter, 
' That if hi tarritd^ wi JbouU put thi land in ad^ 

* Vittturt hy a fields fucb a brotbtr jou have here; 
^ he did not mean it of any defign of his own, but 

* concerning the fedicious aifemblies of mafons, 
' carpenters, tyleri, and plaifterers ; who, being 
^ diftafted by the late z& of parliament againft the 
^exceffive wages of thofe trades, had given out 
^ many feditious fpeecbes and menaces againll cer« 

* taingreat men^ which tended much to rebellion f : 
^ That the duke of Gloucefter did not ufe his en* 
^ deavour, as he ought to have done in bis place, 

* to fuppre(s fuch unlawful aflcmblies ; fo that he 
^ feared the king, and his good fubjeAs, mud have 
' made a field to withftand them ; to prevent which, 
^ he chieH/ defiredthe duke of Bedford to come over/ 

As the mafons are unjuftly fufpeAed of having 
given rife to fome of the civil commotions of this 
period* I thought it neceflfary to infert the forego- 
ing paiticnlars, in order to clear them from this 
falfe charge. Moft of the drcumftances here men^ 
tioned, are extraAed from Wolfe's Chronicle pub^ 
liibed by Stowe. 

f The abvft ptidcaltrs are titnfted Aon one of Kliss 
AteNk's MS*. OS the foljta ofFffcc-maTMify. 

lowers 
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lowers } who, he aflertedy were the firft to 
difturb the public peace, and kindle the 
flames of civil difcord. 

The bifliop of Winchefter, fenfible that 
his aflions were not to be juftihed by the 
laws of the land, prevailed with the King, 
through the interceflion of the parliament, 
whom his riches had particularly inte- 
refteti in his favour, to grant him letters 
of pardon for ail offences committed by 
him, contrary to the (tatute of provifors, 
and other afts of praemunire. Five years 
after this, he procured another pardon, 
under the great feal, for all forts of crimes 
whatever, from the creation of the world 
to the 20th of July 1437. 

The Duke 6f Gloucefter, notwithftand- 
ing all the cardinal's precautions, in 1442, 
drew up frcfh articles of impeachment 
againfl: him, and prefcnted them with his 
own hands to the King; defiring that 
judgment might be pafTed upon him, ac- 
cording to his crimes. The king referred 
; the matter t& his council, who took it 
' uader . their confideration ; but, being 

JL 4 principally 
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principally ccclcfiaftics, they favoured the 
cardinal. At laft, the duke, wearied out 
with their tedious delays and fraudulent 
dealings, dropt the profecution, and the 
cardinal efcaped. 

Nothing could remove the inveteracy 
of the cardinal againft the duke of Glou- 

* The Bifhop planned the following fchcme at 
this time to irritate the duke of Glouceller: 
His dotchefs, the daughter of Reginald lord Cob« 
ham, had been accufed of the crime of witchcraft, 
and it was pretended that a waxen figure of the 
King was found in her poflefiion ; which (he, and 
her aflociatesf Sir Roger Bolingbroke, a prieft, and 
one Margery Jordan of £ye» melted in a magical 
manner before a flow fire, with an intention of 
making Henry's force and vigour wade away by 
like infenfible degrees. The accufatioiA was well 
calculated to ttfe& the weak and credulous mir^d of 
the King, and gain belief in an ignorant age. The 
dutchefs was brought to trial, with her confede- 
jates, and the prifoners were pronounced guilty : 
the dutchefs was condemned to do public penance 
in London for three days, and to fuffer perpetual 
imprifonment ; the others were executed. 

The proteAor, provoked at fi|ch repeated Infults 
ofered to his datchefs, made a noble and (lout re* 
fiftance to thefe moft abominable and (hamelefs pro* 
€eedingi9 bot it unfbrtiinttel/ ended in his own de« 
firaOioft* 

cefter; 
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ccfter } he was refolved to deftroy a man 
whofe popularity might become danger- 
ous, and whofe refentment he had fo mucR 
reafon to apprehend. The Duke had ever 
been a ftrenuous oppofer of every mea- 
fure contrary to the public good. By his 
jprudence, as well as the authority of his 
birth and (lation, he had prevented an ab- 
iblute fovereign power from being vefted . 
in the King's perfon. This enabled Win- 
chefter to gain many partifans, who were 
eafily brought to concur in the ruin of 
the prince. 

In order to efTeftuate the plan the ene-. 
mies of this prince had concerted to mur- 
der him, a parliament was fummoned to 
meet at St. Edmondlbury in 1447, where 
they expeded he would lie entirely ac 
their mercy. As foon as he appeared, 
on the fecond day of the fefllons, he was 
accufed of treafon, and thrown into pri- 
fon } where he was found the next day, 
bafely and (hamefuUy murdered. It was 
pretended, that his death was natural 1 
but though his body, which was ezpofed 
^5 . <o 
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to public view, bore no marks of outward 
injury^' no one doubted that he had fallen 
A facrifice to the vengeance of his ene- 
mies. Five of his fervants were tried for 
aiding him in his treafons, and condemned 
to be hanged, drawn, and quartered. 
.They: were hanged accordingly, cut down 
alive, ftripped naked, and marked with a 
knife to be quartered ; when the marquis 
of Suffolk, through a mean and pitiful 
afiedation of popularity, produced their 
pardon, and faved their lives : the moft 
barbarous kind of mercy that can poflibly 
be imagined ! 

Thus fell that great prince the duke 
of Gloucefter. His death was i^nivcr. 
fally * lamented throughout the whole 
kingdom. He had long obtained, and 
deferved well, the firname of good. He 
was a lover of his country, a friend to 
good men, the protestor of the mafons, 
a patron of the learned, and an encou- 
rager of every work worthy of everlafting 
memorial. His inveterate profecutor, the 
hypocritical bifllop, ftung with remorfc, 

fcarce 
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fcarcc furvived him two months j whert^ 
after a long life fpent in fatfehood and. 
politics, he funk into oblivion, with all 
the daggers of divine vengeance fticking 
in his heart *• 

After the death of the cardinal the. 
mafons continued to hold their lodges* 

^ The wickednefs of the Cardinars life, and his 
mean, bafe, and unmanly death, will ever be a 
bar againft any vindication of hii memory for the 
good which he did while alive, or which the mOnty 
he had amafled could do after his deceafe. When' 
in his laA moments he was heard to utter theie* 
mean expreflions : * Why fhould I die* who am * 
^ pofTcfled of fo much wealth ? If the whole king* 

* dom could fave my life, I am able by my policy^' 
' to preferve it, or by my money to purchafe it»* 

* Will not death be bribed, nor money do every* 
Mhingr' The inimitable Shalcefpeare, after giv** 
ing a mod horrible piAure of defpair, and a tor*' 
tured confcience, in the perfon of the cardinal, in«' 
troduces King Henry to him with thefe fliarp and* 
piercing words : 

• Lord cardinal, if thou think'fton heavVs blifs^ 
' Lift up thy hand, make fignal of that hope/ 
- He dies, and makes no fign. 

Hen. VL Aft 3^ 
^ The memory of the wicked (hall rot, but the un* 
' juflly perfccuted (hall be had in everlafting remeoi« 

* brancc' 

L 6 without 
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without dread or apprehenfion* The 
King being initiated into the Order in the 
year 14429 he was very intent on obtain- 
ing a thorough knowledge of the Art. 
He perufed the ancient charges *, revifed 
the conftitutionsy and, with the confent 
of his council, prefided in perfon over 
the mafons. Many lords and gentlemen 
of the court followed his Majefty's ex« 

* A record in the reign of Edward IV. runs thus : 

* The company of mafoni» being otherwife termed 
' free-mafonsy of auntient flaunding and good rec« 

* koninge» by means of affable and kind meetyngs 

* dyverfe tymes, and as a lovinge brotherhode ufe 
^ to doe» did frequent this mutual aflfembly in the 

* tyme of Henry VK in the tweiAh yeare of his 
^ moft gracious reign, A. D« 1434/ Tl^e fame 
lecord fays farther, * That the charges and laws of 

* the free-maibns have been feen and perufed by oar 
^ late Soveraign King Henry Vf. and by the lords 
^ of his moft honourable council, who have allowed 

* them, and declared. That they be right good 

* and leafonable to be holden, as they have been 

* drawn out and coUeded fit)m the records of aun* 

* tient tymes,* &c. &c. 

Ffom all which it appears, that before the trou« 
bles which happened in the reign of this unfortunato 
priacci free nufoai were ia high eftimation. 

amplc9 
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ample, and Mafonry once more flouriflied '- 
in England ♦. The King nominated Wil- 
liam Wancfleet, bifliop of Winchcftcr^ 
Grand Mafter, who afterwards built Mag* 
dalene College, Oxford, and many other 
pious houfes, at his own expence. Eton 
College, near Windfor, and King's Col- 
lege, Cambridge, were built under the 

^ While thefe tranfaAions were carrying on in 
Englandf the xnafont were coanteninced and pro* 
tcAed in Scotland by King Jame^L After his re* 
turn from captivity, he became the patron of the 
learned, and a zealous encourager of Mafonry^ 
The Scottifh records relate, that he honoured the 
lodges with his royal prefence ; that he fettled a 
yearly revenue of four pounds Scots (an Englifli 
noble), to be paid by every mafter-mafon in Scot* 
land, to a Grand Mailer, chofen by the Grand 
Lodge, and approved by the crovv n, one nobly born»' 
or an eminent clergyman, who had his deputies in 
cities and coundes» and every new brother at en* 
trance paid him alfo a fee. His office empowered 
him to regulate in the fraternity what (hould not 
come under the cognkance of law-courts. To hint 
appealed both mafon and lord, or the builder and. 
founder, when at variance, in order to prevent law« 
pleas; and, in his abfence, they appealed to his 
Deputy or Grand Wardeot that refidcd next to the 
premifei. 

2^ dircdioa 
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dire^ion of Wanefleetr Henry alfo found- 
ed Chrift's College, Cambridge *, and his 
queen, Margaret of Anjou, Queen's Col* 
lege, in the fame univerftt/. 

Mafonry continued to flourifh in Eng- 
land till the peace of the kingdom was 
interrupted by the civil wars between the 
two royal houfes of York and Lancafter, 
when it fell into an almoA total negledb, 
and continued in that ftate till 1471,' 
when it began to revive, under the au- 
fpices of Richard Beauchamp, bifliop of 
Sarum. This prelate had been appointed 
Grand Mafter by Edward IV. and had . 
been honoured with the title of chancellor 
of the garter for repairing the caftljc and 
chapel of Windfor. 

During the fhort reigns of Edward V. 
and Richard III. Mafonry was on the de- 
cline I but on the accefllon of Henry 
VII. A. D. 1485, it came again into- 
cfteem, under the patronage of the Maf* 
ter and fellows of the order of St. John 
at Rhodes (now Malu), who aflembled 
their grand lodge in 1500, and chofe 

Henrx 
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Henry their protcftor. Under the royal* 
aufpices the fraternity revived their af-» 
iembiies, and Mafonry refumed its prif- 
tine fplendor. A grand lodge was formed 
in the palace, on the 24th of June 1502, 
at which the King prefided in perfon as 
Grand Mafter ; and having appointed 
John Iflip, abbot of Wellminfter, and 
Sir Reginald Bray, knight of the garter,.^ 
his wardens for the occafion, he proceeded/ 
in ample form to the eaft end of Weft- 
minfter Abbey, and laid the foundation 
Hone of that famous piece of Gothic ar-) 
chitedlure, known by the name of Henry 
VIl.'s Chapel. Under the direftion of 
Sir Reginald Bray, the palace of Rich-* 
mond was afterwards built, and many: 
other ftately works. , 

Henry Vill. fucceeded his father in' 
1509, and appointed Cardinal Wolfey- 
Grand Mafter. This prelate built Hamp- 
ton Court, Whitehall, Chrift Church C0I-; 
lege, Oxford, and feveral other good; 
edifices ; all of which, upon his difgrace, 
vcrc forfeited to tVitctwitv, £w,D. v^-io. 
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Thomas Cromwell, . earl of Eflex, fuc- 
ceeded the Cardinal in the ofHce of Grand 
Mailer; and employed the fraternity in 
building St. James's Palace, Chrid's Hof- 
pital, and Greenwich caftle. In 1534 
the King and parliament threw off allegi- 
ance to the pope of Rome. The King 
being declared fuprcme head of the 
church, no lefs than 926 pious houfes 
were fupprefled •, many of which were 
afterwards converted into (lately man- 
fions for the nobility and gentry. Un- 
der the direflion of John Touchet lord 
AudJey, who, on Cromwell's being be- 
headed in 1540, had fucceedcd to the 
office of* Grand Mailer, Mafonry conti- 
nued to flourilh i and the fraternity were 
employe^ in building Magdalbne Col- 
lege, Cambridge, and feveral other flnic- 
cures. 

Edward VI. a minor, fucceeding to 
the throne in 1547, his guardian and re- 
gent, Edward Seymour, duke of Somer« 
fety undertook the management of the 
mafonsy and built SonAtkOcv^>aSs. x'^^ "^s^ 
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Strand; which, on his being beheaded, 
was forfeited to the crown in 1552. John 
Poynet, bifhop of Winchefter, then be- 
came the patron of the fraternity, and 
continued to prefide over the lodges till 
the King died, A. D. 1553. 

The mafons remained without any no^ 
minal patron till the reign of Elizabeth, 
when Sir Thomas Sackville accepted the 
olHce of Grand Mafter. Lod^s were 
held, however, during this period, in 
different parts of England, particular!/ 
at York, where the fraternity were both 
numerous and refpedtable. The follow* 
ing remarkable circumftance is recorded 
of Elizabeth : hearing that the mafons 
were in poflcflion of fecrets, which they 
would not reveal, and being Jealous of 
all fecret aflemblies, fhe fent an armed 
force to York, with intent to break up 
their annual communication. This de- 
fign, however, was happily fruftrated by 
the interpofition of the Grand Mafter; 
who took care to initiate fome of the 
chief officers (he had fent on tliis duty.' 

They 
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They joined in communication with the 
mafons, and reported to the Queen, that 
the focietjr confifted of a peculiar fct of 
flcilful architects, who cultivated arts and 
fciences, promoted peace and friend (hip, 
one with another, and never meddled in 
affairs of church or ftate. Upon which 
thcQiieen countermanded her or .ers, and 
iitver afterwards attempted to diUurb the 
fraternity. 

Sir Thomas Sackville having refigned 
in 1567, Francis KufleK earl or Bedford, 
v^as eleded Grand Mailer in the North, 
and Sir Thomas Grefliam (who built the 
Royal Exchange, in the South.) Charles 
Howard, earl of Effingham, fucceeded 
Sir Thomas Grelham, and continued to 
prefide over the lodges in the Soulh till 
1588, when George Haftings, earl of 
Huntingdon, accepted the office of Grand 
Mader, in which ftation he continued till 
the Queen died in 160^. 

On the death of Elizabeth, the crowns 
of England and Scotland were united m 
het£wxcBQi^ James Yl. of Scotland, who 

wa& 
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was proclaimed King of England, Scot- 
land, and Ireland, on the 25th of March 
1603. At this period Mafbnry flouriflicd 
apace in boch kingdoms, and the lodges 
were convened under the royal patron- 
je. Several gentlemen of fine tafte rci- 
turned from their travels full of laudable 
emulation, if not to excel the Italian re> 
vivers, at leafl: to imitate theni in old 
Roman and Grecian Mafonry. Thefe in«> 
genious travellers brought home fome 
pieces of old columns, fome curious draw- 
ings, and books of architedure. Aniong 
the number was the celebrated Inigd 
Jones, fon of Inigo Jones, a citizen of Lon* 
don. He was put apprentice to a joiner,, 
and had a natural tafte for the art of de* 
figning. He was firft renowned for hii 
Ikill in landfcape painting, and was pa^ 
tronized by the learned William Herbert^ 
afterwards earl of Pembroke. He made 
the tour of Italy at his lord(hip*s expence,. 
where he improved under fome of the 
beft difciples of the famous Andrea Pal* 
ladio. On his return to England^ he 

laid 
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laid afide the pencil, and confined hit 
ftudy to architecture. He iDecame the 
Vitruvius of Britain, and the rival of 
Palladio. He was appointed General Sur- 
veyor to King James 1. under whofe 
royal aufpices Mafonry fiourilhed. He 
was eleAed Grand M after mafon of Eng- 
land, and was deputifed by his Sovereign 
to prefide over the lodges. During his 
adminiftration, many learned men were 
initiated into Mafonry, and the fociety 
was compofed of refpedable members. 
The moft ingenious artifts reforted to 
England, where they met with great en- 
couragement. Lodges were conftituted 
and formed into feminaries of inftru^ion 
in the fciences and polite arts, after the 
delign of the Italian fchools. The quar- 
terly communications of the Grand Lodge 
were revived, and the annual feftivals re- 
gularly obferved. 

Inigo Jones continued to prefide over 
the fraternity till the year 1618, when he 
was fucCeeded by the earl of Pembroke. 
Many eminent, wealthy, and learned men 
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were initiated under his lordlhip's aufpices, 
and the myfteries of the Order were held 
in high eftimation. 

On the death of King James in 16 15, 
Charles afcended the throne. The earl 
of Pembroke continued to prefide over 
the fraternity till 1630, when he refigned 
in favour of Henry Danvers, earl of! 
Danby, who was fucceeded in 1633 by 
Thomas Howard, earl of Arundel, the 
progenitor of the Norfolk family. In 
1635 Francis Ruflel, earl of Bedford, ac- . 
ccpted the government of the focietyj 
but as Inigo Jones had, with indefati- 
gable afliduity, continued to patronize. 
the lodges, he was re-elefted the follow- 
ing year, and continued in office till his 
death in 1646*. Many curious and mag- 
nificent 

* That lodges condnaed regolarly to aflemble 
at this time, appears from the diary of the learned 
antiquary Elias Aflimole, where he fays, * I was 
'made a free^mafoD at Warrington, Lancalhire» 
' with Colonel Henry Mainwaring, of Kerthinghanny 
' in CheOiire, by Mr. Richard Penket the Warden* 
* and the fellow-crafts (all of whom are fpecified) oa 

•16th 
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tiificent ftruftures were finifhcd under the 
diredion of this accompUIhed archited, 

^ 1 6th Odober i646,' In another place of his diary 
be fays, ^ On March the loth 1682, about 5 hor. 

* poll merid. I received a fummons to appear at a 
^ lodge to be held the next day at mafons' hall in 
' London.— March 11, Accordingly I went, and 
^ about noon were admitted into the fellowfhip of 
^ free-mafonf Sir William Wilfon, Kt. Capt. Richard 
' Borth%vick» Mr. William Woodman, Mr. William 

* Gray, Mr. Samuel Taylour, and Mr. William 
^ Wife. I was the fenior fellow among them, it be* 
^ ing thirty five yean fince I was admitted. There 
' were prefent, befide myfelf, the fellows after* 
^ named ; Mr. Thomas Wife, mailer of the mafons* 
^ company this prefent year, Mr. Thomas Shorthofe, 
^ and 7 more old free mafons. We all dined at the 

* Half-Moon tavern, Cheapfide, at a noble dinner 
^ prepared at the charge of the new accepted ma- 
^fons/ 

An old record of the fociety defcribes a coat of 
arms much the fame with that of the London com- 
pany of freemen mafons ; whence it is generally 
believed that this company is defcended of that an* 
cienc fraternity ; and in fqrmer times, no man, it 
alfo appears, was made free of that company until 
he was initiated in fome lodge of free and accepted 
mafons, as a neceflary qualification. This prafiice 
iltll prcrails in Scotland among the operative ma* 
£onu 

and 



OF MASONRY. 239 

and among the refl: that noble edifice the 
Banqueting houfe at Whitehall, the foun- 
dation-ilone of which was laid in the 
year 1 607 in the royal prefence. 

The breaking out of the civil wars ob* 
ftru£bed the progrefs of Mafonry in £ng* 
land for fome time ; after the Reftoration, 
however, it began to revive under the 
patronage of Charles II. who had been 
received into the Order while on his tra- 
vels. On the 27th December 1663, a ge- 
neral alTembly was held, at which Henry 
Jermyn, earl of St. Alban*s, was eleAed 
Grand Mailer, who appointed Sir John 
Denham, Kt. his deputy, and Mr. (af- 
terwards Sir) Chriftopher Wren, and John 
Webb his wardens. Several regulations * 

were 

* Among other regulations that were made at 
this aiTembly, were the following : 

' I. That no perfon, of what degree foever, be 

* made or accepted a free-mafon unlefs in a regular 

* lodge, v^ hereof one to be a Mafter or a Wardea 

* in that limit or divifton where fuch lodge is kept, 

* a another to be a craftfiaan in the trade of Frefrt 
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vrere made at this aflembly, and thegreat* 

eft harmony prevailed among the frater* 

nity. 

Thomas 



^ 2. That no peifon hereafter flitll be accepted a 
free-mafon, but fuch as are of able body* honeft 
parentage, good repatation, and an obferver of 
the laws of the land. 

^ 3« That no perfon hereafter who (hall be ac« 
cepted a free mafon (hall be admitted into any 
lodge or aifembl/y until he has brought a certifi* 
cateofthe time and place of his acceptation from 
the lodge that accepted him, unto the mafter of 
that limit or divifion where fuch lodge is kept : 
And the faid Mafter (hall enrol the fame in a roll 
of parchment to be kept for that purpofe, and 
fhall give an account of all fuch acceputions at 
every general aflfembly. 

* 4* That every perfon who is now a free*mafon 
(hall bring to the Mafter a note of the time of his 
acceptation, to the end the fame may be enrolled 
in fuch priority of place as the brother deferves ; 
and that the whole company and fellows may the 
better know each other. 

« 5«,That for the future the faid fraternity of 
free-mafons Oiall be regulated and governed by 
one Grand Mafter, and as many Wardens as the 
faid ibciety (hall think fit to appobt at every an- 
nual general a(rembly. 

< 6. That no peHbn (hall be* accepted^ unlefs he 
f be twenty-one yean oldt or more,* 

Many 
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Thomas Savage, carl of Rivers, fuc- 
cecding the carl of St. Albans in the of- 
fice of Grand Mailer in June i666. Sir 
Chriftopher Wren was appointed Deputy- 
under his Lordfhip. No Grand Officer 
ever diftinguifticd himfelf more than Sir 
Chriftopher Wren, in promoting the pro- 
fpcrity of the few lodges, which occafion- 
ally met at this time. The honours 
which he afterwards received in the So- 
ciety are evident proofs of the attachment 
the fraternity bore to him. 

Sir Chriftopher Wren was the only fon 
of Dr. Chriftopher Wren,dean of Windfor, 
and was born in 1632. His genius for the 
arts and fcicnces appeared early. At the age 
\ of thirteen he invented a new aflronomical 
inftrument, by the name of Pan-organum, 
and wrote a treatife on the origin of rivers, 
lie invented a pneumatic engine, and a 

I Many of the fraternity's records of this and th« 
I preceding reigns were ]o(t at the Revolution;, and 
not a few were too hadily burnt in our own times 
by fonie fcihipuloas brothers, from a fear of making 
, difcoverics prejudicial to the intereft of Mafodry. 

M peculiar 
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peculiar inftrumenc of ufe in gnomonics 
to folve this problem : * On a known 

* plane, in a known elevation, to deicribe 

* fuch lines with the expedite turning of 

* rundles to certain divifions, as by the 

* fliadow of the ftile may fliew tlie equal 
' * hours of the day.* In 164.6, he was 

admitted a gentleman-commoner in Wad* 
ham College Oxon, where he greatly im- 
proved under the inftrudlions and friend- 
ihip of Dr. John Wilkins, and Dr. Seth 
Ward. His juvenile productions in ma- 
thematics prove him both a fcholar and 
a genius. His (ludies were not confined. 
He aflifted Dr. Scarborough in the anato- 
mical preparations and experiments upon 
the mufcles of the human body, and wrote 
feveral difcourfes on the longitude, navi- 
gation, ficc. 

After the fire of London, Sir Chrift 
pher was appointed principal archited for 
rebuilding the city. By hb Majefty's 
command he drew up a plan for that pur* 
pofe, which was much approved ; but 
private property interfering, it was 

adopted. 
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adopted. The city, however, was rebuilt 
in a much better ftyle than before. 

On the 23d of October 1667, the King 
in perfon laid the foundation ftone of the 
Royal Exchange, which was opened in 
September following. In 1673, his Ma- 
jefty alfo laid the foundation ftone of St. 
Paul's, in prefence of the Grand Mafter 
and his officers, the lord mayor and alder- 
men, the bifhops and clergy, and feveral 
of the nobility and gentry, amidft the ac* 
clamations of a number of ipe^ators. 
This fuperb ftrudture was begun, carried 
on, and finifhed by the fraternity, under 
the direction of Sir Chriftopher, after his 
own defign ; as were alfo Chelfea-hofpital 
and Greenwich palace. 
Several lodges were conflituted about 
!i this time, and the bed archiceds reforted 
|! to them. In 1674 the earl of Rivers 
jj having rcfigned, George Villicrs, duke 
ll of Buckingham, was eledled Grand Maf- 
' icr. He left the care of the mafons to 
his wardens and Sir Chriftopher, who ftill 
continued to i& as deputy. In 16^9 the 
M 2 duke 
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duke refigned in favour of Henry Bennett, 
carl of Arlington ; but he being too deeply 
engaged in (late affairs, negleded to attend 
the duties of the office ; the lodges, how> 
ever, continued to alTemble under his fane* 
tion, and many worthy and refpedable 
gentlemen joined them. 
' On the death of the King in 1685, 
James II. fucceedcd to the throne; but the 
fraternity were muchnegleded in his reign. 
The carl of Arlington dying this year, the 
lodges met in communication, and elcd* 
<d Sir Chriftophcr Wren Grand Mailer. 
He appointed Mr. Gabriel Cibber, and 
Mr. Edward Strong, his wardens. Though 
Malbnry had been in a declining (late for 
many years, fevcral lodges were now occa. 
fionally held in different places. 

At the Revolution, Mafonry was fo 
tnuch reduced, that there were no more 
than fevcn regular lodges in London and 
its luburbs, of which two only are wor- 
thy of notice } the old lodge of St. Paul's, 
over which Sir Chrillophcr prcfided, du« 
fing xhe building of that dru^bure ; and ' 

1 • 
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lodge at St. Thomas's hofpital, South-r 
warlc, over which Sir Robert Clayton, 
' then lord mayor of London, prefide^j du- 
I ring the rebuilding of that hofpital. 

In 1695 King William was privately 
I initiated into the Order. His Majefly ap- 
proved of the brethren's choice of SirChri- 
ftopher Wren, and patronized the lodges > 
I ,. particularly one at Hampton Court, which 
ji. was held during the building the new 
part of that palace. Kenfmgton palace 
IS built, and Chelfea hofpital finilhed by 
(he fraternity under the aufpices of Sir 
Chriftophcr Wren. The palace of Green- 
wich alfo, being converted, at this time, 
into an hofpital for feamen, his Majefty 
ordered to be finilhed after the defign 0^ 
Inigo Jones. 

In 1697 a general afTembly and fea(V of 

thefree-mafonswas held, at which many no* 

ble and eminent brethren attended. Charles 

duke of Richmond and Lenox, mafter of 

a lodge at Chichefter, being prefent at 

"i feaft, was propofcd Grand Mailer 

the following year, and unanimoufly 

M 3 elected.. 
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elected. He engaged Sir Chriftopher 
Wren to ad as his deputy, and appointed 
Edward Strong fenior, and Fdward 
Strong junior, his wardens. Next year 
Sir Chriftopher was elefted his fiicceflbr, 
and the fraternity continued to affcmble 
under the patronage of this architect, till 
the King died in 1702. 

During the following reign Mafonry 
was at a very low ebb j Sir Chriftopher*a 
age and infirmities withdrawing his atten* 
tion from the lodges, they gradually de- 
creafed, and the annual feftivals were en- 
tirely neglected. The old lodge at St. 
Paurs, and a few others, continued to 
meet, but thefe confifted of few members. 
It was therefore rcfolved that the privileges 
of Mafonry Ihould no longer be limited to 
architects and operative mafons, but thai 
men of different profeflions might be a ' 
mitted, who (hould agree to fupport th( 
dignity of the Order as an ancient and 
refpedtable fociety. 

On theacceifion of George I. the lodge 
ftfolved to cement under a new Gram 
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Mailer, to be annually elected as in for- 
mer times, to revive the communications 
and fedivals of the Society, to regulate 
the ancient ufages and cuftoms of the 
fraternity, and to eftablifli fuch modes 
only as might correfpond with the prac* 
tices of the members of which the lodges 
were now principally compofed. Ac- 
cordingly, on the feftival of St. John the 
Baptift, in 1717, a general aflembly of 
the fraternity was convened. . Four lodges 
attended in form, and a grand lodge was 
conftituted. The oldeft maibn prefent 
being in the chair, the brethren proceeded 
to eleft a Grand Matter for the enfuing 
year, when the choice fell upon Anthony 
Sayer, gent, who was declared duly 
defied. Mr. Sayer was fucceeded in 
1718, by George Payne, Efq. This 
gentleman was particularly attentive to 
the duties of his office ; he carefully col- 
leAed many old papers and manufcripts 
relating to Mafonry, of which fcveral 
I were afterwards digelled, and properly 
I arranged by Dr. James Anderfon in a 
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book, entitled, * The Conftitutions of tfic 

• Ancient and Honourable Society of Free 

* and Accepted Mafons.* From this era 
we may date the revival of Mafonry in 
England, the lodges daily increafing, both 
in the quantity and quality of their mem- 
bers, under the mild and careful admini. 
itration of Mr. Payne. This gentleman 
continued to prefide over the fraternity 
tilhhe year 1721, when he was fucceeded 
by the duke of Montagu. 

The Duke was inftalled on the 24th 
of June at Stationers* hall, in the prefence 
of a numerous company of mafons. Lord 
Stanhope, afterwards earl of Chederfield, 
vfai initiated into Mafonry on the mornn 
ing of the fame day, at an occafional 
lodge held at the Queen's Arms tavern 
in St. Paul's church-yard. Several re- 
fpeAable gentlemen were introduced into 
the Society at the fame time, and great 
harmony prevailed among the fraternity. 

The Grand Mafter, foon after his elec- 
tion, gave convincing proofs of his zeal 
far Mafonry* He commanded Dr. De- 

iaguliers 
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aouliers and James Anderfon, A. M. 
loth men of genius and education, .t(>, 
rrange and digeft the Gothic conftitu* 
ions, and revife the old chai^ges. This-; 
aflc they faithfully executed, and in little, 
nore than two years the Book of Con- • 
litutions appeared in print. 

Mafonry now flourilhed, and feveratr 
lodges were constituted. The communi-; 
:ations were regularly convened, and the 
3rand Ma(ler*s condant attendance gave; 
a fan^lion .to all the proceedings. 

In 1722, his Grace refigned in favour of 
ihc duke of Wharton, who was very am-t 
bitious of the office. This refignation 
proceeded from a defire of reconciling iher 
brethren to that nobleman, as he had in- 
curred their difpleafure by convening an^ 
rregular aflembly of mafons at Stationers* 
kail on the feftiyal of St. John the Baptill^ 
y whom he had been eleded Grand Maf- 
:r in oppofition to the refolutions of the 
ind Lodge. His Grace having publicly 
mowledged his error, and promifed in fu- 
IR to conform to the laws, was regularly 
M 5 inftalled, 
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inftalled, and congratulated by upwards 
of twenty five lodges. His a^ivity and 
vigilance in office, and his attention to the 
lodges, foon recovered the good opinion 
of the brethren. During his prefidency, 
the office of Grand Secretary was efta* 
blifhed, and William Cowper Efq-, con* 
tinued to execute the duty of that de- 
partment for feveral years. 

The duke of Buccleugh fucceeded the 
duke of Wharton in June 1723. This 
nobleman, was no lefs attached to Ma- 
fonry than his predecefTor. Being abfent 
on the annual feftival, he was inftalled 
by proxy at Merchant- taylors hall, in pre- 
fence of 400 mafons. 

His Grace was fucceeded, in the year fol- 
lowing, by the duke of Richmond, under 
whofe adminiftration the Committee of Cha- 
jity was initituted*. Lord Paifley, after- 
ward) 

' * The dake of Bncdeugli firft propofed the fcheoKJ 
of rajfing a general fund for diftrefled mafoos. 
Puilex, Dr. Dcfagatiert, Colonel Honghtoo, 
a km other brethren, fapported the Dukt^t propoij 
tfoa* Tht Grand Lodge appobtod a committee 

coofi' 
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wards earl of Abercorn, being aflivein pro* 
moting this new e(labli(hment9 was elefked 
Grand Mafter at the end of the year 1 725* 

Being 

confiderof the mod efiedual means of carrying the- 
fcheme into execution. The report of the com* 
mittee was tranfmitted to the lodges, and after« 
ward) approved by the Grand Lodge. The difpo« 
fal of the charity was at firft vefted In fcven bre* 
thren« but this number being found too fmall, nine 
more were added. It was afterwards refblved» that 
twelve mafters of contributing lodges, in rotation, 
with the Grand Officers, (hould form the com- 
mittee ; and by another regulation (ince made, it 
has been determined, that all paft and prefent 
Grand Officers, with the Mafters of all regular 
lodges which (hall have contributed within twelve 
months to the charity, (hall be members of the 
committee: which regulation is ftill in force. 

The committee meet three times in the year by 
virtue of a fummons from the Grand Mafter or bis 
Deputy. The petitions of the brethren, who apply 
for charity, are confidered at thefe meetings ; and 
if the petitioner is found to be a deferving objedl. 
he is immediately relieved with five pounds: if 
the circum (lances of his cafe are of a fingular na* 
ture, as being reduced by fome unexpcQed mif« 
fortune from a ftate of affluence to poverty, or be« 
ing burdened with a numerous family, and inca- 
pable of providing for them, his petition is referred 
to the next commnnication, where be u relieved 

M 6 with 
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Being in the country at the time, his Lord- 
ihip was indalled by proxy* During his 
abfence. Dr. Defaguliers, who had been 
appointed his deputy, was very attentive 
to the duties of the office » he vifited the 
lodges, and diligently promoted Mafonry. 
On his Lordfhip's return to town, the 
earl of Inchiquin was propofed to fuc- 
•cecd him, and was cledled in February 

^ith any Tarn the Committee may have fpecified, 
not exceeding twenty guineas at one time. By this 
means the diilrefled have always found ready relief 
from this general charity « which is folely fupported 
by the voluntary contributions of the different 
lodges out of their private fund, without being 
burdcnfome on any member of the fociety. 

Thus the Committee of Charity has been efla- 
blifbcd among the Free and Accepted Mafons of 
England ; and though the fums annually expended 
to relieve diftrcfled brethrent have, for feveral 
years pa(l» amounted to many hundred pounds 
there ftill remains (A« D. 1774) undiilributed 1 ;ooL 
in the three per cent, bank annuities confolidated, 
and one hundred pound> and upwards in the bands 
of the Grand Treafu rer. 

All complaints and informations are confiden 
at the Committee of Charity, and from thence a re- 
port it made to the Grand Lodge, where it is gene- 
rally approved. 

1726. 
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1726. The fociecy flouriflied, at this 
time, both in town and country, and, un- 
der the aufpices of this nobleman, the 
office of Provincial Grand Mafter * was 
cftablifhed, and the firft deputation grant- 
ed for Wales. His Lordfliip was fuc* 
ceeded in December by Lord Coleraine, 
who conftituted feveral lodges, and among 
the refl:, one at Madrid. Several new 
regulations were made during his ad- 
minidration, particularly one concerning 
the Stewards, which office was now re> 
vived, and their number reftri^ed to 
twelve annually. 

Lord Kingfton fucceeded Lord Colc- 
raine in December 1 728, who alfo proved 
a zealous friend to the Society. As a 

* A ProviDcial Grand Mader is invefted with the 
power and honour of a Deputy Grand Maller» and 
is authorized to conflitute lodges within his province. 
He is intitled to wear the clothing of a Grand Offi- 
cer, and ranks in ail public aflemblies immediatelx 
after the Pad Deputy Grand Maflers. He is en^ 
joined to correfpond with the Grand Lodge, and to 
tranfmit a circumftantial accoant of his proceedings 
to the Grand Secretary at leaft once in every year. 

teftimony 
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teitimony of his regard, he prefentcd to 
the Grand Lodge a curious pedeflal, and 
a rich cufhion with gold knobs and 
fringes i a velvet bag, and a fine jewel 
fet in gold, for the ufe of the Secretary. 
During his I^rdfhip's admin iftration a 
deputation was granted to conftitute a 
lodge at Bengal, over which George Pom- 
fret Efq-, was appointed to prefide. This 
proved a<favourable introduction to Ma> 
ibnry in that quarter of the world-. Up- 
wards of fifty lodges have been fince con* 
ilituted in the Eaft Indies, of which 
eleven are now held at Bengal. 

The duke of Norfolk was the next pa* 
tron of the Society. He was eleded 
Grand Mafter in the beginning of the 
year 1730. His Grace was vigilant in 
office, and when his private affairs called 
him into Italy, was not unmindful of 
the fraternity. He tranfmitted the fol- 
lowing noble prefents from Venice *, viz. 
twenty pounds to the charity, a large 
folio book of the fined writing paper for 
the records of the Grand Lodge, richly 

bound 
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bound in turkey and gilt, with a curious 
frontifpiece in vellum, containing the 
arms of Norfolk, amply difplayed, with 
a Latin infcription of the family titles, 
and the arms of Mafonry ; and the old 
trufty fvvord of Guftavus Adolphus, King 
of Sweden, (that was next wore by his 
fuccefTor in war, the brave Bernard, duke 
of Saxe-Weimar, with both their names - 
on the blade, and further enriched with 
the arms of Norfolk in filver on the fcab- 
bard) to be the Grand Maftcr's fword of 
ftate. Lodges were confticuted both in 
Germany and America under his Grace's 
patronage. • 

Lord Lovel, afterwards earl of Lei- 
cefter, fucceeded the duke of Norfolk 
in the office of Grand Mailer, and was 
indalied at Mercers' Hall in March 1731. 
During his Lordfliip*s prefidency, a de- 
putation was fent to the Hague to form a 
lodge there for the- initiation of his late 
Imperial Majefty, who was foon after ad- 
vanced to the degree of a mafter-mafon 
in England. This event the Society have 
in continual remembrance. 
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In April 1732, Lord Vifcount Moi> 
tacute was ele^bed Grand Mailer. In 
the courfe of his mailerlhip one lodge 
was conftituted in Paris, and another ac 
Valenciennes in French Flanders. 

The earl of Scrathmore fucceeded lord 
^pntacutein June 1733. ^^^ Lordlhip 
granted a deputation to eleven German 
niafons to conftitute a lodge at Hamburgh, 
and during his prefidency the fociety was 
in a very flourifhing ftate. Several gen- 
teel prefents were now received from the 
Eaft Indies. 

The earl of Crawford being ele^ed 
Grand Mailer in March 1734, and public 
affairs attradfcing his attention, the com- 
munications of the Grand Lodge were 
neglected almoft a whole year ; to atone 
for this omiifion, however, two were held 
in the fpace of fix weeks. His Lordfhip. 
prdered brother James Anderfon to pre* 
pare the Book of Conftitutions for a fe- 
cond edition. This diligent fcholar ac- 
cordingly obeyed the command, and a 
^ew edition was produced in print in Ja- 
nuary 1738, muci^ impcQvcd and greatlj; 
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enlarged. The Stewards, about this time-, 
applied to the Grand Lodge for certain 
privileges, which were granted them. 

Lord Weymouth fucceeded the carl 
of Crawford in April 1735. During* 
his prefidency feveral lodges were . 
conftituted, and, among the reft, tlie 
Stewards* lodge. In confequence of a 
refolution of the Society tliis year, the' 
Stewards fent twelve reprefentatives to 
the Grand Lodge, who appeared there 
in their regalia, for the firft time, in De- 
cember, but were not permitted ro voce. ■ 

The earl of Loudon fucceeded lord' 
Weymouth in April 1736, and under hia 
Lorddiip a lodge was conftituted in A- 
friea. Next year the carl of Darnley was 
elcded Grand Mafter,. in whofe admini- 
ftration Frederick, late prince of Wales, 
father of his prefent Majefty, was initiated,' 
at an occafional lodge held at Kew, over 
which Dr. Defaguliers prefided. The 
Earl appointed feveral Provincial Grand 
M afters for foreign parts. 

The marquis of Carnarvon, afterwards 
I ike of Chandcis, was eledled Grand 
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Mafter in April 1738. About this time 
a fcheme was propofed for placing out the 
fons of mafons apprentices, but, after long 
debates, the propofal was rejedted. His 
Grace prefented the Society with a large 
jewel of gold for the ufe of the Secretary, 
being two crofs pens in a knot, the knots 
and points of the pens being mod curi> 
oufly enamelled. . 

Lord Raymond fucceeded the marquis 
of Carnarvon in May 1739. His Lord- 
(hip, in feveral communications, redrefled 
many grievances complained of, and or- ' 
dered the laws to be ftndtly enforced 
againfl: fome lodges, on account of irre- 
gularities which then prevailed *. Several 
lodges were conftituted by his Lordlhip. 

The 

* Several peHbns* difgafted at fome of the pro- 
ceedingt of the Grand Lodge at this time, renounced 
their allegiance to the Grand Mafter, and, in op- 
pofition to the original laws of the Society, and 
their folemn ties, held meetings, made mafons, 
and, falfely afloming the appellation of a Grand 
Lodge, eren prefumed to conftitute lodges. The 
regolar mafons, finding it neceflary to chrcic their 
ptogrcfs, adopted fome new meafures. Piqoed at 
Ikii proceeding, they codcavoared to propagate an 
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The earl of Kintore fucceeded lord 
Raymond in April 1740, and, in imitation 
of his predeceflbr, continued to difcourage 
all irregularities. His Lordlhip appointed 
feveral Provincials, in particular one for 
RuIIia, another for Hamburgh and the 
circle of Lower Saxony, and another for 
the ifland of Barbadoes. 

The earl of Morton was eleded on tlie 
19th of March following, and inftalled 
the fame day, with great folemnity, in 
the prefence o£ a very refpeftable com- 
pany of nobility, foreign ambafladors, and 
others. Several feafonabJc laws were . 
pafTed during his Lordfliip's maflerfliip, 
and fome regulations made concerning 
proceflfions and other ceremonies. His 
Lordlhip prel'ented a (laff of office to the 
Treafurer of neat workmanihip, and the 

opinion, that the ancient praftices of the Society 
were retained by them, and totally abolifhed by the 
regular lodges, on whom they conferred the appel- 
lation of Mo Jtrm Ma/cHs, By this artiBce they con. 
tinned to impofe on the public, and introduced fc» 
veral gentlemen into their afl'cmblies ; but of Ute 
years, the fallacy being dete icd, they have not 
been fo facceftful. 



fl»»rtA 
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Grand Lodge reiblved that the Trcafurcr 
ihould be annually eleded, and, with the 
Secretary and Sword-bearer, be members 
of the Grand Lodge. A lai^e cornelian 
feal, with the arms of Mafonry, fee in 
gold, was prefented to the Society, ac 
this time, by brother Vaughan, his Lord* 
fliip's Senior Warden. 

Lord Ward fucceeded the earl of Mor* 
ton in April 1742. His Lordihip was 
well acquainted with the nature and go* 
vernment of the Society, having ferved 
every office, even from a Secretary in a 
private lodge. His Lordlhip loll no 
time in applying the moft effeAual re- 
medies to reconcile all animoQties ; he 
recommended to his officers the greatefl: 
vigilance and care in their different de* 
partments; and, by his own conduA, 
fee them a noble example how to fupport 
the dignity of the Society. Many lodge$ 
which were in a declining ftate, he ad- 
vifed to coalefce with others in the like 
circumftances 1 fome who had been neg- 
ligent in their attendance on the commu- 
lucatipns, after proper admonitions. 
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reftorcd to favour •, and others, who pcr- 
fevcred in their contumacy, he erafed out 
of the lift. Thus his Lordfhip manifefted 
the mod tender regard for the intereft of 
the Society, while his lenity and forbear* 
ance were univerfally efteemed. The una- 
nimity and harmony of the lodges never 
ihone more confpicuous than under his 
Lordfliip's adminiftration. He appointed 
Ifeveral Provincial Grand Mailers, and 
conflituted many lodges both at home 
and abroad. I'he free-mafons at Anti- 
gua, having built a large hall in that 
idand for their meetings, applied to the 
Grand Lodge for liberty to be ftyled the 
Great Lodge of St. John's in Antigua : 
This favour was granted in April 1 744, 
His Lordlhip continued two years at the 
head of the fraternity, and was fucceeded 
by the carl of Strathmore, during whole 
adminiftration, being chiefly abfent the 
whole time, the care and management of 
the Society devolved on the other Grand 
Officers, who were very aftive for the 
general good of the fraternity. His Lord- 
(hip appointed a Provincial Grand Ma& 
ter for the id * of Bermudas. 

Lord 
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Lord Cranftoun was elected Grand 
Mailer in April i7i5> and prefided over 
the fraternity, with great reputation, two 
years. Under his aufpices Mafonry flou- 
ri(hed, and feverai new lodges were con* 
ftituted. By a refoludon of the Grand 
Lodge, at this time, it was ordered, that 
public proceflions on feaft-days fhould be 
difcontinued. This refolution was occa- 
fioned by fome mock proceflions, which 
a few difgufted brethren had formed, in 
order to ridicule thefe public appear- 
ances. 

Lord Byron fucceeded lord Cranftoun, 
and was inftalled at Drapers*>hall on the 
goth of April 1747. The laws of the 
committee of charity were, by his Lord« 
ihip's orders, infpeded, printed, and di- 
flributed among the lodges. A hand- 
fome contribution to the General Charity 
was fent from the lodge at Gibraltar. 
During five years that his Lordlhip pre- 
fided over the fraternity, no diligence was 
fpared, on his part, to prefcrve the pri- 
vileges of Mafonry, to redrcfs grievances, 
and to relieve diflrefs. Whca buCia<:C^ 



OF MASONRY. 263 

required his attendance in the country, 
Fotherlcy Baker Mfq; the Deputy Grand 
M after, and Secretary Revis were parti- 
cularly attentive to the Society in his ab- 
fcnce. The firft gentleman was diftin- 
guiflied for his knowledge of the laws and 
regulations -, the latter for his long and 
faithful fervices. Under the diredbion of 
thefe gentlemen the Society continued rill 
the year 1752, when lord Carysfort ac- 
cepted the office of Grand Mafter. The 
influence of his Lorddiip's application to 
the real interefts of the fraternity foon be- 
came vifible to all, and the public fund 
was confiderably increafed. No Grand 
Officer ever took more pains to preferve, 
or was more attentive to recommend, 
order and decorum. He was ready, on 
all occafions, to vifit the lodges in perfon, 
and to promote harmony among the mem- 
bers. Dr. Manningham, his Deputy, 
was no lefs vigilant in the execution of 
his duty. He conftantly vifited the lodges 
in his Lordlhip's abfence, and ufed his beft 
endeavours to cement union among the 
brethren. 1 1 whole proceedings of this 
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aftive officer were condufted with great 
prudence, and his candor and affabilit/ 
gained him univerfal refpedt. The Grand 
Mailer's attachment to the Society was no 
kfs confpicuous. Under his Lord(hip*s 
patronage the lodges fIouri(hed, and much 
harmony reigned among them. The bre- 
thren, as a teftimony of their fenfe of his 
Lordihip's great fervices, re-eledcd him 
Grand Mailer on the 3d of April 1753. 

The Marquis of Carnarvon (now Duke 
of Chandois) fucceeded lord Carysfort. 
He began his adminillration by ordering 
the Book of Conllitutions to be reprinted, 
.under the infpeflion of the Reverend Dr. 
Entick. His zeal for Mafonry, and his 
attention to the intereds of the fociety, 
were alike confpicuous. He continued 
to prefide over the fraternity till the year 
1 757, when he refigned in favour of lord 
Aberdour; during whofe adminillration 
the Grand Lodge took into confideration 
a complaint againfl: certain brethren for 
forming and alTembling under the falfe 
denomination of ancient mafons, who, as 
iuch, confidered the*pfclves independent 

o£ 
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of the focicty, and not fubjeft to the laws 
of the Grand Lodge, or to the controrl 
of the Grand Matter. Dr. Manningham, 
the Deputy Grand Matter, pointed out 
the necettlty of difcouraging all fuch 
meetings, as they were not only contrary 
to the original laws of the fociety, but 
an open violation of the allegiance, due 
to the Grand Matter. He likewife ob- 
fcrved, that they tended to i^itroduce into 
the craft the novelties and conceits of 
ipinionative perfons, and raife a belief thrtt 
there have been other focieties of malbns 
more ancient thatl that of this ancient 
and honourable Society. Upon which the 
jrand Lodge refolved, that the meeting 
}f any brethren of this fociety, under any 
ienomination of mafons, witiiout a legal 
)ower or authority granted by the Grand 
Matter for tlie time being, is inconfiilent 
with the honour and intet«ft of Mafonry, 
ind an open violation of the ettablilhed 
ws of the Order. Fourteen perfons 
:re, foon after, expelled the fociety," for 
ountenancing thefe irregular aflcmblies. 
•ord Aberdour held the olHce of Grand 
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Maftertill 1762, when carl Ferrers was 
eleiSlcd, during whofe prefidency nothing 
remarkable occurred. 

Lord Blaney fucceeded earl Ferrers m 
1 764. His Lordfhip continued in office 
two years, during which time, being 
chiefly in Ireland, the buiinefs of the fo- 
ciety was faithfully executed by his De« 
puty Col. Salter, an aftive and vigilant 
officer. Their Royal HighnefTes t' 
Dukes of Gloucefter and Cumberland 
were initiated into the Order during the 
prefidency of lord Blaney. 

The duke of Beaufort fucceeded hij 
Lordfhip in 1 767, and governed the 
ciety with honour and reputation five 
years. A fcheme being propofed in 1 76I 
to incorporate the fociety, and to raife : 
fund to build a hall * and purchafe furni 

ture 

* It is greatly to be lamented, that the focic 
of mafons, Co numerout. and A> highly honoured 
its members, (being in a great degree compofed 
peribns of rank and fortune) ihou oft as the. 

have occafion for general meetings, liged 1 

rcfort to taverns, or to hire haUs of 
Boaities, and thole, at the beft, but iU i«t 
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ture, &c. for the Grand Lodge^ his Grace 
generoudy contributed to the defign^ and, 
though oppofcd by a few brethren who 
mifconccivcd his good intentions, ftrenu* 
oufly pcrfevered in promoting every mea* 

fure 

for the purpofe. Our meeting at the hoofes of 
publicans, gives us the air of a Bacchanalian fa- 
ciei/ ; inftead of that appearance of gravity and 
dignity, which the Order requires* For mafons, 
jnited under the ferioui regulations of morality 

1 philofophy, to a/Tociate in taverns, the recep* 
es of revelry and licentioufnefs, muft appear, 
(ven on the firft view, to be ridiculous and abfurd ! 

The neceffity of a hall for our general meetings 
s univerfally acknowledged through the fociety; 
inda dcfire of feeing one ere6led, as generally pre- 
vails. — How afflifling muft it be to the worthy ma- 
fon, daily to receive accounts from travelling bre- 
thren, of the magnificence of the lodges abroad ; 
while the Grand Lodge of England, which, in manjr 
refpeAs is intitled to a preference in dignity to all 
others, is deftitute of a building, which they can 
call their own. But, not to reft on general ao> 
counts, we ftiall here give a particular defcription 
of the Banquetting Hall belonging to the lodge of 
St. John at Marfeilles ; and from the magnificence 
asd fplendor of that room, to which the brethren 
only retire for refreihment, there may be formed 
feme idea of the fuperior excellence which ought to 
fifiinguilh the lod 1 room. 

N a Ac 



I 
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furc chat might facilitate its execution. 
A bill was brolight into parliament in 

At the bottom of the hall, under a gilded canopy, 
the valences whereof are blue, fringed with gold, 
is a painting, which reprefents the genius of Ma- 
fonry fupporting the portrait of the King of Francci 
tipon a pedeftal, with this infcription : 
DiliSiJfifM Rtgi MeMumentum 

Latemif Ma£ilitnfi$. 

[The MASONS at Marfeilles have erefted this >• 
nument of their affedtion to their moft beloi 
King.] 

A genius feated below the pedeftal, prefents with 
one hand this infcription, and with the other 
arms of the lodge, with their motto : 

Dto^ Rtgi^ it Patria^ Fiielitas. 

[Fidelity to God, our King, and Country.] 

Above this is a genius which crowns the King/ 

To the right of this painting is placed another, 

rcprcfenting the wjfdom of Solomon, with thi: 

infcription above it, — Prudintia. [Prudence.] 

To the left is another, reprefenting the coui 
of St. John the Baptift, in remonftrating with Heroi 
upon his debaucheries. The infcription above i 
is,— Fortitudo. [Fortitude. ] 

The right fide of the hall is ornamented witl 
paintings of equal grandeur. 

The firft reprefents Joseph acknowlc [ing kii 
brethren, and pardoning them for the ill ; 
bad received from th«m, with this infcripti - 
VtMia. [Pardon] - 
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177 1, by the Hon. Charles Dillon then De- 
puty Grand Mafler, to obtain a charter 

of 

The fecond reprcfents Job upon the donghill, his 
boufe deilroyccl, his fields laid wade by ftorniy his 
ivifc infulting him, and himfelf calm, lifting his 
hands towards heaven, with this infcrtption^— » 
Fatiitttia. [Patience*] 

The third reprefcnts St. Paul and St. Barm aba»^ 
Tefaiing divine honours at Lyilra, with this infcrip-^ 
ion f—IlMmilitas. [Humility*] 

The fourth^ Jonavhak, when he warned Da« 
no to keep from the city, in order to avoid the 
ianger which threatened his days, with this in* 
icription, — JmUitia. [Friendlhip.] 

The fifth, Solomon fur\*eying the works of the 
Temple, and giving his orders for the execution of 
p t, which his father David had left him of 
it, ih this infcription» — Vietas. [Piety.] 

The fixth, the charity of the SAMARiTArt, witk 

s iption,— CittfW/flx. [Charity.] 

TI feventh, St. Peter and the other apofllcs 

\ tribute to Ca:sar, by means of the piece 

y found miraculoufly in the belly of a fiih, 

th this infcription,— /'/Vr/iM/. [Fidelity.] 

The left fide of the hall contains three paint- 
s« 

The firft, Tobias curing his father, with thefe 
rds for the iofeription, — Eilialt Dtbiium. [filial 

The fecond) the father of the prodigal foa> wbea 
N 3 he 
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of incorporation for the Society, which 
was twice read in the Houfe of Commons, 

but 

Jie embraces bifn» and pardons his offences, with 
this infcriptioo,— P«/#rM/ jlmor. [Paternal Love.] 

The third reprefentt thefacrificc of Abrah/ 
with this infcription,— 0^/y/Vff//a. [Obedience.] 

On each fide the door are two paintings of equal 
grandeur. 

One reprefents the apoftles giving alms in co 
snon ; the infcription,— f/rrMe^na. [Alms-giv- 
ing.] 

The other reprefents Lot, receiving the angeb 
into his hoafe, believing them to be flrangers; 
infcription xi^^—HtJ^italitat. [Hofpitality.] 

The foor corners of the hall are decorated witt 
fonr allegorical piflares. 

In one are reprefented two geniufes holdings 
large medal, in which are painted three pillars 
• gold coloar, with this motto, 

Hi€ pojuere hcum^ Virtus^ Sapientia^ Forma. 
[Here Virtue, Wifdom, Beauty, fixed their feat.] 

Jn another, two geniufes equally fupporting r 
large medal, on which are reprefented three heart 
fet on fire by the fame flame, united by the b 
of the Order, with this motto, 

PeSormjungit Ammr^ Picla/qm Ugawt Amanta. 
[Love joins their hearts, and Piety the tie ] 

The two others are in the fame tafte, but fup- 
ported by one genius only, being a (mailer 
The medals reprefcAi as follows : 
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t being oppofed by Mr. Onflow, ac 
the defire of feveral of the brethren thenv- 

fclves. 

The firft, three branches ; one of olive, another 
laurel, and another of myrtle ; with this motto. 
Hit Pmtim mMtMP Jamut^ aeeipimw/qai nficijpm. 
[Here Peace we give, and here by turns receive.] 
The other a level in a hand coming from heaven* 
p ed perpendicularly opon a heap of ftones of 
qual forms and (izes, with this motto, 
Equa Legifirtitmr Injtgnestt Im$s. 
[One equal Law, of high and low the lot.] 
All thefe paintings are opon a line ; thofe whichr 
are placed oppofite the windows are intirely in front. 
O r the inner door of entrance is this infcription, 
ng which is difplayed by a child, 
S. T. O T A. 
} a Virtutum Extmpla Fratima UberaUtmtir 
D. UT C. LatQtni Majpliin/cs^ Frairiims 
i uinda pratint^ anno Luch 5765. 

1 ers S T. O. T. A. fignify. 

Si T$tiMS Orbis Terrarum Arcbiua^. 

[T n , vice-mafter, and whole body of the* 
I at \ have ereded thefe different ex- 

amples of t virt i and monuments of fraternal 
rality, pr fed to the imitation of their bre- 
I of the fupreme architect of the 

; I year of light 5765.] 
I p; \ bears below it, the arms and 

\ brethren who caufed them to be 

N4 Every 
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fclvc5, who had petitioned the Houfe 
againlt it, Mr. Dillon moved to poftpone 

the 

Every fpace, from one column to another, forms 
an itatercolumniatioo. Upon the middle of each 
pilafter, being twenty-four in pumber, are raifed 
corbals, in form of antique Guaines, upon which 
are placed the built of the great and viriuoas men of 
antiqu ty. 

The curtains to the gilded canopy are in the Ita* 
lian talle, and are four io number. 

Three great branches of cbryftal, light this hall 
at proper timcs» and fcrve as additional orna* 
mcnts. 

The aboTe description does not exceed the (plen* 
dor of many other lodges in foreign countries, in 
Ruflia, Holland, and feveral paru of Germany, ac« 
cording to the accounts we have received, the lodges 
even furpafs this in elegance ; particularly one ia 
JSerlin,. under the King of Prui&a, our royal brother. 
Tbeie are hung with the richeft velvets, tapeftries, 
embroideries, and gold lace ; and are ornamented 
with every coftly luRre and fuitable decoration. 
The illuminated brilliancy thefe make, added to 
the polite order and harmony of the members, and 
the grandeur of the mufic, confiding of feveral dif- 
ferent bands, ftrike a moft grateful and plcafing 
concord, while they fill the mind of evej^ brother 
with the idea of a heavenly maniion, and the pka« 
fiuea of an angelic aflbciatioa t* * 

4 Uttooadcs* AMrc6 to the Free llsfoas. 

U 
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the confidcration of the hiW/me die. Thus ' 
this grand dcfign fell to the ground. The 
fcheme for building a hall, however, is 
ftill in agitation, ground having been pur- . 
chafed for that purpofe, and upwards of 
1300I. already fubfcribcd. 

The duke of Beaufort was fucceedcd 
by lord Petre, the prefent Grand Maftcr, 

It lis therefore greatly to be wiihed that the 
>rethreii of this kingdom, the grand center of 
ilafonry, could be induced to extend their gene* 
ofity ; and, by embracing the opportunity, while 
)rinces of the blood are our patrons, and noblemen 
)f the mod dilUnguifhed virtue are our rulers, im- 
fiediately to promote a voluntary contribution for 
rcfling, in this country, a fuperb and magnificent 
iru£lure for the general afTemblies of the fraternity ; 
hat it might be recorded, to the honour of the pre- 
SDt age, that every encouragement was given to a 
xiety, whofe chief purfuit is the acquifiiion of 
knowledge, and the cultivation of virtue. 

Such a fcheme is now in agitation, and every 
zealous friend to the caufe ought to exert his influ- 
ence on the ocCafion, and not let it fall to the 
ground for want of fupport. Though the fums we 
have received are as yet inconfiderable^ if we per-» 
fevere with fpirit in the profecution of our laudable 
defign, there is little doubt but we (hall happily 
foccced in our grcateft expcAatioas. 

N 5 a nobleman 
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a nobleman of exemplary character in 
private life, and equally zealous, with 
his predecefTor, in promoting the profpe- 
rity of the craft. Under his Lord(hip*s 
aufpices the Society daily increafes, and 
the fcience of Mafonry is diligently pro- 
pagated, both at home and abroad. 

Having brought down the hiftory of 
Mafonry in England to the prefent time, 
I ihall conclude with obferving, that the 
Society now flouriflies, in almoft every 
part of the known world, under the pa- 
tronage of men of the firft rank and cha- 
rader. 
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ADVERTISEMENT- 

I N the Firft Edition no Songs were inferted 
but thofe that were fung at the Gala : As the 
defcription of that performance is now omitted^ 
we have thought it umeceflary to limit our 
cD]!le£lion to the Songs ukd on that occafion ; 
we have therefore added feveral others ^vhich 
are ufually fung in the courfe of the ceremonies 
explained in this Work* 



COLLECTION 

OP 

Odes, Anthems, and Songs. 

ODE I. 

LT AIL to the Craft ! at whofe ferene comouuid^ 

The gentle Arts in glad obedience (buid t 
Hail, facred Masonry ! of fourcediviney 
Unerring fov'rcign of th' unerring line: 
Whofe plunvb of tuath, with never faiiiog fwaj*^ 
Makes the joined parts of fymmetry obey : 
Whofe magic llroke bids fell confuiion ceaie^ | 

And to the fxni(h*d Ordbrs gives a placet j 

Who rears vail AruAures from the womb of earthy ' 

And gives imperial cities glorious birtlu 

To works of Art hbr merit not coofin'dy 
Sh B regulates the morals^ fquares the mind { , 

CorreAs with care the fallies of the foul. 
And points the tide of pailions where to roll : 
On virtue's tablet marks her moral rnle^. J 

Aod forms her Lodge an univerial fchool / I 



A 
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Where Nature^ myftic laws unfolded (land. 
And Seofe and Science join'dy go hand in hand; 

O may her focial rales inftruAive fprcad^ 
Till Troth ereft her long negleaed head I 
Till thro* deceitful night she dart he a ray. 
And beam full glorious in the blaze of day ! 
Till men by Tirtoous maxims learn to move. 
Till all the peopled world her laws approve. 
And Adam's race are bound in brothersMovet 



ODE II. 

W A K E the lute and qaiv'ring ftrings, 
Myftic truths Urania brings ; 
Friendly vifiunt, to thee. 
We owe the depths of Masonry : 
Faireft of the virgin choir. 
Warbling to the golden lyre. 
Welcome, here thy Art prevail : 
Hail ! divine Urania,, hail t 
Here, in FriendOiip^ facred bower. 
The downy wing'd, and fmiling hoor. 
Mirth invites, and focial fong, 
Namelefs myfterres among : 
Crown the bowl and fill the glafs. 
To every virtue, every grace, 
To the Brotherhood refound 
Health, and let it thrice go round* 

We reftore the times of old. 
The blooming glorious age of gold ; 
As the new creation free, 
Bleft with fay Buphrofyne } 
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We with god-like Science talki. > 

And with fair Ailrea walk ; 

Innocence adorns the day^ 

Brighter than the fmilei of May. 

Pour the rofy wine again^ 

Wake a loader^ loader ftnun ; 

Rapid Zephyriy as ye fly. 

Waft our voices to die fky ; 

While we celebrate the Ni n a. 

And the wonders of the Trine, 

While the Angels fing above. 

As we below, of Pbace and Lova. 

A N T H E M I. 

GR ANT as, kind Heav*n, what we reqaeft^ 

In Mafonry let us be bleil ; 

Direft us to that happy place 

Where FriendOiip fmiles in every face : 
Where Freedom and fweet Innocence 
Enlarge the mind and cheer the fenfe. 

Where fcepter'd ReafoD, from her throne. 
Surveys the Lodge, and makes as one j 
And Harmony's delightful fway 
For ever (beds ambrofial day : 

Where we bleftEden*s pleafure tafle, 

Whilft balmy joys are our repaft. 

No prying eye can view us here ; 

No fool or knave difturb our cheer t 

Our well form'd laws fet mankind free. 

And give relief to Mifery : 

The Poor, opprefled with woe and grief, 
G wi froia out bQuatcoui hands rclieft 
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Our LoDOB the foetal Virtaes grace^ 
And Wifdom's rules we fondly trace ; 
IVhoIe Nature, open to our view, 
Points out the paths we (hou!d purfue. 
Let us fubfift in lafling peace, 
And may our happineis increafc. 

ANTHEM ir. 

BY Mafons' Art th* afpiring dome 

On ftately columns ftall arife. 
All climates are their native home. 
Their godlike aAions reach the flues. 
Heroes and Kings revere their name. 
While Poets fing their lading fame. 

Great, noble, gen'rous, good, and brave ; 

All virtues they moft julUy claim ; 
Their deeds fliall live beyond the grave. 

And thofe unborn their praife proclaim. 

Time fhall their glorious a£ts enrol. 
While love and friendfhip charm the foul. 

SONG J. 

[TiMrr, Attic Fire.] 

ARISE, jmd blow thy trumpet. Fame! 
Fiee-Mafonry aloud proclaim. 

To realms Md )vorlds unknown ; 
Tell them of mighty David's fon. 
The wife, the matchlefs Solomon^ 

Pris'd far above his tbrone«. 

Tl 
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The folcmn temple's cloudcapt towers, 
Th' afpiring domes are works of ours. 

By us thofe piles were raisM : 
Then bid mankind with fongs advance. 
And through tk* ethereal vaftexpanfe. 

Let Mafonry be prais'd« 

We help the poor in time of need. 
The naked clothe, the hungry feed, 

'Tis our foundation (tone : 
We build upon the nobleft plan ; J 
For friendftiip rivets man to man^ r Chorus 3 iimn^ 

And makes us all as one. ^ 

Still louder. Fame, thy trumpet blow | 
let all the diftant regions know 

Free-Mafonry is this. 
Almighty Wifdom gave it birthr 
And Heav'n has fix'd it here on earthy 

A type of future blifs. 



SONG IL 
[Titm^ He comes, &c»] 

UNI TE, unite, your voices raife ; 
Loud, loudly fing Free-Mafons' praifts 
Spread far and wide their fpotlefs fame. 
And glory in the facred name. 

Behold, behold* the upright band^ 
In virtue's paths go hand in hand ; 
They ihun each ill„ they do'no wrong, 
StriA honour docs to them belong. 

Hoir 
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Howjull, howjull, are all their waySr 
Saperior far to mortal praife ; 
ThciT worth defcription far exceeds. 
For matchlefs are Free-Mafons' deeds. 

Go on, go on, ye juft and true. 
Still, Hill the fame bright paths purfue;. 
Th* admiring world (hall on ye gaze, 
And friend(hip*s altar ever blaze. 

L*egone, begone, fly difcord hence, 
With party rage and infolence : 
Sweet peace (hall blefii this happy band, 
And freedom fmile throughout the land. 

SONG IIL 
[TWir/, Rule Britannia.] 

WHEN earth*! foundation firft was laid. 

By the almighty Artift*s hand, 
^was then our perfedl, our perfefl lawi were made^^ 

9(UbI](hed by his ftrift command. 
Ci0r. Hail, myflerious ; hail* glorious Mafonry ! 
That makes us ever great and free. 

As man throughout for (helter fought. 
In vain from place to place did roam. 

Until fit)m heaven, from heaven he was taught 
To plan, to build, to fix his home. 

Hail, myfterious,, &c» 

Hence illuftrious rofe our Art, 

And now in beauteous piles appear ; 
Which (hall to endlefs, to endlefs time impart*. 

How worthy and how great we arc. 

Hail, myfterious, &c» 

Not 
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Nor we lefs fam'd for every tye* 

By which the human thought it bonnd ; 

Love, truth, and friend Oiip» and friend(hip (bciaflyt. 
Join all our hearts and hands around. 

Haify myfierioiUf icc« 

Our adions ftill by virtue bleft^ 

And to our precepts ever true. 
The world admiring, admiring (halt requeft 

To learn, and our bright paths purfoe. 

Hail» myfterioQi^ Stu 



SONG IV. 
[Tune, GoddefiofEafeJ 

GENIUS of Mafonry defcend. 

And with thee bring thy fpotlefs train $ ' 
Conflant our facred rites attend. 

While we adore thy peaceful reign : 
Bring with thee Virtue, brighteft maid. 

Bring Love, bring Truth, and Friendibiplieffei 
While focial Mirth ihall lend her aid, 

To fmooth the wrinkled brow of Care* 

Come, Charity, with goodnefs crown'd. 

Encircled in thy heav'niy robe, 
DiflFufe thy bleffiogs all around. 

To ev^ry corner of the globe : 
See where (he comes, with power to blefi, > 

With open hand and tender heart. 
Which wounded is at man's diftrefs. 

And bleeds at ty*ry human fmaru 

Enry 
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Envy may cvVy ill dcvifc. 

And Falfliood be thy deadlieft foe^ 
Thou Friendfhip flill (halt towVing riCc^ 

And fink thine adver(aries low ; 
Thy well-built pile (hall long endure, 

I'hrough rolling years prefervc its primt ^ 
Upon a rock it Hands fecure. 

And braves the rude aflaults of Time. 

Ye happy few, who here extend 

In perfeA lines from eaft to weft» 
*. With fervent zeal the lodge defend. 

And lock its fecrets in each breaft : 
Since ye are met upon the fquare. 

Bid love and friendfliip jointly reign^ 
Be peace and harmony your care. 

Nor break the adamantine chain. 

Behold the planets how they move. 

Yet keep doe order as they run ; 
Then imitate the ftars above, 

And ihine refplendent as the fun : 
That future Mafons when they meet, 

May all our glorious deeds rehear fe. 
And fay, their fathers were fo great. 

That they adom'd the univerfe. 

SONG V. 

ON, on, my dear brethren, purfue your great leflure. 
And refine on the rules of old,architcAure ; 
High honour to Mafons the Craft daily brings. 
To thofe brothers of Princes and fellows of Kings. 
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We drove the rode Vandals and Goths ofFthe flagCt 
Reviving the Art of Auguftus* fam'd age ; 
And Vefpafian deftroyM the vaft temple in vain. 
Since fo many now rife in Lord Petre's mild reign. 

The noble five orders, composM with fuch art. 
Will amaze the fix'd eye, and engage the whole heart;* 
Proportion's fweet harmony gracing the whole. 
Gives our work, like the glorious creation, a foai« 

Then Matter and brethren preferve your great namcy 
This Lodge fomajeltic will pnrchafe you fiime; 
KeverM it (hallftand till all nature expire. 
And its glories ne'er fade till the world is on fiie« 

See, fee, behold here, what rewards all our toil^ 
Tnfpires our genius, and bids labour fmile : 
To our noble Grand Matter we're folemnly bound. 
With honour we're deck'd, and with virtue we're 
crown*d. 

Again, my lov'd brethren, again, let it pals. 
Our ancient firm union cements with the glaft : 
And all the contention 'mongft Mafons fliallbet 
Who better can work, or who better agree. 



SONG VL 

HAIL Mafonry, thou Craft divine! 

Glory of earth, from heav'n reveal'd; 
Which doth with jewels precious (hine. 
From all but Mafons' eyes concealM : 
Thy praifes due, who can rehearft. 
In nervous profe, or flowing verfe ? 
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All Crafcfincn true, diftinguifh'd are, 

Oor laws all other laws excel ; 
And v^hat^s in knowledge choice and rare. 
Within oar breads fecurely dwell* 
The filent bread, the faithful heart, 
Preferve the fecrets of the Art. 

From fcorching heat and piercing cold. 

From beads, whofe roar the fored rends ; 
From the adault of warriors bold. 
The Mafons' Art mankind defends. 
Be to this Art due honour paid. 
From which mankind receives fuch aid* 

Enfigns of date that feed our pride, 
Didindions troublefome and Tain, 
By Mafons true are laid afide, 

Art*s free-born fons fuch toys difdain* 
Ennobled by the name they bear, 
DidingttifliM by the baJge they wear. 

Sweet fellowdiip, from envy free. 

Friendly converfe of brotherhood ; 
The lodge's lading cement be, 
Which has for ages firmly dood. 
A lodge thus built, for ages pad 
Has laded, and fliall ever lad. 

Then in our fongs be judice done 

To thofe who have enrichM the Art, 
From Adam to Lord Petre down. 
And let each brother bear a part. 
Let noble Malbns* healths go round. 
Their praife in lofty lodge refound* 



a#r. 
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• No Craft with Mafont can comparet 
Ennobled by the hadgt they wear. 
No Craft with Mafons can compare, 
Diftinguifli'd by the haigt they wear, ' 
No Craft with Mafons can comparCf 
Let none defpife the hadgt they wear* 

SONG VII. 
\Tun€^ In Infancy, &cO 

LET Mafonry from pole to pole 

Her facred laws expand. 
Far as the mighty waters roll. 

To wafh remoteft land : 
That virtue has not left roankiod. 

Her focial maxims prove, " 
For ftamp'd upon the Mafon's mind. 

Are Unity and Love. 

Afcending to her native fky. 

Let Mafonry increafe ; 
A glorious pillar rais'd on high. 

Integrity its bafe. 
Peace adds to olive boughs, entwined. 

An emblematic dove, 
As Aarop'd upon the Mafons' mind 

Are Unity and Love. 

SONG Vllf. 

'TIS Mafonry unites mankind. 

To generous actions forms the foul ; 
.So llriA in union we're conjoined. 
One fpirit animates the whole# ' 



Cb9r. 



[ a88 3 

! 



k, 



Cifft Then let mankind our deeds approvfi 
Since uniont harmony, and love 
Shall wafc us to the realms abovCi 

Where'er afpiring domes arlfe. 
Wherever facred altars Hand, 

7 hofc altars blaze up to the (kles, 

Thofc domes proclaim the mafon*a hand. 

The ftonc onftap'das lumber lies^ 
Till mafons'artits form refines i 

Sopafltons do our Touts difguife^ 
Till focial virtue calms our mindi. 

Let wretches at our manhood rail ; 

But chofewho once our judgment provCi 
Will own that we who buUd fo well* 

With equal energy can love. 

Though dill our chief concern and care. 
Be to deferve a brother's name | 

For ever mindful ofthefair^ 

Their choicest favours Aill we claim. 

From us pale Difcord long has flcd^ 
With all her train of mortal fpite ; 

Nor in our lodge dares fhcw her head» 
Sunk in the gloom of endlcfs night. 

My brethren charge yourglafles higb» 
, To our Grand Mailer's noble name ; 
pur ihouts Oiall beat the vaulted fky, 
And^cv'ry tongue his praifcprodaimt 



SONG. 
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SONG IX. 

[Tmi, God fave the King.] 

LET Mafons' fame refoand 
Thro' all the nations roandt 

From pole to pole : 
See what felicityy 
Harmlefs (implicit/t 
Like eleAricit/y 

Runt thro' the whole« 

Such fweet varietjr 
Ne'er had Ibciety 

Ever before : 
Faith, hope, and charitjr, * 
Love and (inceritjr, 
Without temerity. 

Charm more and more* 

When in the lodge we're metf 
And in due order fet, 

Happy are we : 
Our works are glorious. 
Deeds meritorious. 
Never cenforious. 

But great and free. 

When Folly's fons arife, 
Mafonry to defpife. 

Scorn all their ipite ; 
Laugh at their ignorance. 
Pity their want of fenfe. 
Ne'er let them give offence; 

IHrmer unite* 



MafoM 
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Mafont have long been fitCf 
And may they ever be 

Great as of yore: 
For many ages pad, 
Mafonry has ftood faft. 
And may its glory laft» 

Till time's no more* 

SONG X. 

[TuMif God fave the King.] 

HAIL9 Masonry divine; 
Glory of ages fliine» 

Long may'ft thou reign : 
Where'er thy Lodges flaod. 
May they have great command. 
And always grace the land, 

Thoa Art divine ! 

Great fabrics ftill arife* 
And grace the azure OdeSf 

Great are thy fchemes : 
Thy noble orders are 
Matchlefs beyond compare ; 
No Art with thee can (harCf 

Thou Art divine ! 

Hiram, the architect 
Pid all the Craft direa 

How they fliould build ; 
Sormon, great Ilr'ers king. 
Did mighty bleffings bring. 
And left na room to fing. 

Hail, foyalArtI 



} 



Citnu 3 timtt, 
SON ^ 
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S O N G XL 

L F' T drunkards boaft the powV of wine^ 

And reel from fide to fide s 
Let lovers kneel at Beauty's (hrine. 

The fport of female pride : 
Be ours the more exalted part* 
To celebrate the Malbns' Art, 

And fpread its praifes wide. 

To dens and thickets dark and rade» 

For thelter beads repair ; 
With (licks and ftraws the feathered broody 

Sufpend their nefts in air : 
And man untaught, as wild as thefet 
Binds up fad huts with boughs of trcest 

And feeds on wretched fare. 

But Science dawning in his mindf 

The quarry he explores ; 
Induftry and the Arts combinM^ 

Improved all Nature's (lores : 
Thus walls were built» and houles rear^d^ 
No (lorms or tempeHs now are fearM *" 

Within his wcll-fram'd doors» 

When (lately palaces arife. 

When columns grace the hall, ^ ^ 
When towVs and fpires falnte the ikit$9 \\ 

We owe to Mafons all : !' 

Nor buildings only do they givCf 
But teach men how within tolive^ 

And yield to Reafon's call. 

O t AD 
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All party qaarrels they deied. 

For Virtue and the Arts, 
Lodg'd in each true Free Mafbn's breaft, 

Unite and rule their hearts : 
By thefe, while Mafons fquare their minds^ 
The State no better fubje£>s finds. 

None aA more upright parts. 

When Bucks and Albions are forgot. 

Free Mafons will remain ; 
MuOirooms, each day, fpHng up and rot. 

While oaks flretch o'er the plain : 
Let others quarrel, rant» and roar ; 
Their noify revels when no more. 

Our leathern aprons may compare 

With Garters red or blue ; 
Princes and Kings our brothers are. 

May they our rules purfue : 
Then drink fuccefs and health to all 
The Craft around this Earthly Ball, 

May Brethren ftill prove true. 



SONG XIL 

COME let us prepare. 

We brothers that are 
AiTerobled on merry occafion : 

Let's be happy and fing» 

For Life is a Spring 
To a Free and ao Accepted Maibn. 



The i 
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* The world it in pun 

Our fecrett to gain. 
And ftiU let them wonder and gaze OB'IP ^ 

They ne'er can divine 

The Word or the Sign 
Of a Free and an Accepted Maibn. 

Tis this and ^is that. 

They cannot tell what. 
Nor why the great men of the nation^ * 

Should aprons put $Mp 

To make themfelves one 
With a Free and an Accepted Mafonw^ 

Great Kings, Dukes, and Lords^ 

Have laid by their fwordf , 
Our myft'ry to put a good grace on ^ / 

And ne'er been afliam'd 

To hear themfelves nam'd 
With a Free and an Accepted Malbn^ 

Antiquity's pride 

We have on our fide. 
To keep up our old reputation ; 

There's nought but what's good 

To be underftood 
By a Free and an Accepted Mafon*. 

We're true and fincere. 

And juft to the Fair ; 
They'll truft us on any occafion : 

No mortal can more 

The ladies adore^ 
Than a Free and an Accepted Mafon^* 



\s 
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Then join hand in hand, f 

By each brother firm fiaod, 1 

Lefs be merry and pnt a bright face on s | 

What mortal can boaft 

So noble a toaft \ 
As a Free and an Accepted Mafon« 

CUr. No mortal can boaft | 

So noble a toaft \ 

At a Fxee and an Accepted Maibn* 



SONG xnL 

T O all who Mafonry defpife^ 

This coanfel I beftow ; 
Don't ridicalei if yon are wife, 

A fecret yoa don't know. 
Yoorfelves yon banter, and not it ; 
Yoa Ihew your fpleen, but not yoor wit. 

With a fa, la, la, la, la, la. 

If union and fincerity 

Have a pretence to pleafe. 
We brothers of Free- Mafonry, 

Lay juftly claim to thefe. 
To ftate difputes we ne'er give birth, 
Our motto frlendlhip is, and mirtht 

Jnfpiring ?irtot by our rales. 

And in onrfelves fecnre. 
We have compaffion on thofe Ibols 

Who think our aAs impure : 
From ignorance wft know proceeds 
Such mean opinion of our deeds. 

SON 
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SONG xnr. 

YB thrice happy few 

Whofe hearts have been troe^ 
In concord and onity found; 

Let us fing and rejoice. 

And anite en^ry voicct 
To fend the gay choroi aronmU 

Chorus* 

Like pillars we ftand. 

An immovable band» 
Cemented by pow'r from above } 

Then freely let pafs 

The generous glafs 
To Mafonry, Friend(hip, and Love« 

The GRAND ARCHITECT, 

Whofe word did ereft 
Eternltyt meafure, and fpace, 

Firft laid the fair plan 

Whereon we began 
The cement of friendihip and peacet 

Whofe'firmnefs of heartif 

Fair treafure of arts. 
To the eye of the vulgar unknown t 

Whofe luftre can beam 

New fpleodor and fame 
To the pulpit, the bar, tad the throne. - 



Tho 
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The great David's fon^ 

Unmatched Solomon^ 
As written in Scriptare's bright page,. 

A Mafon became, 

Thefav'riteofFame, 
The wonder and pride of his age« 

Indiflbloble bands. 

Our hearts and our hands 
In focial benevolence bind ;. 

For true to his caufe. 

By immutable laws, 
A Mafon's a friend to mankind. 

Let Joy flow aronnd. 

And Peace, olive- bound, 
Prefide at our myAical rites, 

Whofe conduct maintains 

Our aufpicious domains. 
And Freedom with Order unites*. 

Nor let the dear maid 

Our myfteries dread. 
Or think them repugnant to love }: 

To Beauty we bend, 

Her empire defend. 
An empire deriv'd from above* 

Then let us unite. 

Sincere and upright. 
On the level of virtue to ftand : 

No mortal can be 

So happy u we 
With I hiothcr and firieiid in each hand* 

SO 



[ *97 3 



S O N G X7. 

WHSN a lodge of Free-Maibns are cIoathM in theii 
In order to make a new brother, [apronst 

With firm hearts and clean hands they repair to their 
And j nftl/ fopport one another. ftandSf 

Troftjr Brother take care, of ere-droppers beware^ 

Tis a jaft and a folemn occafion ; 
Give the Word and the Blow, that workmen may 

There's one a(ks to be made a Free-Mafim. [knonr^ 

The Matter ftands doe» and his officers too^ 
While iha Crafcunen irft ptying their ftation | 

The apprentices ftand right for the command 
Of a Free and an Accepted Maibn» 

Now trarerie foor gronnd, as in duty yon*re boond^ 

And reirere the anthentic oration. 
That leads to the way, and proves the firft ray ' 

Of the light of an Accepted MafoD« 

Here's Words, and here's Signs, and here's Problemn 
and Lines, 

And here's room too for deep ipecolation ; 
Here Virtue and Truth are Unght to the Youth, 

When firft he's call'd up to a Mafon. 

Hieroglyphics fliine bright, and here light rererU 
On the Rules and the Tools of vocation s [lights 

We work and we fing the Craft and the King, 
* lis both duty and choice in a Mafon. 
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What is faid or is done, is here truly laid down. 
In this form of oar high inftallation ; 

Yet I challenge all men to know what I mean, 
Unlefs he a an Accepted Mafon. 

.The Ladies claim right to come into our light. 
Since the Apron, they fay, is their bearing ; 

Can they fubjeft their will ? can they keep their 
tongues ftill ? 
And let talking be changed into hearing ? 

This difficult taik is the leaft we can aik. 

To fecore us on fundry occafions ; 
When with this they comply, our utmoll we'll try 

To raife lodges for Lady Free«Mafons» 

Till this can be done, muft each brother be mum> 
Though the fair one fiiould wheedle or teaze oa$ 

Be jnft, true, and kind, but ftill bear in mind^ 
At all times that you are a Free-Mafon« 



SONG XVL 

HOW happy a Mafon whofe bofom ftill flows 

With friendihip, and ever moft cheerfully goes, 

Th'effeAsof the myfteries lodg'd in his breaft^ 

Myfteriesrerer'd^ and by Princes pofteft. 

Our friends and our bottle we beft can enjoy. 

No rancour or envy our quiet annoy. 

Our plumb-line and compaisf our fquare and our 

tools, 
DireA all our aAions in Virtue's fair rules,. 
DifcA all our anions, Sco. 

n 
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ITo Mars and to Venas we're eqaally true, 
KHir hearts can enliven, our arms can fub<ltte» 
^ ct the enemy tell, and the ladies declare, 

(No clftls or profeflion with Mafons compare ; 
to give a fbnd luftre we neVr need a creft^ 
Iiince Honour and Virtne remain in oar breaftt 
We'll charm the mde world when we clap, bngh, 
andfing, 
ir To happjr a Mafon, fay whoM be a King. 
If To happ/t <^ 



SONG xvir. 

[Tsraf, Balance a Straw.] 

WHEN the Snn from the eaft firft falutes mortal eyes t 
And the iky- lark melodioufly bids us arife; 
With our hearts full of joy, we the fummons obey. 
Straight repair to our work, and to moiften oar clay* 

On the traflel our Matter draws angles and lines. 
There with freedom and fervency forms his defigns ; 
Not a picture on earth is fo lovely to view. 
All his lines are fo perfeft, his angles fo true* 

Jo the weft, fee the Wardens fubmillively ftandt 
The Matter to aid, and obey his command ; 
The intent of his fignals we perfeAiy know. 
And we ne*er take ottence when he gives os a blow. 
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In the lodge, floth and dulnefs we always avoid. 
Fellow-crafts and apprentices all are employed : 
PerfeA afhlers (bme finiOit fome make the rough plain, ^ 
All are pleas'd with their work, and are pleasM with 
their gain. 

When my Matter Fve ferv'd (even years, perhaps more, 
Some fecrets he'll tell me I ne'er knew before ; 
In my bofom I'll keep them as long as I live. 
And parfae the direAions his wifdom fhall givet 

I'll attend to his call both by night and by day» 
It is his to command, and 'tis mine to obey ; ' 
Whenfoe'er we are met, I'll attend to his nod. 
And ru work till high twelve, then TU lay down my 
liod. 



.THE END. 
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